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Annex 1
Outcome of Flu Pandemic Select Committee 2 : 27 October 2008
· The Committee was generally impressed with much of the work that has been done since the July meeting especially by Community Safety & Shared Services;

· Members would expect that when they come to re-examine the matter in 9 months time they would see no red traffic lights and would appreciate timely submission of information and data in future;

· Members will be receiving regular reports from Ian Travers-Smith and would ask Directorates to account for any lack of progress;

· Despite being pleased with the overall progress made to date, they expressed concern that CYP&F and E&E had not made the same progress as the other directorates;

· The Committee recognised that the results from the staff survey will be crucial to inform further planning and was concerned to hear that it was anticipated that there would be only a 70 - 75% response to the staff survey at best and considered that action should be taken to ensure that this figure should be improved to as near a 100% response rate as possible. They received an assurance that new staff would be expected to complete the survey form as a condition of employment and that the survey data could be updated on a regular basis but continued to be concerned over how information would be kept up to date for existing staff;

· The Committee strongly felt that a tailored survey should be produced for the county's schools, as the impact of school closures would be severe;

· The Committee suggested that the staff survey might also be extended to Councillors on a voluntary basis;

· The Committee also considered that, apart from Community Safety, there was still a need for a more outward looking approach to ensure that providers and partners were adopting a positive approach to dealing with pandemic planning; for example contact with independent schools and some further work on the possible consequences of school closures.
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