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	This matter is being dealt with by Barbara Chillman

	

	Email: barbara.chillman@oxfordshire.gov.uk
	

	Telephone: 01865 816459
	


Dear Phil,
Re: Proposal for the expansion of Madley Brook Primary School, Witney

Thank you for your letter setting out the concerns of the governors of Springfield School about the proposed expansion of Madley Brook Primary School. A number of the issues you raise were also raised during joint discussions with the head teachers of both schools last year.  All parties to those discussions were fully committed to the principles of integrated learning and the maintenance of facilities and opportunities for pupils of both schools.  
Following on from the agreement to enter into an informal public consultation to expand Madley Brook Primary School, two building design processes have been started. The first is to ensure that the minor works needed to the Foundation Stage area are completed in time to accommodate the 45 pupils who will be admitted to the school in September. This is a temporary increase in the number of pupils normally admitted to the school in response to the applications received for places in the catchment area for the primary school.  
The second is to draft a briefing document which will form the basis for detailed discussions with an architect to identify the changes which will be needed if the permanent increase in the size of the school is agreed following the consultation process. As a major stakeholder, Springfield School will be closely involved in these discussions, which are expected to start in September. 

For information, due to the shared nature of spaces in a co-located school, many of the spaces in the school were originally designed to give overall areas above the minimum requirements when the school was first built.   Consideration was also given in the initial design stage to the potential for future expansion of both schools.  The need to bear in mind any future flexibility for Springfield School will be built into the current exercise.  The outline brief referred to above also recognises the need to check the provision of shared spaces, including the hall, storage, food technology, and car parking. It also emphasises that all changes in accommodation need the formal agreement of both schools. 
As the increase in numbers at Madley Brook would take a number of years for their full impact to take effect, the management issues you raise, such as timetabling of shared facilities and equitable allocation of maintenance costs, can be addressed jointly by the head teachers and governors of both schools and, where necessary, local authority officers.  
The proposal to expand Madley Brook will be considered by the Council Cabinet on 21st July 2009, when a decision will be made on whether to proceed to a formal Statutory Notice to implement the changes. A report will be made to Cabinet summarising all responses made to the consultation, but if you would like to address the meeting directly, you should contact Committee Services at County Hall no later than 9.00am on 20th July. Full details are available on the OCC website in the “About your council” section. 
Should you have any further queries you would like to raise at this stage please do not hesitate to contact me on the above telephone number.  
Yours sincerely

Barbara Chillman
Principal Officer, School Organisation
ANNEX 3
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