ADDENDA – ANNEX 3

ITEM CA10

Minority Report –   Scrutiny Review of the Local Economy of Market Towns

From the Constitution – Scrutiny Procedure Rules, Section F (11) (e)

This section states that if a Scrutiny Committee cannot agree on one single final report  to the Cabinet………    then one minority report may be prepared and submitted for consideration by the Cabinet ………with the majority report.

The Report :

The issue of support for market towns was debated by the Scrutiny Review Committee at its last meeting on  February 18th  at which a list of 19 towns and villages, as recommended by SEEDA, was presented 

In addition to these 19 settlements, a further four were added by the Review Group. They were Banbury, Bicester, Witney and Abingdon.  However, no clear rationale was given for the inclusion of these larger      (non-SEEDA ) towns.

The report contains no clear definition of what actually constitutes a ‘Market Town.’  They are not defined within the report by size, population, history or character. Nor is it clearly stated what is not a market town.

As such, there are no clear parameters to explain why the town of Didcot has been excluded from the list.

Since the over-riding  purpose of the review is to improve the economic ‘health’ of the smaller market towns and villages by seeking extra resources by way of grants and by supplying the additional resource of two dedicated full-time officers, the exclusion of Didcot as a beneficiary of these resources is without justification and therefore discriminatory.

Furthermore, there is, at present, a live proposal still before the Scrutiny Review Committee to decide whether or not Didcot should be included in the Review list. This proposal had some significant support but the vote was held in abeyance subject to an officer and lead member further  meeting to make changes to the original review. 

Their final report has now been presented but there remains no mention of Didcot within the report. In other words, the proposal of the 18th September has been wilfully disregarded and the remaining committee members not given the chance to make their views known .  They may wish to pursue further the reasons behind the inclusion of some and the exclusion of other towns and villages, but will not now have that opportunity. 

The Cabinet is asked to defer considerations of the  Environment and Economy Scrutiny Review Committee until the issues of what are and what are not market towns has been resolved.

Minority Report submitted by  Cllr. Terry Joslin – Didcot South Ward

Response to Scrutiny Review on Supporting the Economic Success of Market Towns

1. The Cabinet welcomes the interest of the Environment & Economy Scrutiny Committee in the success of Oxfordshire’s market towns. 

2. However, the Cabinet believes that the future of Oxfordshire’s market towns should be considered holistically, in terms of developing places and communities. We believe that our actions to drive success should be developed from a broader framework and not focus solely on economic success alone.

3. The Cabinet recognises the significant role of District Councils in the development of these communities and therefore we will refer this review to the Oxfordshire Leader’s Group, asking the Leaders of those councils what actions they need to take on board and how Oxfordshire County Council can facilitate them. The Cabinet would also like to have the input of the Oxfordshire Economic Partnership regarding these particular actions.

4. Once District Council Leaders have had an opportunity to comment on the proposals and agree any relevant actions, the Cabinet will consider the recommendations for this council in more detail.

5. In response, the Cabinet requests that the Cabinet Member for Place prepare an action plan for supporting the success of market towns more generally, taking into account the findings of this Scrutiny Review.

