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This report sets out the findings from the walking and cycling audits undertaken as part of the Witney Local Cycling and
Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) development. The findings have been set out alongside photos for the primary and
secondary routes as identified in Figure 28 of the LCWIP.

The site visits were undertaken across three days with separate walking and cycling groups. The details for each site visit
and attendees are set out in Table 1.

Table 1: Site visit details

Site Audit 1

Site Audit 2

Site Audit 3

Date

Tuesday 24" May 2022

Monday 30" May 2022

Tuesday 315t May 2022

Areas covered

Area 17 West Witney

Cycling team also covered
route to Carterton, Minster
Lovell

Area 2 and 37 Town Centre,
South Witney and Ducklington
Cycling team also covered
Aston, Bampton and South
Leigh

Area 4 and 51 North and East
Witney

Cycling team also covered
Hailey, new Yatt, Hanborough,
Crawley

Walking team

Steve Bibb (PF)
Dan Susans (PF)
Odele Parsons (OCC)

Clir Ted Fenton (OCC, Witney
West & Bampton)

Steve Bibb (PF)
Megan McKenzie (PF)
Odele Parsons (OCC)

CliIr Ted Fenton (OCC, Witney
West & Bampton)

Lucy Ronaldson (PF)
Dan Hounsell (PF)
Odele Parsons (OCC)
Janice Bamsey (OCC)

Clir Andrew Prosser (WODC,
Witney North)

Cycling team

Lucy Ronaldson (PF)

Kevin Hickman (Windrush Bike
Project)

Clir Phil Hiles (WODC, Witney
West)

Nick Young (PF)
Hanaii Faour (OCC)

Kevin Arnold (Windrush Bike
Project)

Nick Young (PF)
Hanaii Faour (OCC)

Kevin Arnold (Windrush Bike
Project)

Weather Mostly dry with a few short A mixture of light and heavy Dry and overcast
showers rain showers and overcast
conditions
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Wal ki ng Audits

All primary, secondary and link roads within Witney were audited as part of the walking audits. Figure 1 shows the links
audited, split into five areas.
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Figure 1: Walking Audit Links

During the walking audits, the Depart nmoatWRAT)was dseddohslp o r t
identify the standard of existing infrastructure along routes and identified where improvements are required. The WRAT
assessed each link against the five core design outcomes: attractiveness, comfort, directness, safety and coherence. A
score was given between 0 and 2 (0 = poor provision, 2 = good provision) for each of the criteria. The total available

score for each link was 40, and a score of 28 (70%) was considered the minimum level of provision. Routes that scored
less than 70% were identified as requiring improvements.

Overall, 84 links were audited and a WRAT assessment completed. 28 of the links scored below the minimum threshold
(70%), identifying need for improvements. The lowest scoring links are outlined in Table 2.
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Table 2: WRAT Scores below 70%
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Route | Name Start Location End Location Total Available
Score %
1e B4047 Burford Road B4047 Burford Road / Windrush B_4047 Burford Road / Tower 28%
Valley Road Hill
3b Thorney Leys Curbridge Road Ducklington Lane 45%
4c Farmers Close Hailey Road New Yatt Road 50%
5k Cogges Hill Road / Stanton Blakes Avenue Eton Close 50%
Harcourt Road
Bridleway (east of Downs Road | Centenary Way (when cross
i roundabout, part 2 - eastern Centenary Way just past Deer Park Road 53%
end) Windrush Place Playground)
af Woodstock Road Bridge Street Jubilee Way 53%
de Woodgreen New Yatt Road Woodstock Road 53%
Bridleway (east of Downs Road Centenary Way (when cross
1h roundabout, part 1 7 western (Rzgggepsl:m/gggu(gaﬁ of Bowns Centenary Way just past 55%
end) Windrush Place Playground)
4d Narrow Hill / Woodgreen West End Woodgreen / New Yatt Road 56%
2l Station Lane Ducklington Way Avenue Two 58%
C4i A4065 Witney Road Jubilee Way Common Road 58%
1a B4047 Burford Road B4047 Burford Road / Brize 84Q47 Burford Road / Minster 58%
Norton Road Riding
4a West End Bridge Street / West End Hailey Road / West End 58%
Ccal A4065 Witney Road Park Road Hanborough Station 61%
3f Ducklington Allotments A40 underpass Witney Road 61%
2fb Church Green west northbound | St Mary's Church Market Square 62%
1w Curbridge Road gce):;Park Road / Curbridge Curbridge Road / Tower Hill 63%
20 Farm Mill Lane Witan Way Church Green 63%
Footpath between Stanton
5Ib Harcourt Road and Blakes Stanton Harcourt Road Blakes Avenue 63%
Avenue
5c Footpath betwet_an Church Lane Church Lane Newland Mill 63%
and Newland Mill
5j Cogges Hill Road Oxford Hill Blakes Avenue 64%
2n Witan Way Langdale Gate Avenue Two 65%
4h Eastfield Road Hailey Road New Yatt Road 66%
2c Tower Hill A4095 Burford Road Fiveways Roundabout 66%
1b B4047 Burford Road 84Q47 Burford Road / Minster B4047 Burford Road / Downs 68%
Riding Road
4] Woodmill Footpath West End / Crawley Road Hyde Meadow View 69%
2m Avenue Two Station Lane Southern side of A40 underpass 69%
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Cycling Audits

Similar to the walking audits, the cycling audits were undertaken along each of the primary, secondary and link roads as
well as main cycle connections to neighbouring villages including Carterton, Crawley and Long Hanborough. Figure 2
shows the extents of the cycle audits.
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Figure 2: Cycling Audit Links

The Route Selection Tool (RST), also a DfT assessment tool, was used to assess the quality of the existing infrastructure
against the five core design outcomes for cycling: directness, gradient, safety, connectivity and comfort. The results of the
RST are shown for each link in the following pages of this report.
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Figure 3 shows an overview summary of the constraints identified from the site visits. The following pages give a more
detailed breakdown of findings along each of the main primary and secondary routes audited with associated photos.
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Figure 3: Site Visit Findings

The site visits helped identify constraints and opportunities including:

Existing barriers for active travel users;

Incorrect or misleading signage / wayfinding;

Missing or inconsistent infrastructure e.g. no dropped kerbs, tactile paving;
Narrow footways / shared use footway / cycleways; and

Poor / uneven surfacing

cC:

The following pages provide a summary of each of the links audited as part of the walking audits. The WRAT percentage
score has been given alongside a colour coordinated breakdown of scoring for each of the five areas. Table 3 outlines
the scoring ranges corresponding to the WRAT and RST assessments.
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Table 3: WRAT and RST Scoring Ranges
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WRAT Criteria Scoring Range

Attractiveness

Comfort

Directness

Safety

Coherence

RST Criteria
0-2 Directness
0-3 Gradient
0-3 Safety
0-2 Connectivity
0 Comfort

Scoring Range

Pell Frischmann
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Link 1a7 lei Burford Road (Brize Norton Road i Tower Hill)

Route Description

Burford Road between Brize Norton Road and Windrush Valley Road is part of the National Cycle Network (NCN) route 57. It is a
two-way road (40-60 mph) and a main route between Minster Lovell and Witney. There is a shared footway / cycleway on the
northern side of the carriageway between Brize Norton Road and Downs Road, and on the southern side between Downs Road and
Windrush Valley Road. The shared use footway / cycleway on the western side of the route diverts away from the road and
continues on an off-road gravel track. There is a pedestrian crossing at the junction of Burford Road / Downs Road and at Burford
Road / Deer Park Road where the NCN 57 route continues.

Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT)

la 58% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence

1b 68% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence

1lc 86% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence

1d 83% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence

le 28% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
Route Selection Tool (RST)

lai le Directness Gradient Safety Connectivity Comfort

Findings

1 The off-road gravel track (Figure 4) is wide but unlit and of poor surface quality. The gravel surface in places is deep,
making it very difficult for cyclists to navigate

1  The pedestrian crossing at the junction of Burford Road / Downs Road is not a toucan crossing despite the NCN route
signposting across the crossing (Figure 5)

I Narrow shared use footway / cycleway along Burford Road on the approach to Downs Road (from Minster Lovell)

R % 3 (e oty

Figure 4: Gravel track parallel to Burford Road Figure 5: NCN Route 57 across pedestrian crossing on Burford
Road

Pell Frischmann
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Link 1f 7 1g i Downs Road (Burford Road i Downs Road roundabout)

Route Description

Downs Road between Burford Road and Downs Road Roundabout is a two-way road (30 mph) connecting Burford Road and the
A40. In recent years, there has been lots of development at the southern end of Downs Road including the creation of Wheatfield
Drive. Development work is ongoing to the east of Downs Road. The northern end of Downs Road is home to predominantly
industrial businesses and is noticeably different from the southern end, which is newer, residential properties. There is no footway on
the western side of Downs Road between Burford Road and Curbridge Park Road.

There is a short section of narrow shared footway / cycleway on the western side of Downs Road between Curbridge Park Road and
the footpath linking to Range Road.

Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT)

1f 72% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
1g 89% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
Route Selection Tool (RST)
1f 1 1g Directness Gradient Safety Connectivity Comfort
Findings

1 Thereis a lack of signage and tactiles particularly at the northern end of Downs Road
1 Road surfacing is of poor quality at the northern end of Downs Road
1 Footways are not continuous along Downs Road, lots of crossing over the road

‘.\ 3

Figure 6: Narrow footway / cycleway Figure 7: Lots of crossing from one side to the other

Figure 8: Obstruction in the middle of the footway Figure 9: Narrow footway at the northern end of Downs Road
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Link 1h i 1i 7 Bridleway linking Downs Road and Deer Park Road

Route Description

This section is a bridleway that connects Downs Road and Deer Park Road. The eastern section of the bridleway is narrow and
surrounded by trees and bushes and is uneven and without lighting. During periods of rainfall, ponding occurs making the route
muddy and difficult to navigate. This bridleway is impassable for people in wheelchairs / with pushchairs. The western section of the
bridleway is more open with natural light during the day time but is very narrow and on a slight incline (east to west). New houses
have been built to the north of the bridleway with tarmacked roads and footways, potentially leaving the bridleway redundant. There
are no dropped kerbs from the new housing estate onto the bridleway, which makes access for people on bikes, in wheelchairs or
with pushchairs difficult. Crossing Deer Park Road to access the bridleway is difficult, with no tactile paving or dropped kerbs and
very minimal signage / wayfinding.

Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT)

1h 55% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
1i 53% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
Route Selection Tool (RST)
1hi 1i Directness Gradient Safety Connectivity Comfort
Findings

1  The surfacing is of poor quality in places, hence a poor rating for comfort for cyclists
There is a limited means of crossing, and crossing available is unattractive to pedestrians
There is a lack of surveillance, causing safety concerns

The bridleway is narrow and uneven with an incline (east to west)

=a —a -9

#

Y s 3 A L

i S R

Figure 10: Bridleway linking Downs Road and Deer Park Figure 11: Crossing Deer Park Road to access the

Road Bridleway

Figure 12: No dropped kerbs Figure 13: Poor surface conditions
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Link 1j 7 Footpath (Downs Road i Range Road)

Route Description

The footpath is a shared footway / cycleway linking Downs Road with Range Road. The path is fairly narrow with overhanging
branches and vegetation with no natural surveillance or lighting. The western part of the path is surfaced with wood chips; however,
the eastern part is tarmacked to a good standard.

Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT)

1j 75% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
Route Selection Tool (RST)
1j Directness Gradient Safety Connectivity Comfort
Findings

1  Narrow spacing between bollards at junction of Range Road
1 Thereis no illumination, and an extensive tree canopy, with little surveillance
1  The surfaces are uneven, and relatively narrow for the shared footway / cycleway use

Figure 14: Footpath linking Downs Road and Range Road Figure 15: Footpath linking to the business park

" =5 . 1%
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Figure 16: Cycle markings worn away Figure 17: Narrow spacing between bollards
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Link 1k i Main Road (Downs Road roundabout i Bampton Road)

Route Description

Main Road is a two-way road (30mph) connecting Witney Road / Downs Road with Bampton Road. The road is primarily used by
pedestrians for local access to residential properties. There are no pedestrian crossings along this route; however, it is not an overly
busy road meaning there are enough gaps in the traffic to cross easily.

Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT)

Route Selection Tool (RST)

Findings
1  Parking on footway
1  Narrow footways along Main Road. Footways end abruptly and switch to other side of the road
1 No dedicated cycle facilities i on-road only

Figure 18: Deliveries in the carriageway Figure 19: On-street parking
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Link 11, 1w 7 Curbridge Road (Main Road i Fiveways roundabout)

Route Description

Curbridge Road between Main Road and Fiveways Roundabout is a busy two-way section of road. There is little cycle infrastructure
along this route at present, with a small amount of shared footway / cycleway on the northern side of the carriageway between Main
Road and Centenary Way installed as part of the Windrush Development. The section of road between Main Road and the bridge
over the A40 is 60mph where it then reduces to 40mph between the bridge and the roundabout.

Curbridge Road between Deer Park Road and Fiveways roundabout is relatively wide with intermittent footways / shared spaces on
both sides of the carriageway.

Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT)

1l 72% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
1w 63% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
Route Selection Tool (RST)
1l-1w Directness Gradient Safety Connectivity Comfort
Findings

9 Difficult for pedestrians to cross Fiveways roundabout due to volume of traffic

Refuge islands at Fiveways roundabout are narrow, particularly for larger groups of pedestrians / wheelchair users
Poor visibility for pedestrians crossing Deer Park Road at the roundabout of Curbridge Road / Thorney Leys

Few pedestrians crossings along pedestrian desire lines

Narrow footways along Curbridge Road

Footway abruptly ends on the northern side of Curbridge Road at the cemetery (Figure 20)

Cycle infrastructure is not continuous

= =4 4 -4 -—Aa -—a -

Opportunity to widen and resurface footway on southern side of Curbridge Road

Figure 21: Non-continuous cycle provision

N

Figure 22: Footway abruptly ends at the cemetery Figure 23: Opportunity to widen footway
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Link dm 7 1n - Deer Park Road (Burford Road to Curbridge Road)

Route Description

This route along Deer Park Road links Curbridge Road with Burford Road. It is a 40mph road with a shared cycleway / footway on
the eastern side of the road. The cycleway / footway is generally in good condition for cyclists and pedestrians; however, there is no
street lighting.

Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT)

im 85% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
1n 83% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
Route Selection Tool (RST)
Im-1n Directness Gradient Safety Connectivity Comfort
Findings

1 No crossing facilities or hardstanding for northbound bus stop on the western side of Deer Park Road
9 Uneven surfaces due to tree routes

1  No clear means of accessing leisure routes across Deer Park Road (despite signage) (Figure 26)

1

Crossing on splitter island at the junction of Ralegh Crescent is narrower than on approaching footway / cycleway, which
could serve as a trip hazard for visually impaired pedestrians

1  No means of crossing to western side of Deer Park Road (south of Range Road). Currently no infrastructure on the western
side but future development may warrant improved connectivity

9  Tree canopy hangs low over cycleway

Figure 26: Splitter island does not align to footways Figure 27: No means of accessing northbound bus stop
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Link 10,1p,1u,1v - Footpaths between Burford Road and Curbridge Road

Route Description

The northern part of this route is formed of two two-way roads (30mph), Windrush Valley Road and Apley Way. The southern part of
the route is formed of another two-way road (30mph), Edington Road. The roads are small residential roads mainly used for access.
The two parts are joined by a shared cycle way / footway around West Witney Primary School.

Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT)

lo 94% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
1p 89% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
1u 89% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
1lv 89% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
Route Selection Tool (RST)
lo,1p,1u,1lv Directness Gradient Safety Connectivity Comfort
Findings

1  There are no dropped kerbs around the footpath crossing with Farmington Drive

1  Overgrown vegetation constricts visibility and covers some of the footway / cycleway creating a conflict between
pedestrians and cyclists

1 Poor surface quality including potholes and raised manholes resulting in nearby ponding
9 Guard railing at the end of the cycleway constrains pedestrians and cycles passing
1 Worn surface indicates clear desire line, cutting corner from footway

Figure 30: Poor surface quality Figure 31: No dropped kerbs
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Link 1q, 1x, 1z Footpath (Deer Park Road i Tower Hill)

Route Description

There is a shared footway / cycleway that connects Deer Park Road and Tower Hill. There are a number of spurs off this route
including small residential roads which are used as cut throughs for pedestrians and cyclists. There is a short section of road to the
east which permits vehicular access. However, this is to access a two houses and therefore is infrequently used. The shared
footway / cycleway is a popular route used by pedestrians and cyclists as it connects to West Witney Primary School. The route is lit;
however, there is not much natural surveillance.

Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT)

1q 86% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
1x 86% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
1z 79% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
Route Selection Tool (RST)
1q, 1z Directness Gradient Safety Connectivity Comfort
1x Directness Gradient Safety Connectivity Comfort
Findings
1 Two manholes sit high compared with footway level i pedestrians with mobility aids were observed re-routing to avoid the
manholes

I  Uneven surfacing along sections of the route

1  Physical barriers, aimed at slowing down cyclists, were observed to be bypassed (Figure 32). Barriers are not wide
enough to comfortably fit adapted bikes / cargo bikes through

1 Wayfinding is missing / damaged. Not clear where to go if unfamiliar with the area

Figure 33: Narrow barriers

P

Figure 34: Wayfinding misleading Figure 35: Shared path
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Link 1r 7 1t Footpath (Deer Park Road i Ralegh Crescent)

Route Description

The northern part of the route is a two-way road, Valence Crescent (30mph), and the southern part of the route is also a two- way
road, Ralegh Crescent. These parts are joined by a footpath which runs alongside Deer Park field and Ralegh Crescent park.

Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT)

1r 100% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
1s 94% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
1t 94% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
Route Selection Tool (RST)
1ri 1t Directness Gradient Safety Connectivity Comfort
Findings

1 Pedestrians crossing movements from footpath to Stow Avenue obstructed by barrier
1 Good wayfinding, although more signs and of the same type would be useful
1 Mostly unlit

Figure 38: Unlit path Figure 39: Narrow sections
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Link 1y i Range Road (Downs Road i Deer Park Road)

Route Description

Range Road is a two-way road (40mph) which connects Downs Road with Deer Park Road. It has a shared use footway / cycleway
which runs parallel to the carriageway, completely separated from motor vehicles. The footway / cycleway is generally of good
quality.

Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT)

ly 9%  Atractiveness  Comfort  Directness  Safety  Coherence

Route Selection Tool (RST)

ly  Directness  Gradient Safey  Connectivity  Comfort

Findings
1  There is no means of crossing to the southern side of Range Road at the junction of Deer Park Road. There is currently no
infrastructure on the southern side; however, future development of this land may warrant improved connectivity

1  Overgrown vegetation constricts visibility and covers some of the footway / cycleway creating a conflict between
pedestrians and cyclists

Figure 40: No means of crossing to the south of Range Figure 41: Shared footway / cycleway
Road
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Link 2a1 2b T Burford Road (Tower Hill roundabout i Bridge Street roundabout)

Route Description

This route is a two-way road (30mph) connecting Tower Hill and Bridge Street. Burford Road is a busy road being one of the main
vehicular routes into Witney from the north and west. There is a newly constructed shared use footway / cycleway on the northern
side of the carriageway. There are steep level differences on the shared footway / cycleway at each side road. There is a new
toucan crossing to the east of Davenport Road and one opposite Woodford Mill. Sections of Burford Road (to the east) are quite
narrow.

Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT)

2a 78% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
2b 83% Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence
Route Selection Tool (RST)
2ai 2b Directness Gradient Safety Connectivity Comfort
Findings

I Narrow section of footway (less than 1.8m) on Mill Street

1 Steep level difference at public house access creates a crossfall which may be uncomfortable for pedestrians
1  Ponding with new crossing which could encourage injudicious crossing movements elsewhere

I  Footway crossing within lay-by at Tower Hill encourages pedestrians to cross between parked vehicles

gy o j T,

Figure 42: Burford Road

3

Figure 44: Shared footway / cycleway Figure 45: Pedestrian crossing from layby
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Link 2c i Tower Hill (between Burford Road and Fiveways roundabout)
Route Description
Tower Hill is a main connection into Witney. The southern section of the route is very steep (heading towards Burford Road), making
it challenging for cyclists. There is no dedicated cycle provision on Tower Road at the moment, with the exception of a small section
of shared use footway between Beech Road and Fiveways roundabout.
Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT)
2 w4 | Ataciveness || Comfort | Difectness |  saety  Coherence
Route Selection Tool (RST)
2c _‘ Gradient ‘ Safety _‘ Comfort
Findings
1 Carriageway ponding within extents of uncontrolled crossing across Tower Court
1 Lack of crossing facilities on Tower Hill where footway terminates on western side of road (south of Windrush Valley Road)
1 Pedestrian crossing and a wig-wag sign suggest crossing patrol but no crossing provided
1 Potential to convert verge on western side of Tower Hill to footway
1  Access to / from eastern shared-use footway / cycleway is unclear for cyclists
Figure 46: No footway on the eastern side of Tower Hill Figure 47: Lack of crossing facilities
Figure 48: Toucan crossing on Tower Hill Figure 49: Narrow eastern footway

Pell Frischmann Page 20



