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ANNEX 1

OXFORDSHIRE RURAL

COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Tel: 01865 883488

Jericho Farm, Worton
Fax: 01865 883191

Witney, Oxon OX29 4SZ
E-mail: orcc@oxonrcc.org.uk

24th March 2004 

Alan Pope

Public Transport

Environment and Economy

Oxfordshire County Council

Speedwell House

Speedwell Street

Oxford OX1 1NE

Dear Alan,

ORCC RURAL COMMUNITY TRANSPORT ADVISER: REQUEST FOR CONTINUATION OF FUNDING FROM 1 OCTOBER 2004 

I am writing to ask the County Council to agree to continue to fund the above post at 50% of annual costs for a further period of 3 years from 1 October 2004.  The ORCC has much appreciated the Council’s funding over the past 3 years and hope that you will agree that this has been a good use of your funds in support of local community transport initiatives.

Please note that ORCC has now retitled the post – Rural Community Transport Adviser (RCTA) –  as we feel that this is a more accurate description.  We hope that you have no objection.

I attach Katharine’s annual report for the period January to December 2003, which shows what a volume of productive work has been achieved in those 12 months.  We are aware that the amount of joint working between our RCTA and RTPO and your Council’s Public Transport staff team has increased significantly in recent months and this is very much to be welcomed.  In particular the prospect of RCTA promotion and support for local transport surveys in parishes in preparation for your own area service reviews promises considerable benefits for your own work and for the rural communities covered, as surveys already carried out have indicated a number of achievable ideas for improving transport provision and/or information.

Katharine has also worked hard to improve the range and depth of information and advice available to local community transport schemes and to rural community groups through leaflets, booklets and meetings.  This has been of great assistance to local groups at a time of increasing demands on volunteers.

In terms of future work during the coming 3 years, building on the areas of activity that have already been developed by our RCTA, we propose the following:

(a)
to continue to provide an on-going and up-to-date promotion and resource base in support of existing and new community transport initiatives.  This is an essential feature of this post, in order to be able to respond to local needs as they arise and also to national and local policy developments, and will include the following:  

·  direct assistance and support for rural communities with their transport needs ensuring integration with the relevant area reviews on subsidised bus services that are carried out by OCC 

· provision of an accessible and user-friendly information and advice service to all existing and potential rural community transport operators and users across Oxfordshire

· identification and promotion of examples of best practice within the rural community transport sector;

(a) to further encourage closer working relations between community transport operators in Oxfordshire, including providing opportunities for networking and the sharing of information both within Oxfordshire and elsewhere;#
(b) to work with others to devise a rural transport strategy (with particular emphasis on the role of community transport) which can influence transport planning processes and the objectives of  Local Strategic Partnerships;

(c) to identify and address the transport issues of young people in rural areas and help to develop a county wide strategy to address their needs;

(d) to investigate the role of personal travel plans at a rural community level.

I attach an estimate of annual costs for the period.  We are requesting a sum of £21,168 for the first twelve months, which we hope you will be able to increase by inflation in subsequent years.  I have also raised the issue of an additional sum for “promotions”, which I would be happy to discuss with you.

We will be approaching the 4 rural District Councils for 12.5% each of annual costs in due course.  They are funding the post on a twelve month basis starting on 1st January, which is the anniversary of the date of Katharine’s appointment.

I hope that this letter gives you the information you need in order to prepare a report for the Executive.  If you require more, please let me know.  ORCC is most grateful to you and to your colleagues in the team for their help and co-operation on rural transport matters and we look forward to further productive joint working.

Yours sincerely,

Meryl Smith

Deputy Chief Executive
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