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Planning Report 

For:  PLANNING AND REGULATION COMMITTEE – 27 JULY 2015  

By:    Deputy Director for Environment & Economy (Strategy & Infrastructure 

Planning) 

 

 

Division Affected 

 

 

Division Affected:           Ploughley  

Contact Officer:              David Periam                        Tel:    Oxford 895151 

Location:                         Ardley Energy from Waste Site 

Application No:                MW.0067/13 

District Council Area:  Cherwell 

Applicant:   Viridor 

1. Members will recall that at the meeting of the Planning and Regulation 
Committee on 22 June 2015, officers advised under Chairman’s Updates that a 
response had just been received from Viridor in response to a letter sent 
outlining members views on the required Review of the external lighting scheme 
and also the impacts of the internal lighting from the Energy from Waste facility 
following the meeting of this committee on 13th April 2015. The letter sent to 
Viridor is attached as Annex 1. The response is attached as Annex 2. 
  

2. With regard to the required Review of external lighting, the key point is that 
Viridor has agreed that the phased switching- off of the lights has been revised 
such that the minimum level of external lighting is now commenced at 8.30 pm in 
the evening through to 5.00 am the next morning, rather than commencing at 
11.00 pm. It is also advised that Viridor will regularly monitor the external lighting 
to identify extraneous lighting that is not required for the safe operational of the 
site in the 1/3 lighting phase. 
 

3. With regard to the impact of the internal lighting and also the coloured panels 
which had also been identified in the County Council’s letter as being of concern, 
the response is that the facility has been built in accordance with all approved 
details. Viridor is open to looking at further mitigation measures and has had 
further discussions with the contractor with regard to the current internal lighting 
Lux levels but is not prepared to invest any more significant resource on this 
issue. In the event that the County Council is able to reach consensus on the 
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detailed nature of the changes that are required, has secured the necessary 
planning approvals and the funding to carry out the changes, then Viridor would 
be willing to discuss the issue further at that point. It is also noted that Viridor will 
be submitting a revised restoration scheme with levels that will be able to take 
into account the views of the facility, particularly from Ardley.  
 

4. Clearly it is not for the County Planning Authority to secure further planning 
permissions or funding on behalf of Viridor. A further letter has been sent in 
response which is attached as Annex 3. I will advise the committee in due 
course of any further response from Viridor.  

 

5. However, I would advise that at the site liaison meeting on 8th July and 
somewhat in contrast to the response set out above, representatives of Viridor 
advised that they had already trialled the placing of blinds to see if this would 
reduce the internal light escaping the building and that further such would be 
carried out later this year as the nights draw in. It was also advised that local 
residents’ representatives on the liaison meeting would be advised of this so that 
they could provide feedback on the effect. 

 

6. With regard to the Review of external lighting, if members have any further 
comments to make then these will be passed on to Viridor. My advice on this 
aspect would be that the action taken following the view should be welcomed 
and that no further correspondence on this matter is required. With regard to the 
other points, I will further update the committee as and when any further 
response is received. 

 
 Recommendation 
 

7. It is RECOMMENDED that the Committee notes the report and advises 
officers if there are any further comments they would wish to be passed on 
to Viridor with regard to the Review of the external lighting.  
 
 

BEV HINDLE 
Deputy Director for Environment & Economy (Strategy & Infrastructure Planning)  
 
July 2015 
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