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Scrutiny Review Scoping Template
ITEM CM7

Review Topic

(name of Review)
Car Boot Sales

Review Reference Code
CS008

Parent Scrutiny Committee
Community Safety

Lead Member Review Group

(Cllr’s involved)
Cllrs. Cartledge, Hudspeth & Lamont

Member responsible for tracking

(nominate one Cllr)
Cllr. Lamont

Officer Support 

(Scrutiny Review Officer lead)
Matt Bramall 

Rationale

(key issues and/ or reason for doing the Review)
· Concerns were raised by some constituents (especially in rural areas) that goods stolen from their gardens may be being sold at occasional sales.  It corresponds with Trading Standards service priority, namely “To Provide an Effective Contribution to the Reduction of Crime and Disorder”.

· The Review may protect local retailers and manufacturers from unfair competition and ensure that legitimate business flourishes.  It corresponds to the corporate strategic challenge, namely “Sustaining Oxfordshire’s successful economy”.

· Forthcoming legislation is anticipated to improve regulation to tackle criminal activity centred around car boot sales and other temporary sales.  Nationally trade in fake goods is estimated to be worth £9b p.a. which costs the Exchequer approx £2b p.a. in lost tax revenue – approx 25% of counterfeits are bought at markets and car boot sales.

· 5 out of the 10-question criteria are met

Purpose of Review/Objective

(specify exactly what the Review should achieve)
· Examine situation in Oxfordshire against a background nationally of a growing problem of counterfeit and pirated goods being sold at occasional sales and/ or car boot sales.

· Ensure that consumers are not put at risk by exposure to shoddy, substandard and potentially dangerous merchandise and protect the public from conmen and criminals.

· Evaluate the efficacy of the current regulatory framework 

· Assess the adequacy of the role different agencies play in enforcing regulations – e.g. Trading Standards, the Police, etc.

Indicators of Success

(what factors would tell you what a good Review should look like)
· A clear picture is obtained of the scale of the problem within Oxfordshire.

· Clear recommendations are made, based on the evidence obtained, to improve the balance between over and under regulation of car boot and other occasional sales.

Methodology/ Approach

(what types of enquiry will be used to gather evidence and why)
Interviews with witnesses

Literature review

Possible benchmarking against other local authorities

Specify Witnesses/ Experts

(who to see and when)
· Nigel Strick – Head of OCC Trading Standards & Registration

· Richard Staveley – OCC Trading Standards Officer, Rogue Traders Unit 

· Bryan Lewin –Trading Standards Institute’s Lead Officer for Counterfeiting

· ?? – District Council Licensing Officer(s)

· ?? – Manager, Big Ben’s Car Boots

· traders who frequent car boot sales

· ?? – Chamber of Commerce

· Det. Sgt. Tony Lees – Thames Valley Police

· a neighbourhood action group officer – Thames Valley Police

· Susannah Winter – Alliance Against IP Theft

· ?? – Scambuster Team

· ?? – 

· ?? – 

Specify Evidence Sources for Documents

(which to look at)
· Legislation – e.g. Business Names Act 1985; Consumer Protection Act 1987; Price Marking Order 2004; Consumer Transactions Order 1976; Misrepresentations Act 1967; Sales of Goods Act 1979 (Amended by Sale & Supply of Goods to Consumers Regulations 2002); Trade Descriptions Act 1968; Trade Marks Act 1994; Copyright, Designs & Patents Act 1988

· The Occasional Sales Bill

· Oxfordshire Trading Standards Service Plan 2004-05

· Oxfordshire Trading Standards Service Plan 2005-06

· Oxfordshire Trading Standards Service Plan 2006-07

· Police Neighbourhood Action Group policy documentation

· 

Specify Site Visits

(where and when)
Visits to a number of local car boot sales will be needed.

May wish to visit another authority, contenders so far include:

· York ( known to have prosecuted traders selling pirated goods at car boot sales), and 

· Northamptonshire are involved with a national lobby group

· Kent – introduced their own Medway Act 2001 to improve local regulation

Specify Evidence Sources for Views of Stakeholders

(consultation/ workshops/ focus groups/ public meetings)
· People who visit car boots – will try to find them by use of flyers, advertising on the website and issuing a press release/ writing letters to local media, as well as conversations during site visits.

· Round table discussion with relevant ‘stakeholders’

Publicity requirements

(what is needed – fliers, leaflets, radio broadcast, press-release, etc.)
Press release to advertise the Review

Flyers to give out at car boot sales

Local radio phone-in

Resource requirements

· Person-days

· Expenditure
35 days

£500 (may increase if financial expertise has to be bought in)

Barriers/ dangers/ risks

(identify any weaknesses and potential pitfalls)
· Review might get tempted to stray into broader areas of stolen and counterfeit goods more generally.

· Must be careful not to seek to over-regulate the legitimate activity of many residents and traders – guard against accusations of being ‘kill-joys’.

Projected start date
July 2005
Draft Report Deadline
23 Oct 2006

Meeting Frequency
Every two weeks
Projected completion date
04 Dec 2006

When to evaluate impact and response
12 months after considered by Cabinet

Trading Standards Service Plan 2006-07 extract

Service Priority 2:  

To Provide an Effective Contribution to the Reduction of Crime and Disorder



Outcomes/Rationale

Tackle criminal activity centred around the Kassam Stadium Car Boot sale (and other temporary sales).



Targets/improvements
To clear away all sellers of counterfeit goods from the Kassam Car Boot sale.



Actions to achieve this priority
Milestones/Success Criteria
Timeframe

To take enforcement action against all those involved in the sale of counterfeit goods at the Kassam Stadium car boot sale and other venues
· A code of conduct is agreed with car boot sale organisers.

· A programme of enforcement action is agreed with Thames Valley Police, Home Office Immigration Team and other organisations.

· Minimum of 4 high profile raids on the Kassam Stadium car boot sale.
May 2006

May 2006

October 2006
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