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ANNEX 2

A40/Witney Road, Eynsham – Prohibition of right turn

Summary of comments

Respondent
Support Proposals


Objection
Officer Comment

Resident,

Newland Close, Eynsham
N
Bringing in this scheme ‘by the back door’ as bus lane proposal will be years away.

Traffic surveys are inadequate.

Delay of A40 traffic by right turners is rare.  Hold-ups caused by other manoeuvres.

Traffic signals at the Witney Road junction would encourage drivers to use it as a ‘rat-run’.  It would also stop A40 traffic and affect traffic flows for 10 miles or so.


This proposal is designed to aid buses into Eynsham, the bus lanes would aid their leaving Eynsham.  Current plans are for the bus lanes to be implemented in 2006/7 and 2007/8.  

Consultants were employed to carry out feasibility studies for the improvement of the A40.  This involved carrying out surveys along the A40 and they believe the surveys do reflect the usage of the A40 and its junctions.

Whilst few drivers turn right, those who do can cause significant hold-ups if westbound A40 traffic stops to let them out.  Further, this movement is likely to increase if a stage is allowed in the signals.  This would then result in greater delays for A40 traffic.

The purpose of the signals is to regulate turning movements, allowing a greater flow on the A40.  The turning lane would be extended so that traffic turning into Witney Road would not hold up eastbound A40 traffic.  Those turning right would be held for a significant period, discouraging its use.  However, buses would be able to ‘call’ for a ‘green’ so that they would not be held up.



Respondent
Support Proposals


Objection
Officer Comment

Resident, Newland Close, Eynsham (cont)

Scheme would not reduce accidents, as there are very few.

Diversion places more vehicles onto the other two possible routes through Eynsham.  This would then hold up the buses you are trying to speed up.
It is acknowledged that there are few accidents at this junction involving right-turns out of Witney Road.  This is probably due to the fact that few drivers attempt the manoeuvre.  However, prohibition of the turn would eliminate the possibility completely,

Traffic surveys (and the objector) indicate that the right turn movement is rare, thus drivers wishing to travel east must already take these routes.  As only a few carry out the proposed prohibited manoeuvre, only these would be added to the routes through the village.  These are not considered to be a significant enough number to cause any problems.
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