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ANNEX

STATE BENEFITS AND PENSIONS

Income Support (I.S.)

Income Support is a means-related or income-related benefit that does not depend on National Insurance Contributions.   It is intended to provide the basic living expenses and can be paid on its own or it can top up other benefits or earnings from part time work.   Receiving I.S. may lead to entitlement to other types of help such as :-

· Free prescriptions, Dental and Optical Treatment

· Help from Social Fund

· Housing Grants

· Free School Meals

· Help with Hospital Fares

Rates vary according to age and dependants.

Disability Related Premium

Premiums are only paid where a person is on Income Support.

· Disability Premium (£23.30 single, £33.25 couple)

Payable only while the person who qualifies is aged under 60.   Once they reach 60 the pension premium is payable instead.

· Enhanced Disability Premium (£11.40 single, £16.45 couple)

This can be paid on top of Disability Premium where a person under 60 years of age is in receipt of the higher rate of Disability Living Allowance (Care Component).

· Severe Disability Premium (£42.95 single, £85.90 couple)

The Severe Disability Premium can be awarded on top of the Ordinary Disability Premium and any Enhanced Disability Premium.

In addition to receiving Income Support the claimant must be on the middle or top rate of Disability Living Allowance (Care Component) or the Attendance Allowance and to be living alone.   Couples also qualify for this Premium.   No one must be getting carers allowance for looking after them.

*
Minimum Income Guarantee/Pension Credit (£102.10 single - £155.80 couple)

If aged 60 or over I.S. is called the Minimum Income Guarantee (M.I.G.).   From 6 October this will change when all M.I.G. claimants will be moved to the new Pension Credit.

The Pension Credit (P.C.) has two elements :-

· A guaranteed credit to ensure a minimum level of income to those aged 60 and over, of at least £102.10 (single) or £155.80 (couple).   The minimum guarantee level is increased for people who qualify as severely disabled or as carers because of receipt of qualifying benefits.

· A savings credit which will, from the age of 65, provide a reward for individuals who have made additional provision for their retirement through Occupational Pension or similar.   The maximum savings credit an individual can receive is £14.79 per week and a couple £19.20 per week.

Attendance Allowance (High Rate £57.20, Low Rate £38.30)

A tax free non-means tested benefit for people over 65 who are physically or mentally disabled and need help with personal care or need supervision to remain safe.

Recipient does not actually need to be getting any help, only that they need it.

The Allowance is paid at two rates, the top rate being paid where the recipient needs care and attention at night.

Disability Living Allowance (High Rate £57.20, Middle Rate £38.30, Low Rate £15.15)

The same conditions as the Attendance Allowance except it applies to recipients under 65 years of age.   It has two components, Care and Mobility

*
Care is paid at 3 levels depending on disability of recipient.   The top level is only paid where they are in need of care and attention at night.

*
Mobility Allowance is paid at two rates depending on ability of recipient.   This Allowance is excluded by statute from inclusion in any financial assessment.

Carers Allowance (£43.15 per week )

A benefit for people who regularly spend at least 35 hours a week caring for a severely disabled person who qualifies for middle and upper rates of Disability Living Allowance or Attendance Allowance.   They do not have to be related to, or live with the disabled person.

Additional supplements are paid according to dependants of the Carer.

Incapacity Benefit

This is for people unable to work because of illness or disability.   Usually they will have paid enough National Insurance Contributions to qualify, but not if incapable of work before age 20, or in some case, 25.

Incapacity Benefit is not affected by savings or most kinds of income other than occupational and personal pensions.

Rates vary according to length of sickness and dependants.

DISABILITY RELATED EXPENDITURE

Item
Amount
Evidence

1.  All fuel (gas, electric, oil, solid fuel)
Single in flat and terraced £421

Couple in flat and terraced £554

Single in semi-detached £447

Couple in semi-detached £587

Single in detached £543

Couple in detached £715


Last 4 bills for all types of fuel

Notes :  (1)

· Consideration to be given to additional householder contributing to household costs

· Difference between actual and above divided by 52.

· Winter Fuel and Cold Weather Payments not be taken into account.

Item
Amount
Evidence

2. Community Alarm 


System


Actual cost unless included in Housing Benefit or Supporting People Grant


Invoices from Provider

Note :  (2)

· For couples where only 1 service user still allow actual cost

Item
Amount
Evidence

3. Privately arranged care.
Actual cost of care where it is within the needs criteria but cannot be provided by the Directorate due to unavailability of Carers.   Clients must not be asked to fund costs “privately” if meet criteria.   All cases in this category to be referred to Delores Child.


Invoices from Provider.

4. Private Domestic


Help


£7 per week basic Allowance
Signed receipts for at least 4 weeks using a proper Receipt Book may be requested in event of waiver request.



Note :  (4)

-
If client wishes to claim greater amount will be part of Waiver Process.

Item
Amount
Evidence

5. Laundry/Washing Powder


£2.55 per week basic Allowance
For a greater allowance details will be obtained from the Care Manager as to the extent of the disability.

Evidence may be required of the expenditure.



Note :  (5)

· This is to cover cost of additional washing

Item
Amount
Evidence

6.  Bedding
Covered by NHS Incontinence Service/Special Sheets

Where general bedding is required basic Allowance of £3 per week


If client decides not to use these services/supplies no allowance made.

For general bedding where greater allowance is required details will be obtained from the Care Manager as to extent of disability. Evidence may be required of expenditure.



Note :  (6)

· If service not available actual cost.   Evidence of purchase required.

Item
Amount
Evidence

7. Dietary
Discretionary as special dietary needs may not be more expensive than normal


May seek permission to approach GP.   Details of special purchases.

8. Clothing including


shoes
£4 per week basic Allowance


If a greater allowance is required details will be obtained from the Care Manager as to the extent of the disability.  Evidence may be required of the expenditure.



9. Gardening


£7 per week basic Allowance
Signed receipts for at least 4 weeks using a proper Receipt Book may be requested in event of waiver request.



Note :  (9)

· If client wishes to claim greater amount will be part of Waiver Process

Item
Amount
Evidence

10. Wheelchair
£2.65 per week manual

£6.45 per week powered


Evidence of purchase if available

11. Powered bed
Actual cost divided by 500 (10 year life) up to a maximum of £2.95 per week


Evidence of purchase if available

12. Turning bed


Actual cost divided by 500 up to a maximum of £5.15 per week


Evidence of purchase if available

13. Powered reclining 

      chair
Actual cost divided by 500 up to a maximum of £2.35 per week


Evidence of purchase if available

14. Stair-lift
Actual cost divided by 500 up to a maximum of £4.15 per week


Evidence of purchase without DFG input

15. Hoist
Actual cost divided by 500 up to a maximum of £2.05 per week


Evidence of purchase without DFG input

Notes : (10 – 15)

· Where purchased after 1.10.2002 allow costs detailed in 10 – 15.

· Where purchased prior to 1.10.2002 allow maintenance/servicing costs.     Evidence required for previous 12 months.

Item
Amount
Evidence

16. Holidays


Actual additional cost in excess of normal costs for a similar holiday divided by 52


Evidence of actual cost for comparison purposes

Note : (16)

-
Consider additional costs for partner or companion of the special holiday arrangements.

· Only one holiday allowable per year

· Allowable from end of previous holiday allowance/payment for holiday, whichever appropriate.

Item
Amount
Evidence

17. Prescription

     Charges


Cost of an annual season ticket divided by 52
For those not eligible for free prescriptions

18. Transport


Discretionary based on costs that are greater than those incurred by an able bodied person.   Costs of transport will only be considered where greater than Mobility Allowance


Evidence in the Care Plan for the need for specialist transport

Note :  (18)

-
No Allowance will be made where vehicle purchased under Motability Scheme.

Item
Amount
Evidence

19. CDs/Magazines

     /Videos, etc


No allowance will normally be made as deemed to be part of normal living costs.   Exceptions are those services specially provided for the disabled, e.g. Talking Books Library.


For exceptions, allow actual cost

20. Shopping


Maximum weekly allowance equivalent to Directorate, Home Shopping Service currently £5.50 per week.


Signed receipts for at least 4 weeks using a proper Receipt Book may be requested in event of waiver request.



21. Window 

Cleaning
£2 per week basic
Signed receipts for at least 4 weeks using a proper Receipt Book may be requested in event of waiver request.



22. Incontinence Pads


Actual Cost
Invoices from Provider

Note : (20 – 21)

· If client wishes to claim greater amount will be part of waiver process.

MR R – AGE 70 – LIVING ALONE

Income

State Benefits (Basic Living Costs)
£
£

Retirement Pension
77.45

Income Support
 24.65




102.10

Disability Related Income

Severe Disability Premium
 42.95

Attendance Allowance
 57.20


100.15



______
Total Income from Benefits

 202.25

Capital/Savings - £8,000

Full Disregard of Capital



______

Total Income

 202.25

Allowances
(a) Basic Income Support £102.10 x 25%
127.63

(b) Attendance Allowance – Night Care Element 
  18.90
 146.53

Disability Related Expenses
Additional Heating
  5.00

Gardening
  7.00

Domestic Help
  7.00

Additional Washing
  2.55


   21.55

Total Allowances and D.R.E.

£168.08
Summary
Total Income

  202.25


Less Total Allowances and D.R.E.

168.08

Assessed Maximum Weekly Charge
 
34.17


(If Cost of Care Lower – Charge 
Actual Cost)

MS C – AGE 30 – LIVING WITH PARENTS
Income

State Benefits (Basic Living Costs)
£
 £

Income Support/Personal Allowance
54.65

Disability Premium
23.30


77.95

Disability Related Income

Disability Living Allowance (Care)
38.30

Disability Living Allowance (Mobility)
39.95



78.25

Capital/Savings - £3,000

Full Disregard of Capital

-

Total Income

______



156.20

Allowances

(a)
Basic Income Support £77.95 x 25%

  97.44

(b)
Disability Living Allowance (Mobility)

  39.95

Disability Related Expenses

Clothing
4.00

Washing Powder
2.55

Bedding
3.00
9.55



          .

Total Allowances and D.R.E.

146.94

Summary

Total Income

156.20

Less Total Allowances and D.R.E.

146.94
Assessed Maximum Weekly Charge

    9.26


(If Cost of Care Lower – Charge Actual Cost)
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