Aspirations for Passenger Rail Service Developments

Annex 2 Part B – Location Specific Aspirations

Ref:
B/06/GENL

Title:
Botley Road Cycle Link

To seek rail industry support for an improved cycle link under Botley Road Bridge.

Parish Support: NONE

Recommended Change(s): NONE


Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

LOW
Staff Resource 03/04:

HIGH
OCC Financial Impact:

HIGH
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:
LOW

Ref:
B/07/INTG

Title:
Taxibus links to Bicester North Station

An Urban Taxibus scheme was introduced in April 2002 and a Rural Taxibus followed this in September 2002. Both are operated with financial support from the County Council. There have been suggestions that the Taxibus should be extended to include the village of Finmere.

Parish Support: Finmere

Recommended Change(s): NONE


Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

LOW
Staff Resource 03/04:

LOW
OCC Financial Impact:

MEDIUM
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

LOW

Ref:
B/08/INTG

Title:
Bus links to employment areas in Banbury, Bicester and Didcot

Whilst bus links from the railway stations at Banbury, Bicester or Didcot to local employment areas could be quickly introduced with subsidy, Officers consider that this would not be justified by level of likely use unless substantial financial contributions were received from employers, developers or the rail industry.

Parish Support: NONE

Recommended Change(s): Endorse as subject to external funding



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

MEDIUM
Staff Resource 03/04:

LOW
OCC Financial Impact:

LOW
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

LOW

Ref:
B/09/INTG

Title:
Bus services serving Banbury Station

Improved bus links between the rail station and town centre, including the bus station and between outlying villages and the station to enable easier access into Oxford,

Parish Support: Adderbury; Bourtons; Little Tew

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

LOW
Staff Resource 03/04:

LOW
OCC Financial Impact:

LOW
Recommended Priority for work 03/04:

LOW

Ref:
B/10/INTG

Title:
Improved service on Princes Risborough to Chinnor Bus Link

At present the rail link bus, which is financially supported by Chiltern Railways, operates at peak times only to connect with trains to and from London. It has been suggested that this should also be extended to operate during the off peak, with suggested extensions to serve the villages of Sydenham, Postcombe, Aston Rowant, Kingston Blount and Crowell.

Parish Support: Great Haseley; Lewknor; Sydenham

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

MEDIUM
Staff Resource 03/04:

LOW
OCC Financial Impact:

MEDIUM
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

LOW

Ref:
B/11/INTG

Title:
Didcot Station Interchange

There is the opportunity to work in partnership with First Great Western (who operate the station) to develop a transport interchange on the station forecourt. This would provide improved interchange between bus/cycle/car and rail and segregate pedestrian flows. Providing pedestrian access from the north of Didcot could also be investigated.

Parish Support: Blewbury; West Hagbourne

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

MEDIUM
Staff Resource 03/04:

HIGH
OCC Financial Impact:

HIGH
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

HIGH

Ref:
B/12/IINTG

Title:
Charlbury Taxibus


This previous aspiration has been achieved.

Parish Support: NONE

Recommended Change(s): NONE 


Likelihood of Progress 03/04:
Staff Resource 03/04:
OCC Financial Impact:
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

DELETE

Ref:
B/13/SERV

Title:
Cherwell Valley Resignalling

The Cherwell Valley line north of Oxford towards Leamington has experienced significant growth in both freight and passenger traffic. This has now reached a level where several sections of the line are operating at near maximum capacity and expansion of services cannot be accommodated due to constraints imposed by the existing signalling. It has long been recognised that the signalling system, with its long track circuits and associated headways, has needed replacing, although until recently there has been no firm proposal to carry out the work.

The SRA has recently indicated that, subject to affordability and value for money, they will go-ahead with the first phase of the Cherwell Valley Resignalling Scheme to begin. This will take place between Banbury and Leamington Spa and involve replacing the signalbox at Fenny Compton. If agreed, the work will be completed early in 2004 and will reduce train headways from 7 minutes to 3 minutes.

Further work will be required south of Banbury. At the present time, there is no indication of when work is likely to commence. The M40 Rail Forum is actively pursuing this as a matter of priority and recently met with the SRA to this effect.

Parish Support: Wallingford

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

MEDIUM
Staff Resource 03/04:

MEDIUM
OCC Financial Impact:

LOW
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

MEDIUM

Ref:
B/14/SERV

Title:
Double track Bicester North to Aynho

This aspiration has recently been achieved as part of the recent 20-year franchise award to Chiltern Railways.

Parish Support: NONE

Recommended Change(s): NONE 


Likelihood of Progress 03/04:
Staff Resource 03/04:
OCC Financial Impact:
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

DELETE

Ref:
B/15/SERV

Title:
Improved Services on the Chiltern Line

Chiltern Railways have recently completed the redoubling of the Bicester North to Aynho junction section of the line. They have proposals to provide additional services to Banbury, although the details are unknown at present.

There is basically a half-hourly off-peak service from Marylebone to Bicester and Banbury. One train each hour terminates at Banbury, whilst the other continues to Birmingham to provide an hourly service north of Banbury. At peak times the service is enhanced to cater for commuters travelling into or out of London. It is recognised that there are still gaps in the peak service between Bicester North and Banbury and officers will continue to bring these to the attention of Chiltern Railways as and when the opportunity arises. 

At Aynho Junction, the Chiltern line joins the Cherwell Valley line from Oxford and there are significant capacity constraints in the area and north of Banbury towards Birmingham. The SRA have proposed, subject to affordability and value for money, the renewal of signalling between Banbury and Leamington Spa as early as 2004. Although similar work will be required south of Banbury, there are no proposals to carry out this work at the present time.

Officers will continue to represent council interests at regular meetings with the rail company.

Parish Support: NONE

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

MEDIUM
Staff Resource 03/04:

LOW
OCC Financial Impact:

LOW
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

MEDIUM

Ref:
B/16/SERV

Title:
Reopen line between Oxford, Witney and Carterton

The County Council has explored the reopening of the line from Oxford to Witney. A report by Mott MacDonald (November 2001) identified that reopening the line to heavy rail would not be economically or environmentally feasible. The Executive has reviewed this proposal and has asked officers to consult on new proposals for the Witney to Oxford corridor including the suggestion that a possible future extension of the Oxford Guided Transit Expressway would offer the best solution.

Parish Support: Burford; Longcot; Shrivenham; Wallingford

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04: 

LOW
Staff Resource 03/04:

HIGH
OCC Financial Impact:

HIGH
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

DELETE

Ref:
B/17/SERV

Title:
Reopen line from Princes Risborough to Oxford

Explore, and if justified in environmental and transportation terms, implement reopening of the railway from Princes Risborough to Oxford via Thame. This is one of the secondary franchise commitments made by Chiltern Railways. I understand that they are shortly to begin the early stages of feasibility work to determine if it is a workable scheme with a business case. It is not likely that any decision will be made before the end of the first franchise review period in 2005. At this time, Chiltern Railways and the SRA will decide if they wish to pursue the proposal further. If they do decide to continue it is likely to be early in the next decade before the line could be complete. A new alignment would be needed on part of the route and this project would be a major undertaking.

Parish Support: Longcot; Sydenham; Thame Town Council; Wheatley

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

LOW
Staff Resource 03/04:

LOW
OCC Financial Impact:

LOW
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

MEDIUM

Ref:
B/18/SERV

Title:
Train Service between Oxford and Nottingham

Several years ago, Central Trains proposed an extension of their Nottingham to Coventry service southwards to terminate at Oxford. For several reasons, notably the refranchising process that Central Trains was involved with at the time (subsequently aborted by the SRA) this has yet to happen.  It is unlikely to be achieved in the foreseeable future due to the operational constraints on the network and the SRA objective to concentrate resources on maximising the existing network rather than expanding services and infrastructure.

Parish Support: NONE

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

LOW
Staff Resource 03/04:

LOW
OCC Financial Impact:

LOW
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

LOW

Ref:
B/19/SERV

Title:
Improved Service for Cotswold Line Halts

A problem exists at the Oxfordshire halts at Combe, Finstock and Ascott under Wychwood, where the short length of the platform does not allow all trains to stop. The absence of selective door opening on the present Thames Trains rolling stock precludes trains from stopping which have more than 2 coaches, although the outcome of the ongoing franchise replacement process may result in longer trains with selective door opening capabilities.

There is a particular problem in the evening peak where the 1722 departure from Oxford is contracted to serve these stations although, to provide enough capacity for people commuting between Oxford and Charlbury, this train is formed of three coaches and is therefore unable to stop at the halts. An interim solution has been in place for two years, with the SRA allowing Thames Trains to serve the halts with a train an hour later. The rail industry is looking at a more permanent and acceptable solution and officers will continue to express a wish to see the service to the halts provided at a more desirable time.

Parish Support: Ascott under Wychwood; Combe; Hanborough; Woodstock

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

LOW
Staff Resource 03/04:

MEDIUM
OCC Financial Impact:

MEDIUM
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

HIGH

Ref:
B/20/SERV

Title:
Regular Stopping Pattern at Didcot Parkway

I understand that this may be achievable as part of the ongoing franchise replacement process, and the SRA requirement to see one dominant operator serving Paddington. A major review of the rail timetable would be necessary and the rail industry would need to begin this process during 2003 with the earliest date for introduction being summer 2004. Increased platform capacity may also be necessary in order to accommodate all intended services.

Parish Support: Blewbury

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

HIGH
Staff Resource 03/04:

LOW
OCC Financial Impact:

LOW
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

MEDIUM

Ref:
B/21/SERV

Title:
Reinstate Virgin Trains service from Didcot Parkway

In September 2002, Virgin Trains launched their new timetable with greatly enhanced levels of service between Oxford and the south coast, Midlands, the north west, north east and Scotland. There is now a half-hourly service to Birmingham and Reading. The original Virgin proposal was to operate three trains each hour and one of these would have stopped at Didcot. Despite Virgin funding improvements to the junction at Didcot East, a lack of track and platform capacity has meant that the proposed third train was not achievable and Virgin Trains reluctantly withdrew services from Didcot. Virgin Trains has proposed an alternative service from Paddington to Birmingham via Swindon and Cheltenham to start in summer 2003, although officers will continue to request that Virgin Trains reinstates a direct service from Didcot to  Birmingham.

Parish Support: Blewbury; Didcot Town Council; Shrivenham; Upton; West Hagbourne

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

MEDIUM
Staff Resource 03/04:

LOW
OCC Financial Impact:

LOW
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

MEDIUM

Ref:
B/22/SERV

Title:
Doubling Leamington Spa to Coventry

Although outside of Oxfordshire, doubling the line between Leamington Spa and Coventry would provide the infrastructure needed should Virgin Trains want to divert some of their services via Coventry and Birmingham International Airport. It would also enable Central Trains to extend their services south to Oxford in the future.

Parish Support: NONE

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

LOW
Staff Resource 03/04:

MEDIUM
OCC Financial Impact:

LOW
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

LOW

Ref:
B/23/STNS

Title:
Improvements at Charlbury Station

There is pressure to increase the size of the car park to meet increasing demand, although the immediate pressure was eased when Thames Trains introduced a charge for the car park to pay for extra security and CCTV. This has also resulted in rail users parking on Forest Road and  Dyers Hill. Discussions have taken place with the County Council with a view to the Council providing some of the funding towards improvements at the station and car park, including enhanced interchange facilities. Initial costs have been calculated at around £400,000. Discussions are continuing to determine the way forward, although progress has been hampered by the ongoing Thames Trains franchise situation.  The County Council is introducing a traffic management scheme in the area to alleviate the on-street parking problem near the station and improve links for cyclists.

Parish Support: Hook Norton; Little Tew

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

LOW
Staff Resource 03/04:

MEDIUM
OCC Financial Impact:

MEDIUM
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

MEDIUM

Ref:
B/24/STNS

Title:
Improvements at Banbury Station

The Banbury Integrated Transport Strategy is pursuing options that include upgrading the existing station forecourt to provide improved bus interchange facilities. There are also proposals to open up the Tramway and provide a direct link from George Street. A general improvement to pedestrian and cycle access from the town centre is also included.

The County Council recently contributed towards the costs of upgrading the lifts at the station. There are other proposals associated with the development of the former cattle market site on the east side of the station, including an extension of the footbridge to create a new link to the town centre.

Parish Support: Adderbury

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

MEDIUM
Staff Resource 03/04:

HIGH
OCC Financial Impact:

MEDIUM
Recommended Priority for work 03/04:

MEDIUM

Ref:
B/25/STNS

Title:
Improvements at Bicester North Station

Chiltern Railways have identified problems with vehicles leaving the station in the evening peak and the problems they have when joining Buckingham Road, This has been discussed with the County Council.

Chiltern Railways also have aspirations to provide a pedestrian and cycle route from the town centre to the station, although this has yet to be developed.  Revised Bus facilities have recently been completed as part of the taxibus scheme and general upgrade to the station car park.

Parish Support: NONE

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

MEDIUM
Staff Resource 03/04:

LOW
OCC Financial Impact:

MEDIUM
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

MEDIUM

Ref:
B/26/STNS

Title:
Improvements at Bicester Town Station

Improved facilities and access to Bicester Town Station are proposed as part of the East West Rail project. They are included in the joint Local Transport Plan Major Scheme submission to the Department for Transport, and an announcement is due imminently. It is possible that some elements of the work may have to be funded locally.

Parish Support: NONE

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

MEDIUM
Staff Resource 03/04:

MEDIUM
OCC Financial Impact:

MEDIUM
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

MEDIUM

Ref:
B/27/STNS

Title:
Station at Hinksey

It has been suggested that a station should be provided in the Hinksey area of south Oxford. In view of the recent public reaction to Network Rail’s virtual quarry at Hinksey, any aspiration that seeks to introduce further substantial development in the area is likely to raise significant environmental concerns and is unlikely to be achievable.

Parish Support: Longcot

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

LOW
Staff Resource 03/04:

LOW
OCC Financial Impact:

HIGH
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

DELETE

Ref:
B/28/STNS

Title:
Station at Kennington

For similar reasons to Hinksey, it is unlikely that a station could be provided without an adverse impact on the local environment. In addition the likely location for a station would be on the main Oxford to Didcot line where there are known to be capacity constraints.

Parish Support: Longcot; Wallingford

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

LOW
Staff Resource 03/04:

HIGH
OCC Financial Impact:

HIGH
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

LOW

Ref:
B/29/STNS

Title:
Station at Littlemore

The most probable way that a station would be provided for Littlemore would be as part of a much larger scheme to extend the rail line through the area. It would not be feasible to provide a station on the line as it stands, which is in effect a low capacity spur that serves the BMW plant at Cowley.

A solution may come from one of the secondary franchise commitments made by Chiltern Railways - to reopen the Princes Risborough to Oxford line (the spur to BMW being the remaining western section of a once through line). I understand that Chiltern Railways are at the very early stages of feasibility work to determine if it this is a viable proposal. They have indicated that one station in south Oxford would be desirable, and this is likely to be near to the Science Park. It is not likely that any decision will be made before the end of the first franchise review period in 2005. At this time, Chiltern Railways and the SRA will decide if they wish to pursue the proposal further. If they do decide to continue it is likely to be early in the next decade before a station can be provided in the area.
Parish Support: NONE

Recommended Change(s): NONE 



Likelihood of Progress 03/04:

MEDIUM
Staff Resource 03/04:

HIGH
OCC Financial Impact:

MEDIUM
Recommended Priority

for work 03/04:

LOW

