ANNEX 2

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA): NW Bicester

An SA of the Eco-towns Programme has been undertaken covering the 15 short listed locations as well as alternatives. The locations are evaluated against sustainability criteria. Benefits and negative impacts of the locations are identified together with potential mitigation measures. For each location, key strengths and weaknesses regarding sustainability are identified and an overall rating is given.  North West Bicester was rated B. Might be suitable for an eco-town subject to meeting specific planning and design objectives

Extracts: from “Eco-towns Sustainability Appraisal and Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Eco-towns Programme – Conclusions”
North West Bicester

The key strengths of the location from a sustainability viewpoint are:

· The location is not constrained by environmental designations or high quality agricultural land.

The key weakness of the location from a sustainability viewpoint is:

· The fact that the site is adjacent to Bicester will mean that it is less separate and distinct than if it were more removed. This may lessen infrastructure innovation (easier to use existing systems), lessen behavioural change (Bicester is on the doorstep) and make the creation of a distinct community more difficult.on
