Statement of Mrs T A Ford

Firstly I would like to introduce myself and the members of our group here to petition you today, I am Mrs Tracy Ford of 7 Willow Rd, Ambrosden, Bicester My collegues are Miss Michelle Mairs, Headteacher of Five Acres School, Mrs Dawn Davis, Parent & Governor at Five Acres School, Mr Ray Walters of Ambrosden Parish Council and Captain Robertson Unit Welfare Officer for 23 Pioneer Regt, We are in front of you today to put our petition forward for a pedestrian crossing on Ploughley Road in Ambrosden, Bicester.  This is a very busy road with no type of crossing on it, the speed limit is meant to be 30 mph and I say meant to be as drivers speed on this road very often.  As an adult I find it very daunting trying to get across this road sometimes and I dread to think how scary it is for the children. Many drivers do not slow down when they see children waiting to cross on their own and cars have been known to overtake on it too, very nearly with disastrous results.

The road runs through the centre of the village and whichever side you live, you have to cross the road to reach amenities.

I am speaking to you as a wife & mother who feels this road is totally unsafe and a pedestrian crossing would make our village a far safer place.

1. We hereby submit the attached petitions containing  360

Signatures for the purpose of a pedestrian crossing on

Ploughley Road, Ambrosden, Bicester

2. Reasons a pedestrian crossing needed in Ploughley Road

3. Record of incidents in the month of April 2004

4. Statement from Tiddlywinks Playgroup

5. Statement from Five Acres School

6. Statement from Mrs T Ford 

Reasons a Pedestrian Crossing is needed on Ploughley

Road, Ambrosden, Bicester
· It is a main fairway through the village

· It is a wide road and not a small village road

· The main area of the village is situated to both sides of the road and no matter which side you live, you need access to the other side for amenities

· The school gates lead directly on to the main road

· Different groups use the local school finishing at different times when a crossing person is not there.

1. Nursery finishes at 11.30

2. Starts again at 12.30

3. Mums and Tots

4. Breakfast Club

5. After School Club

6. Tae kwon do Club

7. Band

8. Ballet (Saturday)

9. Tumbletots

· The school is used out of term time for the play scheme and other organisations

· The road bends to the right at the bottom of the hill near the school giving poor visibility

· There is a crossroads to one side of the school and a junction to the other side

· Although the speed limit has been lowered it is seldom drivers adhere to this

· Many drivers will not stop to let people cross and, on occasion drivers have been known to overtake cars who do have the courtesy to stop

· The road is used as a shortcut to Oxford, adding to the amount of traffic passing through

· The road is a through way to other villages and the garrison

When starting the petition in April parents were asked to report Incidents occurring on Ploughley Road. In this one month alone, two incidents were reported as follows:-

1. 23rd April 2004 

Mrs Boiling reported a mini bus had stopped to let parents and children cross the road – when a car overtook and nearly went into the parents and children, missing them by cms!

2. 24th April 2004

Mrs Raymond reported how a bike had very nearly run into her and her children as they were crossing the road

Two incidents may seem trivial but, these are purely people responding to the schools request and we feel is the tip of the iceberg.  The school has had incidents reported to them in the past but did not record these at the time.
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