CA6 - page 15

ANNEX 3

PROPOSALS FOR PRESCRIBED ALTERATIONS OTHER THAN FOUNDATION PROPOSALS: Information to be included in or provided in relation to proposals 

Insert the information asked for in the expandable box below each section.
In respect of a Governing Body Proposal: School and governing body’s details
1.  The name, address and category of the school for which the governing body are publishing the proposals.

	Not applicable


In respect of an LEA Proposal: School and local education authority details
2. The name, address and category of the school and a contact address for the local education authority who are publishing the proposals.

	The Cooper School Churchill Road Bicester OX26 4RS  

Community secondary school

Contact address for local authority:
Oxfordshire County Council, 3rd Floor, Clarendon House, 52 Cornmarket Street, Oxford OX1 3EJ


Implementation and any proposed stages for implementation
3. The date on which the proposals are planned to be implemented, and if they are to be implemented in stages, a description of what is planned for each stage, and the number of stages intended and the dates of each stage.

	01 September 2011.


Objections and comments
4. A statement explaining the procedure for making representations, including—
(a) the date by which objections or comments should be sent to the local education authority; and
(b) the address of the authority to which objections or comments should be sent.

	Any objections or comments should be submitted in writing by Friday 24 April 2009 to:
Allyson Milward, Service Manager, School Organisation, Third Floor, Clarendon House, 52, Cornmarket Street, Oxford OX1 3EJ Tel: 01865 816453 /E-mail: propertyassets@oxfordshire.gov.uk



Alteration description
5. A description of the proposed alteration and in the case of special school proposals, a description of the current special needs provision.

	The proposal is to extend the age range from 11-16 years to 11-18 years. 


School capacity
6. —(1)
Where the alteration is an alteration falling within any of paragraphs 1 to 4, 8, 9 and 12-14 of Schedule 2 or paragraphs 1-4, 7, 8, 18, 19 and 21 of Schedule 4 to The School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2007, the proposals  must also include—
(a) details of the current capacity of the school and where the proposals will alter the capacity of the school, the proposed capacity of the school after the alteration;

	The current capacity of the school is 1050 and the proposed capacity will be 1235. The current admission number for the school is 210 for year 7 and the proposed admission number will remain 210. 


(b) details of the current number of pupils admitted to the school in each relevant age group, and where this number is to change, the proposed number of pupils to be admitted in each relevant age group in the first school year in which the proposals will have been implemented; 

	11

	12

	13

	14

	15

	16

	17

	18

	Total

	School

	11-16 pupils


	219

	178

	159

	167

	192

	1

	 

	 

	916

	The Cooper School

	915



	Above figures are numbers admitted at September 2008.  It is anticipated that 80 pupils will be admitted at age 16 (i.e. into Year 12) in September 2011.




(c) where it is intended that proposals should be implemented in stages, the number of pupils to be admitted to the school in the first school year in which each stage will have been implemented; 

	September 2011  Admit 80 pupils to Year 12 (current Year 9)

September 2012  Admit further 90-100 pupils to Year 12 (current Year 8)

Sixth form to continue with up to 185 post-16 pupils in total in any one academic year.  


(d) where the number of pupils in any relevant age group is lower than the indicated admission number for that relevant age group a statement to this effect and details of the indicated admission number in question.

	Not applicable


(1) Where the alteration is an alteration falling within any of paragraphs 1, 2, 9, 12 and 13 to 4, and 7 and 8 of Schedule 2 or paragraphs 1, 2, 8, 18 ands 19 of Schedule 4 to The School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2007 a statement of the number of pupils at the school at the time of the publication of the proposals.

	As shown at paragraph 5b) above there are currently 916 pupils on roll.  


Implementation
7. Where the proposals relate to a foundation or voluntary controlled school a statement as to whether the proposals are to be implemented by the local education authority or by the governing body, and, if the proposals are to be implemented by both, a statement as to the extent to which they are to be implemented by each body.

	Not applicable


Additional Site
8. —(1)
A statement as to whether any new or additional site will be required if proposals are implemented and if so the location of the site if the school is to occupy a split site.

	No additional site is required for this proposal.  


(2)
Where proposals relate to a foundation or voluntary school a statement as to who will provide any additional site required, together with details of the tenure (freehold or leasehold) on which the site of the school will be held, and if the site is to be held on a lease, details of the proposed lease.

	Not applicable




Changes in boarding arrangements
9. —(1)
Where the proposals are for the introduction or removal of boarding provision, or the alteration of existing boarding provision such as is mentioned in paragraph 7  or 14 of Schedule 2 or 4 to The School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2007 —
(a) the number of pupils for whom it is intended that boarding provision will be made if the proposals are approved;

	Not applicable




(b) the arrangements for safeguarding the welfare of children at the school;

	Not applicable




(c) the current number of pupils for whom boarding provision can be made and a description of the boarding provision; 

	Not applicable




(d) except where the proposals are to introduce boarding provision, a description of the existing boarding provision.

	Not applicable




(2)
Where the proposals are for the removal of boarding provisions or an alteration to reduce boarding provision such as is mentioned in paragraph 7 or 14 of Schedule 2 or 4 to The School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2007 —
(a) the number of pupils for whom boarding provision will be removed if the proposals are approved; 

	Not applicable




(b) a statement as to the use to which the former boarding accommodation will be put if the proposals are approved.

	Not applicable


Transfer to new site
10. Where the proposals are to transfer a school to a new site the following information—
(a) the location of the proposed site (including details of whether the school is to occupy a single or split site), and including where appropriate the postal address;

	Not applicable




(b) the distance between the proposed and current site;

	Not applicable




(c) the reason for the choice of proposed site;

	Not applicable




(d) the accessibility of the proposed site or sites;

	Not applicable




(e) the proposed arrangements for transport of pupils to the school on its new site; 

	Not applicable




(f) a statement about other sustainable transport alternatives where pupils are not using transport provided, and how car use in area will be discouraged.

	Not applicable


Objectives
11. The objectives of the proposals.

	To enable the school to participate in the provision of full educational opportunities for the 11-19 age range through joint working with the East Oxfordshire 14-19 Consortium (The Cooper School, Bicester Community College, Oxford and Cherwell College, Wheatley Park School, Gosford Hill School, Lord Williams School, Bardwell School).  



Consultation
12. Evidence of the consultation before the proposals were published including—
(a) a list of persons who were consulted;
(b) minutes of all public consultation meetings;

(c) the views of the persons consulted;

(d) a statement to the effect that all applicable statutory requirements in relation to the proposals to consult were complied with; and

(e) copies of all consultation documents and a statement on how these documents were made available.

	(a)
Circulation list for this consultaion:
1.
The Director, Children, Young People & Families, Oxfordshire County Council

2. 
The families of students currently attending The Cooper School

3. 
All staff at The Cooper School

4. 
Trade union representatives for the staff of The Cooper School

5. 
Director for Children and Young People, Buckinghamshire County Council

6. 
Director for Children and Young People, Northamptonshire County Council

7. 
The Governing Body and staff and their trade union representatives of Secondary Schools in the East Oxfordshire 14-19 Partnership:-

• Bardwell School

• Bicester Community College

• Gosford Hill School

• John Watson School

• Lord William’s School, Thame

• Wheatley Park School

• Woodeaton Manor School

8.
The Governing Body of other Secondary Schools in the vicinity:-

• Buckingham School

• Magdalen College School, Brackley

• Marlborough CE School

• Royal Latin School, Buckingham

• The Cherwell School, Oxford

9. 
The Learning & Skills Council, The Thames Valley Manager

10. 
The Principal of the Oxford & Cherwell Valley College

11. 
The Governing Body, staff and families of pupils of The Cooper School’s feeder Primary Schools:-

• Charlton-on-Otmoor CE Primary School

• Finmere CE Primary School

• Fringford CE Primary School

• Glory Farm CP School

• Langford Village Community School

• Launton CE Primary

• Longfields Primary & Nursery School

12. 
The Governing Body of Bicester Community College feeder Primary Schools:-

• Brookside Primary School

• Bure Park Primary School

• Chesterton CE VA Primary School

• Five Acres Primary School, Ambrosden

• Fritwell CE Primary (VC)

• Kings Meadow Primary School

• St Edburg’s CE (VA) School

• St Mary’s Catholic Primary School

• Southwold CP School

13. 
Tony Baldry MP

14. 
Bicester Town Council

15. 
32 Parish Councils and Parish meetings in the Bicester Area

(b)
There were no formal public consultation meetings.  

(c)
The school received 15 responses to its consultation, all of which were in favour of the proposal.  A summary of the responses and any particular comments are shown below.  

Respondent

In favour of proposal 

(Yes or No)

Any comments

Chair of Governors, Southwold Primary School

Yes

Governor, Langford Village primary School

Yes

Reservation re year 7 pupils mixing directly with 17-18 year old students attached to the learning centre

Governor, Five Acres Primary School

Yes

Chair of Governors, Launton CE Primary School

Yes

Launton Parish Council

Yes

Middleton Stoney Parish council

Yes

Head teacher and Chair of Governors Bicester Community College

Yes

Looking forward to running a joint sixth form and encouraging more Bicester pupils to pursue sixth form studies.  

Head of Science, The Cooper school

Yes

Wishes to build on specialist status in science to provide science A levels and build on good relationships forged with Cooper pupils to the age of 16.  

Parents of pupils at feeder primary schools (4)

NB two respondents have replied as parents of pupils at The Cooper and a local primary school.  

Yes

Added incentive for local children to pursue post 16 study.  Reduce time and travel costs for sixth form study.  Smoother transition from GCSE to A level study.  

Parents of pupils at The Cooper School (3)

NB two respondents have replied as parents of pupils at The Cooper and a local primary school.  

Yes

As above.  

Admissions Manager, Buckinghamshire County Council

Yes

No effect on provision in Buckinghamshire.    

(d) 
all applicable statutory requirements in relation to the proposals to consult were complied with.  

(e)
The full consultation document is attached to this proposal as Annex 1.  It was made available through sending copies to the consultees listed, letters to parents of pupils at the school and on the school website at www.cooper.oxon.sch.uk.  


Project costs
13. A statement of the estimated total capital cost of the proposals and the breakdown of the costs that are to be met by the governing body, the local education authority, and any other party.

	Estimated Capital Cost of the proposal

Item

Cost(£)

To be met by

New build and remodelling

3,100,000

Local authority/School

Abnormals,specialist fit out, temporary accommodation for duration of building contract

 440,000

Local authority/School
Fixed furniture/equipment/ICT plus contingencies at 10%

 430,000

Local authority/School
TOTAL

3,970,000




14. A copy of confirmation from the Secretary of State, local education authority and the Learning and Skills Council for England (as the case may be) that funds will be made available (including costs to cover any necessary site purchase).

	On the 16 October 2007, the Oxfordshire County Council Cabinet considered a report summarising the findings of a joint local authority/LSC public consultation on the provision of additional Secondary School Places in Bicester. The Cabinet of the local authority resolved to adopt the proposal to create a 14+ Learning Centre at Bicester as a preferred option.  

The 14-19 learning centre was described as a new educational learning centre which would be purpose built to meet the demands of the future curriculum for learners from age 14.  It would accommodate pupils from Year 10 upwards who would be based at either of the existing schools and attend the new Learning Centre for part of the week.  A levels and other Post 16 courses would be taught at both schools and the new 14+ Learning Centre. 

As part of the implementation of these proposals capital funding for the construction of a new sixth form facility at The Cooper School has been identified in the local authority’s Capital Programme 2009-10 to 2013-14.  The school will also contribute some or all of their devolved formula capital allocation towards this scheme in common with other schools for which major capital schemes are in programmed.   A copy of that document is attached as Annex 2.  




Age range
15. Where the proposals relate to a change in age range, the current age range for the school.

	11 -16 years 


Early years provision
16. Where the proposals are to alter the lower age limit of a mainstream school so that it provides for pupils aged between 2 and 5—
(a) details of the early years provision, including the number of full-time and part-time pupils, the number and length of sessions in each week, and the services for disabled children that will be offered;

	Not applicable


(b) how the school will integrate the early years provision with childcare services and how the proposals are consistent with the integration of early years provision for childcare;

	Not applicable


(c) evidence of parental demand for additional provision of early years provision;

	Not applicable


(d) assessment of capacity, quality and sustainability of provision in schools and in establishments other than schools who deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage within 3 miles of the school; 

	Not applicable


(e) reasons why such schools and establishments who have spare capacity cannot make provision for any forecast increase in the number of such provision.

	Not applicable




Changes to sixth form provision
17. (1)
Where the proposals are to alter the upper age limit of the school so that the school provides sixth form education or additional sixth form education, a statement of how the proposals will—
(a) improve the educational or training achievements;
(b) increase participation in education or training; and
(c) expand the range of educational or training opportunities for 16-19 year olds in the area.

	(a) 
The most recent Ofsted report on The Cooper School (November 2007) judged it a good school; where standards are improving; where students make good progress; and where teaching is good overall, with some examples of outstanding practice across the school.  While teachers at The Cooper School currently help to deliver some of the shared courses at Bicester Community College, the addition of a Sixth Form to The Cooper School will enable it to participate fully in the provision of educational opportunities for the whole 11-19 age range, making best use of staff expertise to raise standards, and helping it to recruit and retain the best teachers. 
(b) 
Currently The Cooper School is an 11-16 school, and students have to leave for post-16 provision at Bicester Community College, or other schools and colleges outside the town, with many students having to travel 15 miles or more to Oxford or Banbury. The school and the local authority believe that this is lowering the aspirations of students at the school, and deterring students from staying in education, leading them into low-level occupations with little chance of progression or improvement. This belief is reinforced by a recent analysis (2008) of the Longitudinal Survey of Young People in England by the Cabinet Office, Joseph Rowntree Foundation and the Institute for Fiscal Studies, which found that students in schools with a sixth form have higher post-16 and university aspirations than those in schools without.

An analysis by the Connexions service of current Year 11 students’ intentions (March 2009) shows that while 100% of students at Bicester Community College (which has a sixth form) intended to stay in education next year, only 73% of students at The Cooper School planned to do so. This compares to 83% of students across Oxfordshire and 86% within the East Oxfordshire 14-19 Consortium. 26% of students at Cooper School are neither planning to stay in education nor have secured education or training – compared to 17% for the county as a whole and 13% for the local Consortium. This indicates that the lack of sixth form provision at The Cooper School may be discouraging students at the school from staying in education. Extending the age range at The Cooper School is a key element of the Bicester 14+ Partnership’s strategy to increase participation in education for students at this school. 

(c)
The addition of a Sixth Form at The Cooper School is part of a broader 14+ strategy in Bicester, which is planned to include a new purpose-built 14+ Learning Centre. The Cooper School will continue to work closely with the other secondary school in the town, Bicester Community College, and Oxford and Cherwell College as well as the new Learning Centre, to jointly offer a wide range of academic and vocational courses. The addition of a sixth form at The Cooper school will provide an additional educational opportunity in a town which currently offers little choice post-16. 




(2)
Where the proposals are to alter the upper age limit of the school so that the school will provide sixth form education, the proposed number of sixth form places to be provided.

	185 sixth form places


18. Where the proposals are to alter the upper age limit of the school so that the school ceases to provide sixth form education, a statement of the effect on the supply of 16-19 places in the area.
Special educational needs
19. Where the proposals are to establish or change provision for special educational needs—
(a) a description of the proposed types of learning difficulties in respect of which education will be provided and, where provision for special educational needs already exists, the current type of provision;

	Not applicable


(b) any additional specialist features will be provided;

	Not applicable


(c) the proposed numbers of pupils for which the provision is to be made;

	Not applicable


(d) details of how the provision will be funded;

	Not applicable


(e) a statement as to whether the education will be provided for children with special educational needs who are not registered pupils at the school to which the proposals relate;

	All new build will be fully accessible to enable delivery of a full curriculum for the East Oxfordshire 14-19 Consortia.  Bardwell School, which is designated for pupils with severe learning difficulties and profound and multiple learning difficulties, is a member of that consortium and as such part of the integrated education offer to be made.


(f) a statement as to whether the expenses of the provision will be met from the school’s delegated budget;

	Not applicable


(g) the location of the provision if it is not to be established on the existing site of the school; 

	Not applicable


(h) where the provision will replace existing educational provision for children with special educational needs, a statement as to how the local education authority believes that the new provision is likely to lead to improvement in the standard, quality and range of the educational provision for such children; 

	Not applicable


(i) the number of places reserved for children with special educational needs, and where this number is to change, the proposed number of such places.

	Not applicable


20. Where the proposals are to discontinue provision for special educational needs—
(a) details of alternative provision for pupils for whom the provision is currently made;

	Not applicable


(b) details of the number of pupils for whom provision is made that is recognised by the local education authority as reserved for children with special educational needs during each of the 4 school years preceding the current school year;

	Not applicable


(c) details of provision made outside the area of the local education authority for pupils whose needs will not be able to be met in the area of the authority as a result of the discontinuance of the provision; 

	Not applicable


(d) a statement as to how the authority believe that the proposals are likely to lead to improvement in the standard, quality and range of the educational provision for such children.

	Not applicable


21. Where the proposals will lead to alternative provision for children with special educational needs, as a result of the establishment, alteration or discontinuance of existing provision, the specific educational benefits that will flow from the proposals in terms of—
(a) improved access to education and associated services including the curriculum, wider school activities, facilities and equipment with 
(b) reference to the local education authority’s Accessibility Strategy;
(c) improved access to specialist staff, both educational and other 
(d) professionals, including any external support and outreach services;
(e) improved access to suitable accommodation; and
(f) improved supply of suitable places.

	Not applicable


Sex of pupils
22. Where the proposals are to make an alteration to provide that a school which was an establishment which admitted pupils of one sex only becomes an establishment which admits pupils of both sexes—
(a) details of the likely effect which the alteration will have on the balance of the provision of single sex education in the area;

	Not applicable


(b) evidence of local demand for single-sex education; 

	Not applicable


(c) details of any transitional period which the body making the proposals wishes specified in a transitional exemption order (within the meaning of section 27 of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975).

	Not applicable


23. Where the proposals are to make an alteration to a school to provide that a school which was an establishment which admitted pupils of both sexes becomes an establishment which admits pupils of one sex only—
(a) details of the likely effect which the alteration will have on the balance of the provision of single-sex education in the area; 

	Not applicable


(b) evidence of local demand for single-sex education.

	Not applicable


Extended services
24. If the proposed alterations affect the provision of the school’s extended services, details of the current extended services the school is offering and details of any proposed change as a result of the alterations.

	


Need or demand for additional places
25. If the proposals involve adding places—
(a) a statement and supporting evidence of the need or demand for the particular places in the area;

	The Cooper School currently generates approximately 150 students per year who stay on in full time education after 16, either at a sixth form in another school, or at an FE College. As most of these students have to travel considerable distances for their courses, if sixth form provision were to be available at The Cooper School, a substantial proportion of these students would be expected to stay.  An analysis of destinations of these students is attached as Annex 3.  

The school was over-subscribed for Year 7 in 2008/09, and is projected to continue to attract high numbers.

Bicester has had high population growth in recent years, and further growth is projected, including significant new dwellings as part of the South East Plan.  This planned housing growth indicates that an additional 850 secondary places will be required by 2011/12.  In order to increase choice and diversity in secondary education within Bicester, it is planned to meet this demand through a new 14-19 learning centre, with a joint collaborative offer being put forward by the town’s two secondary schools and The Oxford and Cherwell College. The addition of a Sixth Form to The Cooper School forms part of this strategy. 


(b) where the school has a religious character, a statement and supporting evidence of the demand in the area for education in accordance with the tenets of the religion or religious denomination; 

	Not applicable


(c) where the school adheres to a particular philosophy, evidence of the demand for education in accordance with the philosophy in question and any associated change to the admission arrangements for the school.

	Not applicable


26. If the proposals involve removing places—
(a) a statement and supporting evidence of the reasons for the removal, including an assessment of the impact on parental choice;

	Not applicable


(b) a statement on the local capacity to accommodate displaced pupils.

	Not applicable


Expansion of successful and popular schools

26A. (1) 
Proposals must include a statement of whether the proposer considers that the presumption for the expansion of successful and popular schools should apply, and where the governing body consider the presumption applies, evidence to support this.

(2) 
Sub-paragraph (1) applies to expansion proposals in respect of primary and secondary schools, (except for grammar schools), i.e. falling within:

(a)
(for proposals published by the governing body) paragraphs 1 and 2 of Part 1 to Schedule 2 and paragraphs 12 and 13 of Part 2 to Schedule 2; ; 

 

(b)
(for proposals published by the LA) paragraphs 1 and 2 of Part 1 to Schedule 4.

of the Prescribed Alteration regulations. 

 

(3)
Whilst not required by regulations to provide this information for any LA proposals to expand a voluntary or foundation school, it is desirable to provide this below.

	The Cooper School is oversubscribed and has demonstrated a continuing trend of raising education achievement.   For September 2009 it attracted 213 first preference applications for 210 places, and it currently has 219 students in Year 7 against a capacity of 210. 

The school’s most recent Ofsted (November 2007) rated it as “good”.   The addition of a sixth form to the school will support the stay on rates of students post 16 and contribute to increasing education achievement generally.  


Additional information in the case of special schools
27. Where the proposals relate to a special school the following information must also be provided—
(a) information as to the numbers, age range, sex and special educational needs of the pupils (distinguishing boarding and day pupils) for whom provision is made at the school;

	Not applicable


(b) information on the predicted rise or fall (as the case may be) in the number of children with particular types of special educational needs requiring specific types of special educational provision;

	Not applicable


(c) a statement about the alternative provision for pupils who may be displaced as a result of the alteration;

	Not applicable


(d) where the proposals would result in the school being organised to make provision for pupils with a different type or types of special educational needs with the result that the provision which would be made for pupils currently at the school would be inappropriate to their needs, details of the other schools which such pupils may attend including any interim arrangements and transport arrangements to such schools; 

	Not applicable


(e) where the proposals relate to a foundation special school a statement as to whether the proposals are to be implemented by the local education authority or by the governing body, and if the proposals are to be implemented by both, a statement as to the extent to which they are to be implemented by each body.

	Not applicable
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