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ANNEX 3

Consultation Comments on Adderbury, Oxford Road Pelican Crossing

No
Respondent
Comment
Officer Comment

1.
Resident of Adderbury
1. Should the crossing be activated whilst an HGV is trying to ascend the hill it will be forced to stop leading to elevated noise levels as the vehicles pull off doing “hill starts” and in the case of heavily laden lorries this may itself pose a danger.

2. The sun can be particularly “blinding” at certain times of the year/day on this hill therefore making it difficult to actually see the lights.  This could lead to an accident if people trust the lights without making the proper physical observations.


1. The crossing may increase the number of heavy goods vehicles needed to restart on the hill.  This is not considered a danger as the gradient is not severe.  There are no properties directly fronting the Oxford Road in the 70 metres leading up to the crossing from the south.

2. It is normal practice for pedestrians to ensure vehicles will not endanger their passage prior to proceeding to cross.  The signals on both sides of the road would be clearly visible to approaching vehicles.



2.
Resident of Lake Walk
1. Appreciates the location is not the easiest of places to cross, however, having lived in Lake Walk with a young child for 6½ years, we have never as a family had a problem.  We either wait until we can be sure all is safe, or at busy times, walk to a position where we can see clearly in both directions.

2. What concerns me more is a pedestrian crossing on the brow of a hill.  I would consider this far more of a potential danger when on-coming traffic from the south cannot even see the crossing they are being warned about.  I feel that a railing to prevent people from crossing at all where visibility is poor, would be a better safety precaution and would be far less of an impact on the beautiful village green.
1. Vulnerable users may not feel so confident with crossing at this location.

2. The signals on both sides of the road would be clearly visible to approaching vehicles.
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3.
Resident of Church Lane


1. In my experience crossing by pedestrians at this point is virtually unknown.  This conflicts with your survey which quoted 93 in 12 hours and I would suggest a reappraisal.

2. A crossing at this point has potential dangers.  The bend in the road is semi-blind in either direction, is at the top of a rise in the case of northbound traffic, and is in close proximity to traffic lights in respect of those travelling south.

3. There are 49 signs in the village on Oxford Road alone attributable to the Highways Authority, and to be taken into account.  Excessive signing is not only unhelpful, but is counterproductive and a threat to road safety.  Disfigurement of a conservation area is another matter, seemingly of no consequence to the Highway Authority.

4. It is well documented that impediment to traffic flow can cause frustration and bad temper, often leading to dangerous driving in an attempt to make good lost time.
1. The pedestrian survey data compiled by our consultants Babtie is reliable.  All crossing movements in the vicinity were aggregated to the 93 total.

2. The signals on both sides of the road would be clearly visible to approaching vehicles.

3. The proposal provides a safer crossing facility, however, this may not be achieved without the installation of new equipment.

4. The interruptions to traffic should be minimal.  The signals will remain on green for A4260 traffic when the crossing is not in use by pedestrians.

4.
Resident of Adderbury Court
1. There is a perfectly good pelican crossing at the Adderbury traffic lights only 200 metres from your proposed site.  The existing pelican adequately serves pedestrian needs.

2. On most school day mornings, when parents activate the pelican crossing at the lights, traffic heading south queues back almost to the Kings Sutton turn. Colleagues driving to Bodicote from further south regularly report being held up by drivers wanting to turn right towards Anyho, by the pelican crossing being activated, and by drivers trying to filter onto the Oxford Road from the West Adderbury direction.  It would therefore be ludicrous to create another potential stopping point in that area.


1. Pedestrians recorded crossing at or near the proposed location are unlikely to walk to the existing crossing, which is 220 metres to the north.

2. The interruptions to traffic should be minimal.  The distance between the existing traffic signals and those proposed is sufficient to ensure the independent operation of each is maintained.
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5.
Resident of Adderbury
1. Our property would diagonally face the crossing, and therefore the lights, which we would see all the time.  One of the reasons we bought this property was the views over The Green, and I feel this would be somewhat blighted by the traffic lights.  This also applies to our garden which we use a great deal in the summer months.

2. We may possibly hear the bleeper system.
1. The property concerned is approximately 100 metres away on the opposite side of the Green.  Whilst it may be partially visible from this distance the impact should be minimal, particularly during summer months.

2. The level of the bleeper would be set low and with the existing traffic noise is unlikely to be audible from this distance.

6.
Resident of Mill Lane
1. I approve of the principal of “leaving The Green untouched”.  But actually I am not in favour of any pelican crossing across this road.  Crossing can be safely achieved at the traffic lights only a few yards further north and is much safer there.  In any event there has not been a safety problem in the past as far as I know.

2. A pelican crossing is very expensive to install and not cheap to maintain and, in these days of heavy Council Tax, I think all expenditure which is not essential should be avoided.  This is not essential.


1. The nearest formal crossing point is 220 metres to the north.  There have been no relevant pedestrian related incidents at or near the proposed crossing during the past five years.

2. The scheme is being given a high priority due to the severing effect Oxford Road has upon the village.  In addition a high number of vulnerable users has been identified.

7.
Resident of Water Lane
I personally have not had any problem crossing the road in question, and ask would visibility be suitable enough for traffic travelling up the hill into Adderbury.
The signals on both sides of the road would be clearly visible to approaching vehicles.

8.
Resident of Lake Walk
Whilst I am sure the crossing is welcome to all residents in the area, I have serious doubts about its position, almost on top of the turning into Lake Walk.  With the fairly intense volume of traffic to be seen morning and evening my main concern for traffic entering and exiting Lake Walk is to be alert to the traffic flows on the Oxford Road, and judging the correct time to leave and enter it.  The crossing is in my opinion too close to Lake Walk.
It is normally recommended that a Pelican crossing should be located 20 metres away from any side junctions.  However, in this case it is not possible.  (The crossing is located approximately 7 metres from the centre line of Lake Walk). Drivers exiting Lake Walk would be able to see the traffic signals and when the crossing is in use the introduction of a ‘Keep Clear’ marking across the junction is likely to aid rather than hinder progress of drivers wishing to access and egress Lake Walk.
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