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ANNEX 1

Towards the South East Regional Housing Strategy 2006-2009

Consultation questionnaire

All consultation responses must be provided on this form by Friday 18 March 2005. In order to help us to analyse your answers please do not alter the format of this document or exceed 4 pages.

Name:

Contact details:

Organisation:

Organisation type:

1. The Regional Housing Strategy sets out five priorities; social rented, key workers, other affordable, decent homes standard and private sector renewal. In your view are these the right priorities? (Please indicate – 5=agree 1=disagree)
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2. The Regional Housing Strategy suggests allocating money to these priorities in the following proportions; social rented 55%, key workers 25%, other affordable 8%, decent homes standard 9%, private sector renewal 3%. Are these the correct proportion?

5
4
3
2
1







3. If you significantly disagree with the levels of resources allocated to each priority, please indicate on the table below what you think the allocations should be. Your figures must total 100.

Priority area
Social rented
Key workers
Other affordable
Decent homes standard
Private sector renewal

RHS proposal
55%
25%
8%
9%
3%

Your allocation






4. The Regional Housing Strategy proposes that 20% of funding should go to growth areas, 60% to authority areas with the highest levels of need (those authorities recording above average need excluding those in the growth areas) and 20% of funding will go to authorities recording below average need. Do you think these are the correct proportion?  See also question 16.
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5. If you disagree significantly with any of these proportions please show in the table below what your preferred allocation would be. Your figures must add to 100.

Basis of allocation
Funding to growth areas
Funding to LA areas with above average need
Funding to LA areas with below average need

RHS proposal
20%
60%
20%

Your preference




6. The Government has stated that key worker investment will continue at current levels and be concentrated on public sector workers in the health, education and community safety sectors. Do you consider it worthwhile to commit additional funds to other locally defined ‘essential workers’ when to do so would reduce funding available for the provision of social rented housing?
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7. The Regional Housing Strategy proposes that nearly half of all new affordable housing provision should be social rented. Do you think this is the correct proportion?  
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8. If you think this proportion is wrong, please indicate what you think the correct proportion should be.

9. The Strategy proposes developing 360 homes a year in rural areas in line with current levels of investment. Do you think this is the right number of additional homes?
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10. If you think there should be more or less homes in rural areas, please indicate what you think the correct figure should be.

11. The Regional Housing Strategy sets out minimum standards for construction for schemes funded by the RHB. If you disagree with these standards, please indicate in the table below what the minimum should be.

Standard
ECOHOMES ‘Very good’ standard
Minimum density for affordable homes per hectare

RHS proposal
100%
40

Your preferred standard



12. Do you agree that schemes of more than 30 units should be referred to a design panel for review?
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13. If you think the design review should apply to schemes with more or less units, please indicate what you think the minimum should be.

14. The Regional Housing Strategy states that the Housing corporation will shortly produce guidance on levels for modern methods of construction. Please indicate what level you feel is achievable and would like to see reflected in the final version of the Strategy. Please select one of the following:

Less than 40%     Between 41 and 50%       Between 51 and 60%      More than 60%

15. The Regional Housing Strategy identifies 21 sub-regional housing markets. They will inform further development of the sub-regional approach for housing in the South East and will eventually be used to inform resource allocation. Is this a better approach than relying upon administrative boundaries that are not necessarily linked to housing markets and needs?
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16. The Regional Housing Strategy has identified areas of greatest need using weighted affordability (50%), homelessness (100%) and temporary accommodation (100%) criteria. Are these the correct criteria?
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17. If you believe alternative criteria should be adopted please say which below. Please also specify weighting if appropriate.

Additional criteria
Criteria not required




18. Alternative options based on different systems of weighting (including the option proposed in the RHS) are available on the website at http://www.go-se.gov.uk/key20%business/housing/housingrhs.html   Please indicate below which option you prefer.

19. The Regional Housing Strategy proposes giving priority to affordable housing schemes on strategic sites where they are aligned with areas where need is greatest, and which meet needs across a sub-regional housing market. Is this the best way to allocated scarce resources?
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20. The table at annex D lists strategic sites in the region. However, this list is not definitive. Please indicate below any additional sites of over 500 units that will come forward during 2006-2008 that you would like to add to the list.

21. The Regional Housing Strategy proposes providing 450 extra pitches for travellers and gipsies by 2008 (for housing and residential, transit or stopping places). Do you think this is the right number of affordable homes for gipsies and travellers?
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22. If you think that a different number of pitches is appropriate, please indicate how many.

23. The Regional Housing Strategy proposes to allocate funding in 2006-7 for private sector renewal to the 10 authorities only with the highest number of unfit properties in the private sector. Do you agree with this approach?
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24. If you think this approach is wrong, please indicate how you would prefer the funding to be allocated.

25. The Regional Housing Strategy suggests that a portfolio of public sector land should be created and used to support a revolving grant fund. Are you in favour of this approach to help deliver the Regional Housing Strategy?
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26. The Regional Housing Strategy proposes 15 performance indicators to measure progress against. Please indicate below any additional indicators you would wish to use and which, if any, indicators you would discard.

Additional indicators
Indicators not required




27. What else would you like to see in the Strategy?

28. What should be left out of the Strategy?

29. any other comments?

Email to: rhbconsult.gose@go-regions.gsi.gov.uk
Post to: Steve Kethero, Secretariat, south East Regional Housing Board, Government Office for the South East, Bridge House, I Walnut Tree House, Guildford, Surrey, GU1 4GA
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