Road Safety – 10 Key Facts

Road safety is everyone’s concern.  Recent community safety consultations have confirmed it as top of the agenda in all four rural districts in Oxfordshire.  The County Council is committed to improving road safety in Oxfordshire and this review represents a fundamental reappraisal of what we do with the aim of having a more significant, positive impact on road safety.  Road safety has an impact on everyone and most people can have an impact on it.  Read the facts below and ask yourself if there is anything you can do to improve road safety in Oxfordshire.

Fact
Suggestions for Solution



1. In 2003, on average one person was killed on Oxfordshire’s roads each week




2. The rates of death and serious injury for motorcycle users are 39 times higher than those for car users




3. Reported injuries caused by drink driving on UK roads has risen from under 15,000 in 1993 to over 20,000 in 2002




4. Oxfordshire’s 49 road hump schemes have more than halved accidents in the areas around the humps




5. Up to 30% of accidents on high speed roads are probably caused by drivers falling asleep at the wheel




6. 342 children die or are seriously injured each month on Britain’s roads




7. Speed cameras have cut deaths and serious injuries by 35% at sites across the UK compared to the long-term trend




8. 20mph speed limits in residential areas reduce children’s deaths and injuries by 67%




9. If you are talking on a mobile phone while driving, even if it is a hands free, then you will be impairing your reaction time by more than if you were over the legal limit for alcohol




10. 20 of the 65 people killed in Oxfordshire in 2003 may well still be alive today if they had worn seatbelts
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