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ANNEX 1

Oxford Cycle Hire Feasibility Study
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Expected benefits of a cycle hire scheme for Oxford:

1. Promotion of cycling as a transport mode and increased accessibility to key destinations. 

2. Better connectivity with other modes particularly trains and the park and ride system.

3. Increase in the levels of cycling through reduced barriers to cycling such as access to a bike, maintenance and theft

4. Help to consolidate Oxford’s sustainable transport system with more cycling and walking and better integration with other modes helping to increase choice and reduce reliance on car based travel.

5. Health benefits associated with increased levels of cycling.

6. Journey time savings and journey time reliability benefits associated with cycling in a compact City such as Oxford

7. Reduction in overcrowding on buses at peak times

8. Promote tourism in part by offering a new selling point for Oxford

9. Reduced transport costs for users of the system.

10. Less need to convey bikes on trains, buses or cars.

11. May appeal to visitors/tourist, students, language schools, academics, residents, major employers, and established workforce.

Main risks of a cycle hire scheme in Oxford.
1. 
Difficult to estimate potential demand/usage in a City which already has high levels of cycling

2. 
Theft and vandalism

3. 
Safety concerns and public liability issues

4. 
Space availability for parking hubs in locations of prime demand (planning/conservation/servicing issues)

5. 
Conflict with other road users including pedestrians

6. 
Need for re-distribution of cycle hire bicycles, potentially reducing congestion/air pollution benefits

7. 
Significant investment required and risk of being unable to recoup costs

8. 
Political, financial and PR fall-out caused by an unsuccessful scheme

9.
Inadequate complementary measures, (route infrastructure, signing and cycle training for inexperienced cyclists)

10. 
Cycle Parking hubs blocked by overspill parking of conventional bikes
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