Executive – 14 October 2003

ADDENDA

Item

4.
Petitions and Public Address
	Request from
	Agenda Item

	Julian Barnard, Deputy Headteacher,

Drayton School


	8.
Secondary Education in the Banbury Area

	Councillor Brian Hodgson
	9.
Developing the Foundation Stage of Learning in Oxfordshire – Investing in Primary School Building and Facilities

	Councillor Brian Hodgson 
)

Councillor Julian Cooper
)
	10.
Library Opening Hours

	Councillor Liz Brighouse
)

Councillor Barbara Gatehouse
)

Councillor Ted Cooper
)


	12.
Health and Social Care Financial Issues in Oxfordshire

	Councillor Brian Hodgson
	13.
Rights of Way Improvement Plan.  

	Councillor Sandra Mold
	16.
New Primary School, Castle Market, Banbury – Land Acquisition


6.
Children with SEN - Inclusion Policies – Inclusion Strategy

On 7 October 2003 the Learning & Culture Scrutiny Committee considered the above report.  The Scrutiny Committee welcomed the paper, endorsed the recommendations and, subject to the decision of the Executive, agreed to identify its representative on the SEN Partnership at its December 2003 meeting.  The proposed strategy for SEN and the creation of a Partnership Group were regarded as positive developments. 

A written submission by Councillor Zoe Patrick is attached.

7.
Woodeaton Manor & Iffley Mead Special Schools

On 7 October 2003 the Learning & Culture Scrutiny Committee considered the above report.  The Scrutiny Committee expressed support for the positive outcome at this stage from consultation and endorsed the recommendations.  The Committee welcomed the recognition that further work was required before proceeding to formal consultation particularly on investigating the residential potential of the Woodeaton site with other council services. Further concentration on admissions criteria and the need for places at the two special schools reflected the Committee’s initial concerns.   

A written submission by Mr S Whatmore, Chair of Governors, Woodeaton Manor School is attached.

8.
Secondary Education in the Banbury Area

On 7 October 2003 the Learning & Culture Scrutiny Committee considered the above report.  The Scrutiny Committee noted the paper and recommendation.  

9.
Developing the Foundation Stage of Learning in Oxfordshire – Investing in Primary School Buildings and Facilities

On 7 October 2003 the Learning & Culture Scrutiny Committee considered the above report.  The Scrutiny Committee endorsed all the recommendations in the report and (unanimously) urged the Executive to provide funding for primary school building and facilities in the 2004-5 budget, provided that such expenditure would not lead to a reduction in facilities or services elsewhere in the service.  

The Executive is asked to note the following amendments to the report EX9:

· paragraph 23, the cumulative total should be £3m not £3.1m

· paragraph 28, recommendation (c) should refer back to paragraph 20 not 19

10.
Library Opening Hours

On 7 October 2003 the Learning & Culture Scrutiny Committee considered the above report.  The Scrutiny Committee endorsed the recommendations subject to review of the increased opening hours and associated matters in the light of experience, particularly with regard to those libraries which may experience a cut from the current level of subsidised opening hours. Changes would need to be explained carefully to the public. The Committee welcomed the progress made in improving access to the mobile library service.   

Written submissions by Councillor Zoe Patrick, Councillor Gwen Mason, Woodstock Town Mayor, Amanda Epps, Friends of Charlbury Library and Dr. Fred. W. Wright, Eynsham Parish Council are attached.

14.
Drugs and Alcohol : “Not Just a Quick Fix” – Scrutiny Review

Councillor Christine Witcher, on behalf of the Lead Member Review Group, will give a brief presentation on the review.

15.
Recruitment and Retention of Teachers and Support Staff – Scrutiny Review

The recommendation on the face of the agenda should refer to the Learning & Culture (not Social & Health Care) Scrutiny Committee.

Members of the Lead Member Review Group (Councillors Robert Evans, Steve Hayward and Jim Moley) will give a brief presentation on the Review.

18
Forward Plan

The folliwng further addiotions and amendemdents have been notified:

Schedule 1 – Recommended Additions

	· Government Green Paper - Children & Young People 

To consider a response to the proposals in the consultation paper
	Children & Young People
	25 November 2003

	· Oxford Castle: Heritage Interpretation Facility   

To agree a Memorandum and Articles for a new charitable trust to manage the facility and the final terms of a Development Agreement with the Oxford Preservation Trust   
	Deputy Leader of the Council
	11 November 2003

	· "The Road Forward" Scrutiny Review of Didcot-Milton Heights II 

To consider the outcome of the Environment Scrutiny Committee’s review of lessons to be learnt from implementation of this scheme and what action should be taken on the Committee’s recommendations
	Transport
	11 November 2003


PRIVATE
Schedule 2 – Amendments to Items in the Present Plan

	· 2003/099: Revenue Budget and Capital Programme 2004/05 - 2006/07
	28 October 2003
	Capital Programme element deferred  to 11 November


Written Submissions received from Councillor Zoe Patrick 

6
Children with Special Educational Needs - Inclusion Strategy

As a member of the Inclusion Panel, and also having pioneered the County Council's review of Special Needs with Cllr. Witcher, I welcome the draft SEN strategy document as a sound basis for consultation and further work.  I attended the meeting in Thameside School Abingdon, where officers presented the report in a professional and informative manner.   One of the concerns has always been about the role of special schools and I welcome the idea of community special schools where special schools can play an enhanced role for children with special educational needs in their local community.   I think we all understand the complexity of some of the needs of our most vulnerable children, and it is important that they are supported in a safe and secure environment where their needs are understood and catered for.  Looking at the consultation responses we have seen so far, this is borne out by others in the consultation exercise.  Also much of our other findings, for example, regarding early intervention, were felt to be key factors in the education of children with SEN.

Finally I welcome the setting up of the SEN Partnership to continue the work in this very important policy area.  I hope the Executive will continue to support services for children with Special Educational Needs as a way of ensuring these children are given the maximum opportunity in life.

10.
Library Opening Hours

As a founder member of our Friends of Grove Library in Grove, I welcome the introduction of more library hours for Grove  branch.  At the time of our setting up, Grove branch library was threatened with closure with people having to travel into Wantage.  This would have made the journey impossible for small children and older people, especially those with disabilities to access our library services locally.  We fundraised to keep our library open and even paid the extra money to keep the library open on Tuesday afternoons (which was a key time for children after school).  Now, we have internet access, more books and now with more opening hours this is a much welcomed opportunity for Grove.  I would like to thank the Executive for listening to the needs of the people in Grove and look forward to more people coming to our local branch library.  I know how busy we are, just on Saturday mornings when I do my monthly surgery, and know this will be greatly appreciated by residents in the community.

Zoé Patrick

Written Submission received from Councillor Gwen Mason, Woodstock Town Mayor

10.
Library Opening Hours

As Town Mayor, I wish to object on behalf of the  people of Woodstock to the proposed reduction in Library opening hours.

Woodstock Library is extremely well regarded and used, not only by the townspeople, but also by people from neighbouring villages.

The present local transport service fits in well with current opening hours and people are able to co-ordinate the two services.

Cutting back on the service would have a detrimental effect on a facility recognised, appreciated and expected.

Woodstock objects to having a reduction in hours when other towns and villages are having theirs increased and feels this is a retrograde and short-sighted step for the County Council to take.

The Woodstock premises house computer facilities and, any cut back on library hours would reduce the availability of this secondary facility giving a  further blow to the town. I implore you to rethink the case for Woodstock and keep this busy library facility available for all.

Gwen M Mason (Cllr)

Town Mayor

Written Submission received from and Amanda Epps, Friends of Charlbury Library

10.
Library Opening Hours

I have just read the paper which goes to next week's Executive and I wish to protest most strongly at the proposal as it affects Charlbury Library.

I found difficulty in identifying the criteria upon which these decisions are to be made.  They certainly are not made on the basis of population.  For example, Eynsham, which is the fourth largest community in West Oxfordshire, currently and in the proposal has fewer opening hours than Woodstock, which is the sixth largest.  Charlbury, the fifth largest has currently ten hours fewer than Woodstock, which is smaller.

If the criteria include borrowing rates, has the relationship between the appropriate size of the Library for the community it serves been examined.  I base this on the fact that it is proposed to increase the hours in Wychwood, where the Library has recently been doubled in size.  When I visited Woodstock Library, it seemed huge in comparison to Charlbury.  It is surely common sense that if a Library has more book stock, more people will use it.  Is Eynsham's Library too small for the population it serves?

I believe that the County Council support the proposed relocation of Charlbury Library in the new Commumity Centre which would give the County another Learning Centre.  This would treble the size of the Library at the same time that the County are proposing to reduce the opening hours.  This seems to me to be illogical.   The present Charlbury Library is a third of the recommended size for the population. (County information).

The current pattern of opening hours in Charlbury is easy for users to remember.  Any adjustment may lose this sensible pattern.

I ask you to consider seriously maintaining the hours at the current level in Charlbury.

Amanda Epps
Chair, Friends of Charlbury Library

Written Submission received from Dr Fred W. Wright, Eynsham Parish Council

[image: image1.png]From Dr. Fred. W. Wright, DM, FRCP Member (and former Chairman) of Eynsham Parish
Council (tel. 01865 881496) 13th Oct. 2003

I am sending you this urgent FAX to please put before the EXECUTIVE tomorrow on 14th -
OCT. 2003 re ITEM 10 - LIBRARY OPENING HOURS,

I first learnt about this last week having seen a FAX from our County Cllr. Harry Wyatt (who |
believe cannot be present tomorrow) and following this tried to find further information.

Our Eynsham Library staff were also worried about the situation.The apparent local feeling last
week being that a morning, afternoon or evening opening session was under immediate threat. [
then consulted a West Oxford Dist. Cllr. who was also trying to find out what was happening. On
Friday I rang Barry Norton's secretary in Witney - he was still at the Conservative Conference -
but he rang me this morning and has also copied some papers to me this afternoon.

Y ou may recollect that [ represented our Parish Council at the huge protest meeting about five years
ago re reducing library hours and possibly closing several libraries. Much 'noise' was made re

- most of the County's libraries and the proposed cuts were markedly reduced. Helping in this was
the proposal by WODC to fund Eynsham's cuts from the over-payments in that year's Council tax.
In the evenl West Oxon, have continued this funding from their own resources uniil this spring.
The papers that [ have suggested that in March WODC informed the County that it was having to
make some economies, and that the County undertook to fund these 32 hours at least until Feb.
2004 and unti] Phase 2 of the Review of Opening Hours took place.

[ understand that the County is now considering increasing hours in some of the busiest libraries,,
but at the same time proposes "A reduction in hours for some West Oxfordshire li braries where the
level of business does not justify the Council 'subsidising' extra hours previousl d for by the

This level of business' particularly worries me especially as I believe the County's figures only
refer to the borrowing of books over a relatively short period. In Eynsham Library I believe
that almost twice as many who borrow books use the library for reference books,
papers, local information, use of the computers for further information, internet
etc., hire video tapes, look up local history, etc., etc. Many of these activities
have been promoted by the County, WODC, and Govt.

In addition following the previous threat to our libraries, various friends groups have been set up
and indeed encouraged by the County. We set up our Friends of Eynsham Library and
have been working very hard to raise funds to extend the library building.

If hours are cut this will be a 'great kick in the teeth' to the Friends and Eynsham
people and others from surrounding villages who use our library.

I also note in your report "All hours previously funded by the District Council will be
supported up to the implementation of Phase Two" - which should I believe mean
next spring - a time which should allow you to get the library staff to get more
reliable figures on the actual usage of the library.

I have represented our Parish Council at County Library meetings for at least the last six or seven
years and am a founder member of our Friends. I ask you please not to make any cuts in opening
times - indeed if one visits the library one will see how much it is used and that it really needs more
opening time not legs!

I would have liked to have addressed your committee personally, but was unable to give the
necessary advance notice as only this afternoon did I have the information required. Similarly it
has not been able to be discussed locally for the same reason by the Parish Council or the Friends.





Written Submission received from Mr S.  Whatmore, Chair of Governors, Woodeaton Manor School
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14.10.03 9.30am
E-mail to: John Leverton & Deborzah Mitchell

Re: The future of Woodeaton Manor School| - agenda item 7, Meeting of the Executive on
Tuesday 14" October 2003.

On behalf of the Governors and staff of Woodeaton Manor School, | very much welcome the
proposal to carry out further investigations to ensure that any proposal which goes forward to the
Executive is positively informed and totally needs led. |

In welcoming ‘further work’, | would like to register both our willingness and commitment to
participating as fully as possible, to establish resources which reflect the true needs of SEN pupils
In Oxfordshire.

With all good wishes,

Steve Whatmore
Chair of Governors
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