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ANNEX 1

REVISED DETAILED PROJECT APPRAISAL

NAME OF SCHEME:
 West End Link Road Stage 1

APPRAISAL NO: H163/2

BASIS OF ESTIMATE:
Consultant’s Estimate based 

START YEAR:    2005/06

on receipt of Tenders 
1. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

A single carriageway road to be constructed between Burford Road/Mill Street and Welch Way.  Traffic signals will be provided at the junction of the link road with Burford Road/Mill Street, Welch Way and the north end of the existing car park off Welch Way.

2. NEED FOR THE PROJECT
To relieve traffic congestion on High Street, Witney and to facilitate development on the west side of the Witney central area.

3. CONSISTENCY WITH THE SERVICE STRATEGY

The West End Link Road is included in the Oxfordshire Local Transport Plan 2001-2006 as a developer-funded urban scheme for implementation before 2011.  It complies with the Structure Plan and with the Local Transport Plan objectives 5.3, 10.4, 11.3, 11.4, 21.2, 21.3 and 21.5.  It is also contained in the West Oxfordshire Local Plan.

4. OTHER REASONABLE OPTIONS

No reasonable alternative options are available to meet the scheme objectives. 

5. JUSTIFICATION OF THE PREFERRED OPTION

The scheme will provide relief to the important central shopping area of Witney in and adjacent to the High Street.  Major congestion occurs in High Street in the morning and evening peaks.  The scheme will also provide the opportunity to redevelop “brownfield” land alongside the link road.  It also forms part of the West End Link Road which, when Stage 2 is constructed, will connect to Hailey Road and West End thereby providing traffic relief to the Bridge Street area of Witney.
6. FUNDING

The scheme will be funded by developers’ contributions, and part of the capital receipt from the sale of the County Council’s former Highways Depot at Dark Lane.

7. TIMING

With both funding secured and tender procedures satisfied, the site works would commence in late June or early July 2005.

Financial and phasing implications are shown on the attached Detailed Resource Appraisal.  The construction period is expected to be seven months (July 2005 to December 2005).  Tenders for the work have been invited from six contractors and the award will be based on a Best Value assessment of quality and price.
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