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Council Offices

Britwell Road Didcot

Oxon

OX11 7JN

Ms Jacqui Cox

Environment & Economy

Oxfordshire County Council


Speedwell House

Speedwell Street

Oxford

OX1 1NE

By Fax and Post

Dear Ms Cox,

Response to Didcot Area Integrated Transport Study Phase 1 Final Report

Thank you for the opportunity to make this response.

Didcot has waited a long time for an Integrated Transport Study and we are pleased that initial consideration is now underway.

First Phase

The Town Council endorse those recommended proposals of the ITS First Phase that relate to Didcot, while recognising that this is a rolling programme depending on available funding and detailed design and consultation with those directly affected.

Subsequent Phases

The Oxfordshire Structure Plan 1996-2011 provides for 5,000 dwellings at Didcot and the South Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011 Second Deposit Draft proposes to increase that figure to 5,300.  We are concerned at the lack of a highways strategy for Didcot.  The following major issues need to be progressed rapidly:

· Didcot’s traffic model urgently needs to be updated or replaced to provide the basis for planning of commercial, industrial and residential development.  There have been considerable delays in this work. 

· Completion of the Northern Perimeter Road (A4130), which is hung up on development of Ladygrove East.  Advance funding by the County in advance of S106 contributions being received would break the logjam.  This was the method of financing and providing the other stages of the northern perimeter road.

· Pressure applied to Highways Agency on improved links at A4130/A34

· Planning for alternative or additional road measures e.g. Thames bridge and link roads between other A roads 

· Forceful negotiations with Network Rail and First Great Western over mutually beneficial development of Didcot Parkway forecourt to achieve a proper travel interchange

· Protection of the villages from inappropriate vehicle movements

· Review of membership of the Members’ Steering Group before it enters Phase 2 to ensure interested local members have the opportunity to participate and vote

· Improvement of A4130 from Hadden Hill to the Brightwell bypass

Didcot has one A road – the A4130 – and its junction with the A34 is an existing bottleneck which will worsen as Didcot’s growth continues.  This is now a brake on economic development and housing supply.

The Town Council feel it is essential that a timetable for Phase 2 be set out and that the County Council ensures that the resources are available.

Yours sincerely

Dominic Stapleton

Committee Officer

27th April 2004

EX_MAY1804R08.doc
EX_MAY1804R08.doc

