ANNEX 3

History of the Cogges Link Scheme

· April 1987 – Cogges Link Stage 1 (Witan Way to Stanton Harcourt Road) included as part of Adopted Local Plan.

· November 1993 – Following initial planning application for Stage 1, Stage 2 (Stanton Harcourt Road to Oxford Hill) added as part of County Council’s preferred option.

· September 1994 - an application for planning consent was submitted with the intention then of building the road in two stages. During consultation it became apparent that construction in two stages would be unacceptable. In the light of objections to the use of existing roads as an interim route pending completion of Stage 2, it was decided in 1996 to build the road as one contract.

· January 1997 – planning consent given for the Cogges Link Road but there was insufficient funding to build the scheme as one contract. 

Negotiations for additional developer contributions took until June 2000 to conclude.

· Detailed design of the scheme then began but it was not feasible to do all the surveys and design work, complete land negotiations and go through a tendering procedure in time to start work on site before the planning consent expired (January 2002). To have tried to start work with so many uncertainties outstanding would have been an unjustifiable risk. 

· An application for renewal of planning consent was made in December 2001. Representations on this application from the Environment Agency and CPRE led to GOSE (Government Office for the South East) issuing a screening direction that required an Environmental Statement to be prepared and submitted with the planning application. Work on the Environmental Statement, including the necessary consideration of alternatives, is now at advanced draft stage.
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