Division(s): Jericho & Osney

PLANNING AND REGULATION COMMITTEE -1 DECEMBER 2014

COMMONS ACT 2006:
IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER THE OXPENS
MEADOW, OXFORD IN OXFORDSHIRE AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE
GREEN

Report by the County Solicitor and Head of Legal Services
Introduction

1. On 29 September 2008, an application to register a Town or Village Green at
the Oxpens Meadow, Oxford was received. The County Council are the
Registration Authority appointed under the Commons Act 2006 to register
Commons and Town or Village Greens. This application a copy of which is
attached at Annex 1, was submitted formally in pursuance of the Act and has
now to be determined by the County Council.

2. The Planning & Regulation Committee have delegated powers to determine
such applications.

3. An objection to the application was received from the Oxford City Council (the
landowner and “Objector’) and the application was considered by an
experienced barrister. Before the issues could be fully resolved however, the
Applicant and Objector entered into negotiations and in due course a
compromise was reached.

4. The Committee needs to determine this application in any event and so the
appropriate recommendation follows.

The Oxpens Meadow

5. The Oxpens Meadow is a large area of land to the south of the Oxpens Road
in Oxford. Its eastern boundary is the Castle Mill Stream and the southern is
the River Thames (or Isis). To the north-east lies the Oxpens Ice Rink. The
land is predominantly managed grassland with some mature trees.

6. The application site is readily accessible on foot from its boundary onto
Thames Street/Oxpens Road and also via footpaths from adjoining land
(including over a footbridge crossing of Castle Mill Stream).

7. Further detail of these features can be seen on the plan annexed to the
application at Annex 1.
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The Town or Village Green Application

On 29 September 2008, Mr Colin Bridger applied on behalf of the St Ebbes
New Development Residents Association (SENDRA) to the County Council
under Section 15(2) of the Commons Act 2006 to register the Oxpens
Meadow as a Town or Village Green since by his assertion, it had become
eligible to be registered as such a Green on that date. He alleged that (a) local
residents had used it for lawful sports and pastimes as of right (without
obstruction, permission, stealth or force) for an unbroken period of twenty
years and (b) they continue to do so until the date of the application.

The County Council duly publicised the application and invited objections. An
initial objection was received from the Oxford City Council, the relevant
landowner.

The Objection and Further Submissions

The landowner objected on the grounds that the application land had been
acquired by it in 1923 for the purposes of a park or pleasure ground under
s164 of the Public Health Act 1875. As such, they contended that all public
use would be pursuant to a statutory right to do so and would not therefore be
‘as of right’ as required by s15 of the 2006 Act.

The Applicant responded to this with a lengthy submission settled by Public
Law Solicitors. In it, they accept that the land was acquired under the 1875
Act, but they argue that the land was later appropriated by the City Council to
various other uses pursuant to s122 of the Local Government Act 1972 or its
predecessor powers. They further argue that that, when the land was put back
into use as a public park, it was never formally re-appropriated to such use
and therefore the public were not using it under any statutory right to do so.
Such use would therefore be ‘as of right' and qualify for the purposes of the
2006 Act.

The County Council appointed very experienced Counsel — Mr Vivian
Chapman QC - to prepare a written Opinion on the issues raised by the
landowner’s objection and the Applicant’s response. Mr Chapman QC was
asked to advise on whether the matter could be determined on the papers or
whether a public inquiry would be needed. His advice was, in summary, that
the Applicant had raised an arguable case that the subsequent appropriations
had occurred, but that there were several factual matters that needed to be
established before a decision could be made. The parties were therefore
requested to undertake further research into the background of the land.

There then followed an extended period of time during which the landowner
carried out a great deal of research into its records and archives concerning
the various uses of the land over the years. The results were comprised in a
Further Submission dated 27 November 2009. This was passed on to the
Applicant for a response which was received on 5 February 2010.
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Due to the complex nature of the further submissions by the parties, the
registration authority intended to refer the matter back to Mr Chapman QC for
further advice. Before this was done, however, the parties informed the
registration authority that the City Council was considering making a voluntary
application for registration as a green of part of the Oxpens Meadow. The
parties therefore asked if the application could be put ‘on hold” while they
considered whether this would allow the City Council to carry out the works it
needed to and also whether the area to be registered by the City Council was
acceptable to the Applicant for the protection of open space.

The City Council and Applicant then negotiated directly on possible solutions
and in late 2012 settled on the dedication of most of the Oxpens Meadow as a
Queen Elizabeth 1l Field as part of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations. Such
dedication involved a Deed of Dedication dated 14 February 2013 entered into
with the National Playing Fields Association (Annex 2) and the registration of a
restriction on the register of title (Annex 3).

In view of the contents of the Deed of Dedication, the Applicant was satisfied
that the Oxpens Meadow is now adequately protected for public recreation
and has formally requested by a letter dated 10 September 2013 (Annex 4)
that their application be withdrawn. The City Council supports this course of
action.

The Determination of the Application

The parties are in agreement that the application dated 29 September 2008
can be withdrawn as it has in effect been superseded by the registration of the
land as a Queen Elizabeth Il Field. The registration authority has no objection
to this course of action. The application is ‘duly made’ however and there is no
delegation to officers to determine an application in such circumstances. A
resolution of the Committee is therefore required.

It is open to Members to reject the recommendation contained in this report.
However, if they do there are several factual and legal issues raised by the
parties and not yet resolved in relation to the village green application. To
resolve these would require a public inquiry to be held which would incur
significant additional time and cost. This option is unlikely to be supported by
the City Council and the Applicant.

RECOMMENDATION

The Committee is RECOMMENDED to REJECT the application for
registration of the Oxpens Meadow, Oxford as described in the
application by Mr Colin Bridger on behalf of the St Ebbes New
Development Residents’ Association dated 29 September 2008 as a new
town or village green pursuant to the Commons Act 2006, by consent of
the Applicant and the landowner of the application land.



PETER CLARK
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County Solicitor and Head of Law & Culture

Background papers:

Application in Form 44 dated 29 September 2008 plus
supporting papers

Objection submissions by the Oxford City Council dated
19 March 2009

Applicant’'s submissions (undated) in response to
objection

Further submissions of Oxford City Council dated 27
November 2009

Applicant’s response dated 4 February 2010

Opinions of Mr Vivian Chapman QC dated 15 January
2009 and 9 August 2009

Contact Officer: Richard Goodlad, Principal Solicitor

November 2014
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FORM 44
Commons Act 2006: Section 15

Application for the registration of land as a Town or
Village Green

Official stamp of registration authority x
el ; N : . REG2O
indicating valid date of receipt: Application number; [ biks I
COMMONS ACT 2006 Register unit No(s): ] l
NTY COUNCIL
X R D S & THORITY
99 SEP 2008 VG number allocated at registration:

{CRA to complete only if application s successhul)

Applicants are advised to read the ‘Guidance Notes for the completion of an Application for the Registration of
tand as a Town or Village Green’ and to note the following:

= All applicants should complete questions 1-6 and 10-11

< Appiicants applying for registration under sechon 15(1) of the 2006 Act shauid, in addition, complete questions 7-8
Secton 15¢1) enables any parson to apply to registar land as a green where the cntena lor registration in section
15(2), (3) or (4) apply

«  Applicants applying for voluntary registration under section 15(3) should, n additon, camplele question 9

1. Registration Authority

Note 1 To the

insen name of
Oxfordshire County (ovncil
Covnly Hall Oxfod
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Note 2

i thare is more than
ane appltcant, fist alf
names Please use a
separate sheol i
necessary. State the
fu!f tle of the
organsaton if a body
COIDOIAlE 0F
vacorperate

i quiestion 35 not
coimpialed alf
corresponkience and
nofrees will be sent (o
the first named
anpizcant

Note 3

Tixs question should
be comploted it a
sohoitor is institisted
for the purposes of the
appiicaton I so all
corrasponderice aiid
notices will ho sent to
ihe person or firm
namei hee

2. Name and address of the applicant

Name: | St Ebbes New Develapment Regidents’ Associahm |

CSSMDRAT
Full postal address:
Chairmen : MarK Luntey
45 Trinity S Slebbes  ©xy ITY

Secrelany : Elizabeth Jetfreys
30 Thnbffj st ‘9‘ Ebées Postoode OX ! Ty

Telephone number:

(nel national dialling :x»de)'Md’k Lunt /W OI865 ~251012 |

Fax number: { ]
(inct. natonal dialling code)

E-mail address: L —I

3. Name and address of solicitor, if any

Name: | l

Firm: I ‘

Full postal address:

Post code

Telephone number: [ ]
{incl national challing code)

Fax number
(anel natonal dialling :;odr:)l I

E-mail address: I ]
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Note 4

For further advice on
the catenia and
yuahtying dates for
fegstialion please see
Section 4 of the
Guidance Noles

* Secton 15(6)
ehables any period of
siatutory closure
whera aceess to the
fand is demed (o be
disregardedin
detomuing the 20
yeat peiodd

4. Basis of application for registration and qualifying criteria
If you are the landowner and are seeking voluntarily to register your land
please tick this box and move to question 5.

Application made under section 15(8): D

If the application is made under section 15(1) of the Act, please tick ane of
the following boxes to indicate which particular subsection and qualifying
criterion applies to the case.

Section 15(2) applies:
Section 15(3) applies: D
Section 15(4) applies: D

if section 15(3)} or (4) applies please indicate the date on which you consider
that use as of right ended.

If section 15(6)" applies please indicate the period of statutory closure (if
any) which needs to be disregarded.
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Note 5

The accompanying
map must be at a
scale of al least

12 500 and show the
fand by distinctive
cofounng to enable to
i to be cleardy
identified

* Only complete if the
land is already
registerod as comimon
fand

Note 6

ftmay be possible to
ndicatatho foeality of
the green by reference
o a2n admimistrative
area, such as a pansh
of electoral ward. o
other area sufficientiy
defined by name ‘such
as g viffaye o sbeel)

If this 13 not possible #
iz should be
providded on which a
focalty or
neighbourhood is
marked clearly

5. Description and particulars of the area of land in respect of which
application for registration is made

Name by which usually known:

oxpegg recrealion grovnct

OXPENS meadow or Feld [ sec map A ou page 12]

Location:

Oxpens road
oxford

Shown in colour on the map which is marked and attached to the statutory
declaration.

Common land register unit number (if relevant) *

8. Locality or neighbourhood within a locality in respect of which the
application is made

Please show the locality or neighbourhood within the locality to which the
claimed green relates, either by writing the administrative area or
geographical area by name below, or by attaching @ map on which the area is
clearly marked:

St. Ebbes

st. Themas
Faradise Square
Oshey
Gramdponl

[565 map & o page 14»_]

Tick here if map attached:
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Note 7

Apolicants stoutd
foravide & suinimary of
the case for -,
registiation hore and
enclose a sepaiate full
statomont and afi othe:
aviclence including any
wiltioss statornonts in
suppait of the
apphoatrorn:

Tas informalion s not
needoedif alandowner
s applying Lo register
the jand as a green
undier sacton 15(8)

7. Justification for application to register the land as a town or village
green

Oxpens Recreahion Grownd, or Meadow hag been o recreatiom
area ab leaslas earty asthe lals 194 Mw\y.

I 15 o delightul open green space of appro<imalely

22 heclares sutunded, by frees and,on liwsides,
by the Ruver Thames and. Caste Mill Shrean.

The meadow fotms an imporfant green element in
Oxford s West End and. should continue & provicte
recteahonal space when new developments loke place
on s northern and weslem boundanes, /t'pmw?lcs
a place of relakive peace and lravquilily welhun a few
paces of He éa.s/'ldy cdy cenlre.

For many ;mrg the Meadiow has been the focus for
A vanely of Fecreahional ackiifres. Some of these are
Orgamzed eveuts occurting butthe genernd
use 15 by local pecple 'as of Fight ' ana visilors
for hformal sporl and pagkimes . LF 15 ales used daily
by shoppers, cyclish , runners andt. ofters crossi
Eyprcally from Osney lo SEEbbes, and Grandpont
to St Thomas, as heallttuer rpoutes wmpared lo
rnearby roads.

The Meadow 15 an important part of Oxfords Fleod
defences . In the severe flood of by 2co7, well
over half the area was submerged and. remained
walerlegged for some considerable time aflonards,
Rounded on Lo sides by waler and forming the L
Of a green wedge inlp the Colyy frov the Soubh
(Framdpont: Nafure k) the Meadow 15 an excellent
Locakion 15 oberve a wide vanely of wildlife specres

pardiculady bils,

SENDRA's case 15 developed, further m & senes of
appendiees fo this form. See note 10 for a Uistof these.
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Note 8
Piease use a separate
sheet 1t nocessary

Where reievant inchide
mieronce 1o title
nuinibers in the regisies
af titfe hold by the
Land Rogisty

if no one has boen
identified in this
seetion you should
write ‘none’

THus information is hot
needed if a landowner
i applying to reqister
the iand as a green
under section 15(8)

Note 9

List alf such
deciarations that
agcompany the
application If none is
mquired, wite “none”

Itus information s not
needed if an
application 1s hefig
made to register the
land as a gicen undor
section 15(%)

Note 10

iist &l supporling
documents and maps
accompanying the
appheation If none,
wite ‘none”

Please use a separate
sheel if necessary

8. Name and address of every person whom the applicant believes to be
an owner, lessee, tenant or occupier of any part of the land ¢claimed to
be a town or village green

Oxford Cdif Cauncil,
Town Hall

st Aldales

Oxford

8. Voluntary registration — declarations of consent from ‘relevant
leaseholder’; and of the proprietor of any ‘relevant charge’ over the land

10. Supporting documentation

Appendices A: MapA.

B: Map B.

(@5 Y [ fl{l.t'}lf I&K

D: Witness slalemenls
E: Hislorical Evidence
F: Planning [ssves

G: Biedivers itg
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Note 11

il thera are any other
matiors which should
He biought to the
atiention of the
gistratos authonty
G partiedar il a
porson lerested

the fand 1s exposted to
shalienge tho
apfication fol
registiabory) Full
details should be given
here aron & separate
sheel if nacassaty

Note 12

The application inust
bo siqned by each
wnehvidual appiicant, or
ov fhe authonsed

icey Of arn applicant
whichi is a body
corporate or
eornorato

11. Any other infarmation relating to the application

See Appendix F on page 56

Date: I

27Hn Septwviboy 2009 |

Signatures: ‘

Seerclary: G S N-?d}n;g_{

REMINDER TO APPLICANT

You are advised to keep a copy of the application and all associated documentation.
Applicants should be aware that signature of the statutory declaration is a sworn statement
of truth in presenting the application and accompanying evidence. The making of a false
statement for the purposes of this application may render the maker liable to prosecution.

Data Protection Act 1998

The application and any representations made cannot be treated as confidential. To determine the
application i will be necessary for the registration atthority to disclose information received from
you to others, which may include other local authorities, Government Depaitments, public bodies,
other organisations and members of the public.
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Statutory Declaration In Support

Y Insert full name
(and address if not
given in the
application form).

-~ Delete and adapt
as hecessary.

* Insert name if
Applicable

* Complete only in
the case of
votuntary
registration (strike

through if this is not

refevant)

To be made by the applicant, or by one of the applicants, or by his or
their solicitor, or, if the applicant is a body corporate or unincorporate,
by fts soficitor, or by the person who signed the application.

MARNK. ALAN LUNTLEY -

R " solemnly and sincerely declare as follows: —

1.7 | am (the-persan-{one of the persons) who éaer (have) signed
the foregoing application)) & e t

2. The facts set out in the application form are to the best of my
knowledge and belief fully and truly stated and | am not aware of any
other fact which should be brought to the attention of the registration
authority as likely to affect its decision on this application, nor of any
document relating to the matter other than those (if any) mentioned in
parts 10 and 11 of the application

3. The map now produced as part of this declaration is the map
referred to in part 5 of the application.

4." | hereby

e

Ve

Cont!
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© Continued been efeived and are exhﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁ this declaration; o

(il »here no such consentgare required, a declaratign to that effect.

And | make this
same to be

lemn declaration, consgi€ntiously believing e

Deciared by the said )
MARK ALAN  LUNTLEY. R m
) :
at Q@ Sdver Wdp— )
S W ) Signature of Declarant
oeled 0¥\ 1T+ )
E)
this :):f\ day of ‘fw 2&( }

Before me *

2
Signature: ‘\{\'Lﬁu Kﬂ*:&‘
Address: 0\ M\Q/’\ Wk
Sy e
Sy o\ \
Qualification: A SSL\(:(\’SL,

0.

*x

The statutory declaration must be made before a justice of the peace, practising
solicitor, commissioner far oaths or notary public.

Signature of the statutory declaration is a sworn statement of truth in presenting the
application and accompanying evidence.

REMINDER TO OFFICER TAKING DECLARATION:

Please mitial all alterations and mark any map as an exhibit




PN9

Appendix A : Map to a scale of 1:2500 (MAP A)
Showing the land outlined in green
(part 5)
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THhis 15 the, exhibit maded ‘A’ referred 5 th the
slalutory declarabion of NEKL fLAN LUUTLEY
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FIELDS IN TRUST — QUEEN ELIZABETH Il FIELDS
Non-Charitable Deed of Dedication
Local Authority Protected

The Oxford City Council (1)
and

National Playing Fields Association (2)

Oxpens Meadow
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14"
THIS DEED OF DEDICATION is made on the 4- day of dem\? 20)3

BETWEEN

(1)

()

THE OXFORD CITY COUNCIL of The Town Hall, St. Aldate’s, Oxford OX1 1BX and of
DX4309, Oxford and its successors in title (the Council); and

NATIONAL PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION, operating as Fields in Trust, of Kings
Chambers, 15 Crinan Street, London N1 95Q a Royal Charter Organisation
established for charitable purposes (registered charity number 306070) and its
successors in title (FIT)

(the Council and FIT being together called the Parties)

WHEREAS:

1.

The property more particularly specified in the Schedule (the Property) forms part of
the corporate property of the Council. The Council, in response to representations
from neighbouring Oxford residents, has agreed not to use the Property as
development land, but has reserved the right to undertake such flood remediation
and flood prevention work at oron the Property as may be reasonably required.

The parties have contracted in correspondence that the Property will be dedicated
in the manner and for the purposes set out below (but without any intention to
Create any charitable trust), and in accordance with the mutual undertakings given
by the parties.

The Council gives the following undertakings:

3.1 Not to use the Property or permit the Property to be used other than as an
area of public open space, for use by the public for leisure or recreational
purposes and/or for the purpose of holding occasional fetes, fairs, circuses,
concerts, dramatic productions, sporting events, community events and
other public entertainments which may involve the erection of marquees,
tents and other temporary structures or enclosures (entry to which may or
may not be subject to the impaosition of a charge), and which may involve
the entry onto the Property of necessary motor vehicles, provided that there
shall be no more than ¢ such events per calendar year (the Primary Use);
such use being subject to any reasonably required flood remediation or
flood prevention work;

3.2 Not (in so far as it has the power to do so) to dispose of the Property
without the consent of FIT;
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33 To return the property to its Primary Use as far as is reasonably practicable
following the completion of any reasonably required flood remediation or
flood prevention works within a reasonable time;

34 It will not (in so far as it has the power to do so) erect any building or
Structure on the Property the use of which falls outside of the Primary Use in
Clause 3.1, without the consent of Fields in Trust; For the avoidance of
doubt buildings and facilitites ancillary to the Primary Use will not require
FIT consent.

3.5 To inform FIT without delay of any proposals, intentions or decisions to
dispose of or erect any structures or carry out any flood remediation or
flood prevention works on the Property;

3.6 To maintain the Property and so far as is consistent with its duties as a local
authority to have regard to any advice given from time to time by FIT on the
management and running of the Property;

37 To erect notices on the Property in the form of signage provided by FIT
relating to the background of FIT and the Queen Elizabeth 1| Fields and giving
recognition of financial support where required;

3.7 To apply within three months of the date of this Deed on form RX1 annexed
hereto for the registration in the proprietorship register of the registered
title of the Property at the Land Registry of a restriction to the following
effect:

“No disposition of the registered estate by the proprietor of the registered estate is to be
registered without a certificate signed by National Playing Fields Association of 15 Crinan
Street, London N1 95Q or by its conveyancer that the provisions of pa ragraph 4 of The Deed
of Dedication dated (1® Fel 2013 ] between The Oxford City Council (1) and National
Playing Fields Assaciation (2) have been complied with”;

3.8 To apply within three months of the date of this Deed on form AN1 annexed
hereto for the registration in the charges register of the registered title of
the Property at the Land Registry of a notice to the following effect:

“By a Deed of Dedication dated uq“ @Lmu) 2013 ]between The Oxford City Council
(1} and National Playing Fields Association (2) the land in this title was dedicated for use as
an area of public open space, for use by the public for leisure or recreational purposes
and/or for the purpose of holding occasional fetes, fairs, circuses, concerts, dramatic

more than 6 such events per calendar year (the Primary Use); such use being subject to any
reasonably required flood remediation or flood prevention work”
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3.9 To notify FIT immediately once the registrations referred to in clauses 3.7
and 3.8 have been completed.

FIT undertakes that jt will:

4.1 Not unreasonably withhold consent to disposal of the Property or the
erection of structures upon the Property, subject to its duty to perform its
charitable objects and provided that the relevant provisions of this Deed
have been complied with;

4.2 Respond without delay to any natifications of intended disposal or erection
of structures, or to any requests for advice; and

4.3 Notify the Council without delay of any concerns or matters of advice to
which it requires the Council to have regard.

IN WITNESS whereof this Deed of Dedication is executed the day and year first before

written
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SCHEDULE

All that freehold property being land lying to the south-east side of Oxford Ice Rink, Oxpens
Road, Oxford which is identified on the plan outlined in red and annexed to this Deed being
H M Land Registry Title Number ON305227.

EXECUTED as a DEED by affixing the
The COMMON SEAL of

OXFORD CITY COUNCIL

in the presence of:

- Jovnos

minated Officer:
Name:

EXECUTED as a DEED by affixing the
The COMMON SEAL of

NATIONAL PLAYING FIELDS
ASSOCIATION

in the presence of:

/(1 (LA}\ AT Member of Council

= Member of Council

o
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JIne )
wh& & -
in the "ﬁrbqence
"y, S 7
NOMINATED 2]

UFFIogi

Vs
by,
A

7, 1ot the exact e, of the boundaries. 1 may bo subject fo tistorbon in 56410, MosUTBMents acalod from his plan may nok
nts betwien tha soma points on the ground. Ses Land Registy Pubfic Gurde 19 - Titte Plans and Boundaries.
with by Land Registry, Gloucester Office.
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O ﬂ:lCl a’ o Title number ON305227 Edition date 04.03.2013
Of [ egi Ste o f - Trlr\i/'s ofﬁcie(a)l caopy fg%ﬁsztshe entries in the register of title on
2013 at 12:04: A
H == fll‘hisacggte mustabe quoted as the "search from date" in any
Ut e official search application based on this copy.

the entry was made in the register,
— Issued on 4 March 2013. _ '
— Under s.67 of the Land Registration Act 2002, this copy is
admissible in evidence to the same extent as the original.

website www.landregistry.gov.uk or Land Registry Public
uide 7 - A guide to the information we keep and how you

can obtain it ' .
— This title is deait with by Land Registry Gloucester Office.

A: Property register
This register describes the land and estate Comprised in the title.
OXFORDSHIRE ¢ OXFORD

1 The Freehold land shown edged with red on the plan of the above title_filed

B: Proprietorship register
This register Specifies the class of title and identifies the owner. It contains any
entries that affect the right of disposal,

Title absolute

1 (05.12.2012) PROPRIETOR: THE OXFORD CITY COUNCIL of The Town Hall, st
Aldate's, Oxford ox] 1BX and of DX4309, oxforq.

Paragraph 4 of the Deed of Dedication dated 14 February 2013 madg between
(1) Oxford City Council and (2) National Playing Fields Association have
been Complied with,

Page 1
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Title number ON305227

L
o

C: Charges register continued

2

The land is subject to the following rights reserved by a Conveyance
thereof and other land dated 15 December 1923 made between (1) The Dean and
Chapter of The Cathedral Church of Christ in Oxford of the Foundation of
King Henry The Eighth (Vendor) and (2) Oxford Corporation (Purchaser):-

"Excepting and Reserving unto the Vendors their successors and assigns and
all other persons who have or may hereafter have the like right the free
and uninterrupted passage and running of water and soil from the adjoining
or neighbouring hereditaments through or into the channels sewers drains
and watercourses in or under the hereditaments hereby contracted to be sold
and Excepting and reserving also unto the Vendors the right to build on

any portion of their land abutting on or in the neighbourhood of the land
hereby conveyed or any part thereof."

(04.03.2013) By a Deed dated 14 February 2013 made between (1) Oxford City
Council and (2) National Playing Fields Association the land in this title
was dedicated to the public as a public playing field and recreation
ground.

The said deed contains restrictive conditions

NOTE: Copy filed

End of register
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Saint Ebbe’s New Development Residents’ Association

Mr Richard Goodlad

Principal Solicitor (Conveyencing)

Oxfordshire County Council

County Hall

New Road

Oxford OX1 IND 10" September 2013

Dear Richard
Re: SENDRA’s application for Town Green status for Oxpens Meadow

As you know, the above application was suspended in early 2010. The purpose of the
suspension was to give SENDRA and Oxford City Council time and space to explore
alternative ways of securing the future of the Meadow in perpetuity as a public open
space for informal recreation.

In February 2012, the City Executive Board agreed formally to apply for town green
status itself for Oxpens Meadow after flood compensation works were completed.
Although this represented considerable progress in ensuring the future of the Meadow, it
had the disadvantage that there was no time limit for these works and everything was
dependent on the wider developments of the West End and the pace at which they
unfolded. This uncertainty caused us much anxiety.

In August 2012, we became aware of the QEII Jubilee Field programme promoted by the
National Playing Fields Association under the label ‘Fields in Trust’. We drew the City’s
attention to this scheme and to the possibility of pursuing this alternative path to secure
the Meadow’s future. The scheme was due to close at the end of 2012. To our great
satisfaction the City actively explored the Field in Trust approach.

In December 2012, the City notified the Land Registry that it was separating off part of
its holding of land at the Oxpens so as to create the Field in Trust. Early in 2013, the
Deed of Dedication was signed by the City and the NPFA.

The land covered by this Deed excludes a piece of Oxpens Meadow behind the Ice Rink.
This piece of land formed part of the SENDRA application for town green status. In
March 2013 we were notified by the City that it intended to protect its interests in this
land against any future adverse claim. This was done in April by the erection on the land
of signage proclaiming ownership. SENDRA did not object but expressed our wish that if
and when flood remediation works were carried out on this land the Council would
consider adding it to the Field in Trust.
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SENDRA is of the opinion that we have secured the future of Oxpens Meadow as a
public open space for informal recreation to the best of our ability and that pursuit of our
application for Town Green status would serve no useful purpose. Therefore, we wish
formally to withdraw that application and request you to undertake any necessary steps to
facilitate this withdrawal.

I should like to take this opportunity on behalf of SENDRA and our subsidiary group:
Friends of Oxpens Meadow to thank you most warmly for your help and advice since the
application was first made in 2008.

Sincerely

i

Luke Gander
Chair SENDRA
34 Trinity Street
Oxford
OX11TY



