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ANNEX 1

Briefing note – Concrete Block Works application 

Date of note – 3 October 2005

Location - Stanton Harcourt, Oxfordshire

Applicant – Hanson Quarry Products Limited

Application -   W2001/1189

1. In October 2002 the County Council’s Planning & Regulation Committee resolved to grant planning permission to Hanson Quarry Products Limited to extend the life of the concrete block works, known as Conbloc, at Dix Pit Complex in Stanton Harcourt to 31 December 2028. The granting of this permission was subject to the prior signing of agreements to secure routeing of lorries, financial contributions to the highway infrastructure, limit of imports of sand and gravel and a permissive footpath along the River Windrush.

2. Hanson progressed slowly on the legal agreements but at times they were awaiting information from the Council.  Development on the site was permitted until 31 December 2004.

3. On 12 July 2005 terms of the S106 agreement were finally settled and a revised agreement was sent out on 22 July 2005.  Further revision of the draft routeing agreement had been issued on 28 June 2005.

4. On 18 July 2005 the Planning & Regulation Committee resolved that planning permission should be granted for the site subject to completion of a Section 106 agreement and a routeing agreement within 1 month after the date of Committee (or such later period that the Solicitor to the Council might advise).

5. A month later on 18 August 2005 the agreement had not been concluded.  However, progress had been made and it was evident that Hanson and their solicitor were making significant effort to agree documentation. Therefore, the County Council’s Solicitor advised that further time should be afforded to complete the documents as reasonable progress had been made. The wording of the routeing agreement was finalised by 25 August 2005 and final copies sent out for signing on Friday 26 August 2005.

6. By the Committee on 5 September 2005, the agreement had not been signed but since the agreed final documentation was in circulation for sealing it seemed reasonable to allow a period of time for this to be secured.

7. The Council were then informed by Hanson that the hold up on signing the agreement was with Steve Hill Ltd, the occupiers of the Conbloc workshops, and it transpired that Hanson had left it until August to approach Steve Hill Ltd. The Minerals and Waste Team Leader spoke to a Hanson representative on 22 September 2005 to stress it was essential that Hanson took steps to ensure Steve Hill Ltd sign without delay.

8. I understand, as of today, that Steve Hill Ltd have now signed the agreement.  That leaves Hanson still to sign. 

9. In view of the length of time this process has taken officers have also instigated investigations which could, if necessary, lead to enforcement action being taken. A Planning Contravention Notice (PCN) which enables the Council to gather information from the developer for the site was sent out on 27 September 2005. 

10. On 17 October 2005 a report will be going to the Planning & Regulation Committee to update the Committee on the progress of the Conbloc application and the signing of the S106 and routeing agreements. If the agreements have not been signed by the Committee date the Committee will then consider what action to take.  
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