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Social Inclusion Reference Group

Terms of Reference

The Deputy Leader will Chair the Social Inclusion Reference Group, made up of key local voluntary organisations operating in this field, a defined number of County Councillors and appropriate officers from all Directorates, including officers representing the Oxfordshire Community Partnership and the Oxfordshire Compact Steering Group.  The Social Inclusion Reference Group will meet three times a year and advise the Council’s Executive on social inclusion matters through the Deputy Leader.

Aims

1. To advise the Council, through the Deputy Leader, on key issues and priorities. 

2. To discuss legislative developments and national, regional and local best practice.

3. To improve the Council’s consistent promotion of social inclusion, internally and externally.

4. To advise the Council on community engagement activities and consultation with people often regarded as being ‘hard to reach’.

Membership

· Deputy Leader of the Council as portfolio holder for social inclusion (Chair).

· 1 Councillor from each of the other political groups, as determined by groups.

· Additional Councillor “Champions” with social inclusion remits, as determined by the Council (to include the Council’s Older Persons’ Champion).

· Key local voluntary organisations operating in the field of social inclusion.

· Appropriate officers from all Directorates, including officers representing the Oxfordshire Community Partnership and the Compact Steering Group.

Voluntary Organisations that have indicated a wish to participate

· Age Concern Oxfordshire

· County Older People’s Panel

· Oxfordshire Association of Young People

· Oxfordshire Council for Voluntary Action

· Oxfordshire Council of Disabled People

· Oxfordshire Mencap

· Ethnic Minority Business Service

· Oxfordshire Racial Equality Council

· Oxfordshire Rural Community Council

· Oxford Diocese, Rural Chaplaincy

· Oxfordshire Women’s Aid

· Refugee Resource

· Terrence Higgins Trust

· Children’s Rights Commissioner, Save the Children

· Standing Advisory Committee on Religious Education

[As agreed 18.02.05.]
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