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Learning & Culture Scrutiny Committee
Scrutiny Review

of

The Museums Resource Centre, Standlake – Extension to Existing Building

Democratic Services

January 2005

LC009

Section 1: SUMMARY

1. In developing its recommendations, the Scrutiny Committee asked the Lead Member Review Group to examine the issues surrounding the proposed completion of Phase II of the Museums Resource Centre, Standlake. This also involved outlining the financial issues and possible partners. The full objectives of the review are set out in the scoping document in Appendix 1.

2. The Museums Resources Centre extension will contribute to many of the Council’s objectives as set out in Cultural Services Service Plan: access to learning; preserving and presenting evidence of Oxfordshire’s history and physical environment; protecting our environment; contributing to social inclusion, helping people fulfil their potential through learning new skills.

3. It was always anticipated that the second phase of the store building would be needed to accommodate the growing archaeology and future collecting in the county if the museum service was to thrive

4. Collections are currently at risk from over- crowding and access to them for conservation, study, or display is difficult. 

5. A collections/resources centre approach encouraging public access to ‘behind the scenes’ work has great potential for engaging people with their heritage and their environment

6. There will be revenue implications if there is to be more public access and events for the benefit of the public, but some of this can be offset through income generation, using trainees, providing a service to partner museums, renting out storage, and efficient management.

7. A range of new activities and business opportunities will open up when the extension is built, enabling income generation on a larger scale than currently possible. 

8. The management of the Museums Resources Centre will need to be reviewed to give leadership, ensure the maintenance of standards, and oversee the income generating and business practices

9. Oxfordshire County Council will have a flagship Museums Resources Centre, building on an already established reputation for excellence in collections care.

10. This report presents our recommendations on the review as well as some of the steps that we suggest should be taken to implement them. We hope that these are welcomed not just by the Executive, but also by the service itself in the spirit of self-challenge and the search for continuous improvement that scrutiny represents.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Learning & Culture Scrutiny Committee RECOMMENDS

R1. that the recommendations from the Scrutiny Review 2003 continue to be carried out.

R2. that the Five-Year Strategy and vision of the museum service in the Best Value Review 2004 should be enabled by the building of the extension to the Museums Resource Centre 

R3. that the building of the extension to the Museums Resource Centre be approved in the capital programme 2005.06/07/08 to carry out the Key Points of the Action Plan and Service Improvement 4 of the Best Value Review 2004 

R4. that a first stage application for capital funding to the Heritage Lottery Fund be prepared and submitted during 2005/06.
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