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CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT – 28 JULY 2011  
 

A329 AT CHOLSEY AND MOULSFORD – SPEED LIMITS 
 

Report by Deputy Director for Environment and Economy (Highways and 
Transport) 

 
Introduction 

 
1.    A general review of speed limits on the County’s A and B class roads was 

carried out in 2009 in accordance with the Department for Transport 
guidelines on setting speed limits. This resulted in a recommendation to 
reduce the speed limit on the A329 between Cholsey and Moulsford to 40mph 
on safety grounds, which was approved following consideration of the 
responses to consultation by the former Transport Decisions Committee on 11 
February 2010.  

 
2. Implementation of the above change was however delayed pending a review 

of priorities for capital expenditure. At the same time, development of the 
former Fairmile Hospital site was started, which required – in accordance with 
planning conditions – installation of traffic calming measures on the A329 and 
associated amendments to the speed limit in the vicinity of the site. The latter 
were introduced by a temporary speed limit order which came into effect on 
22 November 2010.           . 

 
3. Formal consultations on a permanent speed limit order to reflect all the above 

changes were carried out in January 2011, and although the responses from 
the local community were broadly supportive, the following amendments were 
requested for consideration: 

 
-  an extension of the ‘buffer’  40mph limit at the north end of the 

development to include the junction of Caps Lane (the original 
proposal- reflected in the  current temporary order – was for the 40mph 
limit terminal to be south of the Caps Lane junction); 

 
-  the introduction of a 50mph limit north of Caps Lane to the roundabout 

junction with the A4130 Wallingford bypass.  
 
4. Taking into account these responses, it was agreed to undertake a further 

consultation incorporating the suggested amendments. For the sake of clarity 
all the proposed changes to speed limits on this length of the A329 were 
included in the notice (the plan at Annex 1 sets out the proposals). This report 
details the responses to the consultation with officer comment and seeks a 
decision on whether the advertised proposals should be approved. 
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Consultation 
 
5. The formal consultation period extended between 12 May and 10 June 2011. 

Responses are summarised at Annex 2. High levels of support have been 
received from the local community, including the local member Cllr Patrick 
Greene and Cholsey Parish Council  

 
7. Thames Valley Police have objected, primarily on the grounds that they do not 

consider the proposals as they stand (without additional measures to achieve 
better compliance) accord with Department for Transport guidance, taking 
account of speeds as surveyed in 2010. Their objection at Annex 3 also refers 
to concerns over the design of, and consultation on, traffic calming features 
introduced as part of the Fairmile development.  

 
8.  Although the objections of the police are noted, our experience of speed limit 

reductions on comparable roads has overall been very positive in terms of 
improved safety, even where it has not been possible to provide the 
requested supporting measures to increase compliance.  
 
How the project supports LTP3 objectives 
 

9. This project aims to reduce the risk of accidents and encourage the use of 
walking and cycling especially in the context of the large residential 
development at the former Fairmile Hospital site. 
 
Financial Implications (including Revenue) 

 
11.  The anticipated costs of implementing the scheme will be met from 

contributions secured from the developers of the Fairmile Hospital site 
 
12. Ongoing maintenance costs are not anticipated to be significant. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
13.  The Cabinet Member for Transport is RECOMMENDED to approve 

implementation of the A329 Cholsey and Moulsford speed limit order 
effecting changes in speed limits as set out in Annex 1 to this report. 

 
STEVE HOWELL 
Deputy Director for Environment and Economy- Highways and Transport 
 
Background papers:  Copies of all the legal documents and letters and emails 
received in response are available in the Members Resource Room 
 
Contact Officer:   Anthony Kirkwood, Tel 01865 815704 
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