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ANNEX A

REGIONAL MINERALS STRATEGY: CONSULTATION DRAFT, SEPTEMBER 2003

RESPONSE BY OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL TO CONSULTATION BY SEERA

1.
Policy M1

The County Council strongly welcomes this policy, but asks SEERA to give further thought to and explain how the target for stabilisation of primary aggregates consumption would operate in practice.

2.
Policy M2

The County Council generally welcomes this policy, but considers the target figure for 2016 should be higher than 7.4 mtpa since this is only the average level for the period 2001-2016 in the Government’s Aggregates Guidelines.

The figure of 5.3 mtpa is incorrect; it should be 6.6 mtpa.

The meaning of the percentage figures (23% and 33%) should be explained.

SEERA is asked to consider including an indication of the recycling capacity that will be needed in each MPA area to ensure the regional target is met.

3.
Policy M3

The County Council generally welcomes this policy.

4.
Policy M4

The County Council strongly objects to the proposed apportionment in this Policy, particularly to the sand and gravel apportionment, for the following reasons:

i.
the proposed apportionment is based on a backward-looking methodology, relying on past production, and does not consider either the distribution of future demand for aggregates in the South East or the future supply capability of aggregate resource areas;

ii.
use of this methodology has produced a 12% increase in the overall apportionment for Oxfordshire, in contrast to a regional reduction of 18% and a reduction in the apportionment for every other MPA, despite the following factors;

iii.
Oxfordshire, and in particular its main aggregate resource areas, lies at the periphery of the South East region and is very poorly located in relation both to the major development areas planned in the region under the Government’s Sustainable Communities programme (Thames Gateway, Ashford (Kent) and Milton Keynes) and to London (the main export market for aggregates from the South East);

iv.
under the proximity principle, aggregates provision to supply these development areas should be made from resources closer to them than Oxfordshire; the aggregate resources of Oxfordshire are affected to a very substantial extent by environmental and other constraints which will limit the ability of the County to supply aggregates without significant harm being caused, in particular:

(a)
the sand and gravel deposits that are not within Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty occur mainly in the Valley of the River Thames and its main tributaries, where the water table is generally high and much of the land is liable to flood; and they are also almost all within one or more of the safeguarding zones for the nine safeguarded airfields (8 military and 1 civil) which lie within or affect Oxfordshire;

(b)
a significant proportion of the limestone resource of Oxfordshire lies within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty;

v.
the proposed apportionment will have serious adverse environmental and social implications for the residents of Oxfordshire;

vi.
a new aggregates apportionment for the Region should not be agreed until a full sustainability appraisal has been carried out, taking into account the expected future distribution of aggregates demand and environmental and other constraints on aggregates supply (including aerodrome safeguarding and the water environment) in a consistent manner across the region.

5.
Policy M5

The County Council considers it important that the need for regional policy on fullers earth provision is kept under review, and that significant deposits of fullers earth should be safeguarded, since this is a nationally scarce and important mineral.

6.
Policy M6

The County Council welcomes the inclusion of this policy, but considers that it should be widened to cover all potentially significant mineral deposits (not just permitted and allocated land), and that this should include fullers earth.
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