Appendix 1 - The NYA Youth Service Pledge from ‘Transforming Youth Work’ 2002

Pledge
Current Oxfordshire Position

A safe, warm, well equipped meeting place giving an opportunity to participate in drama, music, sport and voluntary action
Many youth centres are still poorly equipped and not in the best places for young people to access. .All provide opportunities at some level for drama, music, sport and voluntary action. 

A wide diversity of youth clubs and youth activities, including the virtual dimension, within other organisations
Diverse opportunities are on offer but not consistently throughout the county. www.spired.com provides virtual opportunities

A set of programmes relating to core youth work principles and a curriculum framework which supports young people’s development in citizenship, the arts, personal and social development for 13-19 year olds including through residential experiences & peer education.
The Service has a published curriculum document which includes all of these elements. However the availability of all curriculum areas is not consistent throughout the county.

A comprehensive generic, confidential information, advisory & counselling service easily accessible to all 11-25 years
Oxfordshire was one of the first youth services to offer a youth counselling service. Within its support services it also offers an information service

A youth council or youth forum for each locality with more than 10,000 residents of all ages, with the intention of supporting youth engagement in local democracy in a wide range of ways
Work continues to develop a council/forum/panel in each area and at county level. Further clarification is required on Strategy Directorate’s work of consulting with young people. Website provides an opportunity to develop a virtual council model.

A specific youth led ‘youth audit’ project involving young people in auditing & evaluating the services (in and out of the Youth Service) available to them locally
An annual audit focused on the Youth Service is carried out. The appointment, with temporary funding of a data analyst will allow for better and quicker analysis and use of audit findings

A defined project to promote and secure youth volunteering and voluntary action
Oxfordshire Youth Service runs Princes Trust Volunteers  and jointly funds a post within the voluntary sector

Arrangements to offer the Duke of Edinburgh Award or similar youth achievement awards
D of E is offered through schools. We need to extend our offer of accredited opportunities

Sufficient outreach & detached youth work to connect with and sustain contact with substantial numbers of disengaged young people
Only Oxford and Banbury have significant detached provision. Additional resources need to go into developing detached projects in other areas

Defined support to formal education, in the context of generating ‘education with character’ plans for out of school learning, study support and behaviour support 
Relationships with schools varies. The Service provides counselling, group work, study support, individual action plans and behaviour support in some areas. This could be more defined and strategically planned but would require additional resources to develop further

Defined support to and work with local strategic partnerships
The Service represents the LEA on a number of strategic partnerships but a clearly defined role needs to be established in relation to the LSP

Defined contributions to local community strategies
As above

Defined support to and work with and within the Connexions Service
Currently planning

Defined contributions to Local Neighbourhood Renewal Strategies
Needs to be better defined

Defined involvement in Children’s Fund Partnership
Head of Youth service sits on Children’s Fund Partnership Board, good communications established and joint work where appropriate

