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Annex 3

(Report paragraph 23)

Education and Inspections Bill - Motions in Council

Advice of the Cabinet

The Cabinet:

(1) broadly supports the direction of the White Paper and the Education and Inspection Bill currently before Parliament, with the aim of improving schools for every child;

(2) welcomes:

(i) moves towards a mixed economy of schools that are available to offer parents real choice in large urban areas;

(ii) the intervention proposals;

(iii) the discipline proposals;

(iv) the proposals that underline parental responsibility;

(v) the strengthening of performance management;

(vi) the development of ‘specialist diplomas’ to  recognise vocational  education;

(vii) support for personalised learning;

(3) is concerned that:

(i) the ‘choice’ aspects of the Bill are city orientated and are not necessarily relevant to rural areas, where choice would not always be possible and where the financial costs of transport, and potentially the environmental costs also, would be high;

(ii) the Bill fails to address 16-19 funding issues and if the local authority is to have a truly strategic role then the Learning and Skills Council should be abolished;

(iii) the Bill contains real contradictions in respect of the local authority taking a strategic role;

(4) accepts that, with diversity, the local authority’s role in admission arrangements would change, but considers that this does not prevent it fulfilling the role of being best placed to work with all schools to ensure fair admission policies and practice across the authority.
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