
Appendix 9 – Current text 

Current Call-in and Urgency rules in part 6.2 of constitution 
 

(19) Call In 
 

(a) When a decision is made by the Cabinet or by an individual councillor or 
by a committee of the Cabinet, or a key decision is made by an officer 

acting under delegated authority, the decision shall be published by the 
Proper Officer in the form of a decisions list by the end of the next 
working day and circulated to all Councillors, and in the case of 

education functions to the co-opted members on the People Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee. 

 
(b) That list will bear the date on which it is published and will specify that 

the decision will come into force, and take effect at 5pm on the fifth 

working day (4pm on the fifth working day if that day is a Friday) following 
such publication of the decision. 

 
(c) During that period, the Proper Officer shall call in a decision for scrutiny 

by the appropriate Scrutiny Committee:- 

 
(i) If they receive a joint request from the Chair and Deputy Chair of 

the relevant Scrutiny Committee; or  
 

(ii) if requested to do so by 5 members of a Scrutiny Committee 

(whether members of the Council or co-opted non-counci llor 
voting members of the Education and Young People Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee); or 

(iii) if requested to do so by any 10 members of the Council, whether 
or not they are members of the relevant Scrutiny Committee. 

 
In all cases, when a request for a call in of a decision is made, this must 
be accompanied by reasons for the request. 

 
When the Proper Officer receives a request in accordance with 19(c) 

above, they shall then notify the decision maker of the call in.  They shall 
then call a meeting of the appropriate Scrutiny Committee on such date 
as they may determine, where possible after consultation with the Chair 

and Deputy Chair of that Committee.  Subject to the statutory 
requirements for the calling of meetings, the Scrutiny Committee should 

normally meet within 15 working days of the request being received by 
the Proper Officer to consider the issue. 
 

(d) If, having considered the decision, the Scrutiny Committee has material 
concerns about it, then the Scrutiny Committee may refer it back to the 

decision making body or officer for reconsideration, setting out in writing 
the nature of its concerns, or refer the matter to full Council.  The views 
of the Scrutiny Committee will be considered by the decision maker (in 

the case of recommendations from scrutiny committees following call-in 
of a decision made by an individual member of the Cabinet these 

recommendations shall be considered by the Cabinet) or the Council as 



  

appropriate within a further 15 working days, and the decision will then 
be amended or otherwise and take immediate effect.  If following a 

request for a call in made under Rule (19)(c) the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee does not meet in the period set out above, or does meet but 

does not refer the matter back to the decision making body or officer, the 
decision shall take effect on the date of the Scrutiny Committee meeting, 
or the expiry of the 30 working day period commencing with the date on 

which the request was received by the Proper Officer, whichever is the 
earlier. 

 
(e) If the matter was referred to the Council and the Council does not object 

to a decision which has been made, then no further action will be taken 

and the decision will be effective in accordance with the provision in (h) 
below.  However, if the Council does object then, unless that decision is 

contrary to the budget and policy framework, the Council will refer that 
decision together with its views on it back to the decision maker.  The 
Council’s views on the decision will be considered by the decision maker 

within a further 15 working days, and the decision will then be amended 
or otherwise and take immediate effect.  

 
(f) If the Council does not meet, or if it does but does not refer the decision 

back to the decision maker, the decision will become effective on the 

date of the Council meeting or expiry of the period in which the Council 
meeting should have been held, whichever is the earlier.  

 
(g) The Cabinet Member(s) with responsibility for the subject matter of a 

request for a call in and the Chair and Deputy Chair of the relevant 

scrutiny committee may together agree variations of any or all the time 
limits in Rule (19)(d), (e), (f) and (g) of this Part, to allow consideration 

of the call-in at the next ordinary meeting of the committee if they are 
satisfied that the matter is not so urgent as to require compliance with 
those time limits. 

 
(h) The foregoing provisions of this Rule shall not apply to any decision of 

the Cabinet where either: 
 

(i) the Scrutiny Committee has already made observations to the 

Cabinet on the basis of substantially the same report and/or other 
information or advice as that on which the Cabinet’s decision is 

based and the Cabinet has had regard to those observations in 
taking the decision; or 

 

(ii) the decision is taken by the Cabinet after taking account of any 
recommendations or other comments by the Scrutiny Committee 

following a call in of a decision taken previously by the Cabinet. 
 

(20) Call In and Urgency 
 

(a) The call in procedure set out above shall not apply where the decision 

being taken by the Cabinet, Officer or other decision maker is urgent.  A 



  

decision will be urgent if any delay likely to be caused by the call in 
process would seriously prejudice the Council’s or the public’s interests.  

The record of the decision, and notice by which it is made public shall 
state whether in the opinion of the decision maker, the decision is an 

urgent one, and therefore not subject to call in.  The Chair of the Council 
must agree that in all the circumstances the decision should be treated 
as a matter of urgency.  In the absence of the Chair, the Vice-Chair’s 

agreement shall be required.  In the absence of both, the Proper Officer’s 
agreement shall be required.  Decisions taken as a matter of urgency 

must be reported to the next meeting of the Council, together with the 
reasons for urgency.  

 

(b) The requirement contained in Rule 20(a) to obtain the agreement of the 
Chair of the Council, Vice-Chair of the Council or Proper Officer shall not 

apply to any decision on the letting of a contract arising from termination 
of an existing contract if the time available is such that allowing for call-
in would result in service discontinuity, provided that all members of the 

relevant Scrutiny Committee have been informed of the circumstances 
of the decision to be made and have had an opportunity to make 

representations to the decision maker about it. 
 

(c) The operation of the provisions relating to call in and urgency shall be 

monitored annually, and a report submitted to Council with proposals for 
review if necessary. 

 


