Progress Against Priorities & Targets for 2003/04
ANNEX 1b

Oxfordshire Plan priorities: for completion after March 2004

Helping People to Fulfil their Potential

Priority
Target
On Course?
Lead Officer
Comment

Improving achievement at all levels in our schools particularly but not exclusively in public examinations.
We aim to increase the number of children obtaining 5 GCSE passes (at grades A-G) from 87% to 94.5% and the number obtaining 5+ GCSEs (grades A-C) from 51.5% to 58% by Summer 2005.


(
Richard Howard

01865 428084
Work to improve attainment at GCSE includes a number of recommendations arising from the Best Value Review of secondary school attainment eg, secondary schools improvement networks.

The targets are set with the DfES and are challenging but achievable.  Improvements in attainment at KS3 in 2003 indicate significant improvements over previous years and it is this cohort that will take GCSE examinations in 2005.

Improving support for underachieving children.


For children leaving County Council care we aim to increase the number achieving 5 GCSEs (grades A – C) from 4.5% to 15% by 2004/05.


(
Gillian Tee

x5125
Inter-agency work plans are in place, drawn up with the agreement and support of Social & Health Care.  This is a PSA target.

Improving the health, educational and emotional well-being of children in need or looked after by the County Council.


Increase the proportion of teenage parents in education or training from 13% to 17.4% by 2006/07
(
Phil Hodgson

x5833


Increasing the number of people with disabilities in employment.
Help an additional 50 people with disabilities gain employment by 2005/06.


(
Alan Sinclair

01865 854454


Improving school attendance and support for children with behaviour difficulties by reinforcing parental responsibility and by making the learning experience more relevant to the needs of the students.


We aim to reduce the percentage of half-days missed at Secondary Schools from 8.1% to 6.8% by 2005.
(
Sandra Bingham

x6217


Increasing the number young of people staying on in education.
Increasing the number of young people staying on in education or training to 87% by 2005/06.


(
Rick Harmes

x0626
Target reached in 2003/04.

Increasing the use of the county’s libraries and museums and encouraging more people to be involved in cultural activity.


We aim to increase the number of visits to our libraries by 6% by 2005/06.
(
Richard Munro

x0277


Increasing nursery and child care provision
Increase the number of publicly funded education places for 3 year olds from 41% (2001/02) to 87% by 2006/07.
(
Rick Harmes

x0626


Protecting our Environment
Priority
Target
On Course?
Lead Officer
Comment

Reducing the amount of household waste that is put in landfill.
Reduce by 18% the amount of household waste that is put in landfill sites by 2006/07.


(
Chris Cousins

x5459

Adam Symons

x5867


Safeguarding our Communities
Priority
Target
On Course?
Lead Officer
Comment

Reducing the incidence of crime, in particular crimes committed by young people, against young people and related to drug use.


Reducing the number of young people involved in robbery by 14% by March 2005.
(
Bruce McLaren

X0816
39 recorded in 2002; 24 recorded in 2003.  A 39% reduction.

Improving protection for children at risk from sexual and physical abuse.
Ensuring that 95% of child protection conferences are reviewed within 6 months by 2005/06.


(
Phil Hodgson

x5833


Increasing the number of problem drug misusers in treatment programmes.


Increase number in treatment programmes by 44 % by 2005/06.
(
Lorna Brown

x5828


Seeking to encourage tolerance within communities.
Request all school governing bodies to review their anti-bullying policies, and implement means of monitoring these, by December 2004'.


(
Claudia Wade

01865 458771


Enhancing facilities and support for young people in towns and villages that reflects their needs and adds to community well being.
To increase the number of youth service participants gaining accreditation for personal and social development work offered through the youth service from 8% in 2002/03 to 60% in 2006/07


(
Monica Hanaway

x5690
14% of youth service participants gained certification in 2003/04.  This figure is expected to increase rapidly in 2004/05 and we are on course to achieve the national target in 2006/07.

Sustaining Prosperity
Priority
Target
On Course?
Lead Officer
Comment

Working with the farming community to enable them to respond to market changes while remaining key custodians of the rural environment.


Increase the number of farmers involved in local food projects from 50 to 150 by 2006/07.
(
Martin Stott

x5919


Promoting and supporting the redevelopment of central Oxford focusing on the castle site, the Westgate Centre and the relocation of the Oxford railway station.


Work with partners and other relevant bodies to ensure the partial opening of the Oxford castle site by December 2004.
(
Neil Monaghan

x5712

Peter Mann

x5479


Working with major employers and the business sector to provide housing that can be afforded by people who want to live and work in the county.


Together with Oxford City Council, we will pilot a scheme to help 22 key workers by 2005/06.
(
Martin Stott

x5919


Promoting the opening of the East-West rail link (Oxford/Bicester/Bedford).
Our ambition is to have an hourly rail service from Oxford to Bicester by 2005/06.
(
David McKibbin

x5845

Peter Mann

x5479


Raising our Performance
Priority
Target
On Course?
Lead Officer
Comment

Improving public access to our services and information by exploiting the opportunities of modern technology.


By 2005 we aim to have electronic access to 100% of our services where this route is relevant.
(
Debbie Dent

x0127


Improving the efficiency of our services and secure additional grant funding for Oxfordshire through the Public Service Agreement with the Government.


Achieve the 12 Public Service Agreement targets in 2006/07 including a 2.5% productivity increase per year.
(
David Lines

x0150
PSA is a 3 year project and Year 1 has focused on setting up plans and systems.

Implementing improvements in forward planning and performance management in accordance with the Comprehensive Performance Assessment findings and Raising our Performance strategy.


Securing Comprehensive Performance Assessment of ‘Good’ by 2004.
(
David Lines

x0150


Working with partners to ensure that the bid for the European Capital of Culture for Oxfordshire results in a strong shared plan for cultural development in Oxfordshire leading up to 2008.


Development of an inclusive programme of countywide cultural activity, building to celebration in 2008 of our role as a Centre of Culture or as Capital of Culture.
(
Richard Munro

x0277


In the NHS to keep to a minimum ‘bed-blocking’.


Reduce by 20% in the period to 2006/07.
(
Lorna Brown

x5828
NB: this target is specifically for Community Hospitals and should not be confused with the Public service Agreement target which is about acute hospital beds.

