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Appendix F
Environmental Assessments 

As part of the assessment process of the Weston Otmoor eco-town, Cherwell District Council commissioned two environmental studies: a water cycle study and a landscape and visual impact assessment.

Cherwell District Council commissioned consultants Scott Wilson to assess the potential impact of the proposed eco-town at Weston Otmoor on the water cycle, water infrastructure and the water environment of the study area.  The study concluded as follows:-

Water resources:  The site is situated in one of the driest regions of England and Thames Water has identified limited capacity to supply additional demand.  If the proposal is to go ahead, discussions would be required with Thames Water to consider a strategy to meet the predicted demand of the eco-town.

Water infrastructure:  There is currently a lack of infrastructure across and adjacent to the site.  This would require significant investment to overcome.  There is limited further capacity at the current sewage treatment works on the south side of Bicester.  The provision of the eco-town would require further investment, which may include the construction of a new sewage treatment works to serve the eco-town.

Flood risk and drainage:  There is a strong expectation within the draft PPS that the built up area of eco-towns should be fully within flood zone 1 (where the likelihood of flooding is less than once in 1000 years).  There is a small area of the eco-town that is not within flood zone 1 (approximately 4%); however, it may be possible to incorporate these areas as green infrastructure. [I thought we were claiming elsewhere that it immediately adjoined an area of flood risk 3.  If so, surely we need to mention that here too?]
Water environment and water quality: No details were available of the quality of the watercourse crossing the site; however, it is a tributary of the River Ray which is of fairly good chemical and good biological quality.  It is critical that this water quality is not adversely affected by the eco-town.  Furthermore, the eco-town could have an impact on three SSSIs, one of which (the Wendlebury and Mansmoor Close SSSI) lies partly within the footprint of the eco-town.  All of these SSSIs are hydrologically dependent sites and a through ecological assessment of potential impacts of the eco-town is recommended.

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment

Cherwell District Council commissioned consultants Broadway Malyan to make an initial assessment of the landscape and visual impact of the Weston Otmoor eco-town.  This study concluded as follows:-

The site is presently largely visually contained.  Whilst there are a limited number of locations at a distance of 1-2.5 km where there will be views of part of the site, generally clear views are limited to areas of public access and areas on or near to its immediate boundary (including the M40, A34 and railway line).

The landscape character of the site can absorb some small scale development, providing it is sensitively sited and set within a strengthened landscape framework.  However, the Weston Otmoor proposal would constitute over-development because of its sheer scale and density and because of the design of the overall masterplan. The proposals would degrade the landscape character of the site.

The revised masterplan and sketches provided by Parkridge indicate a very urban development form and density which is completely out of character with the scale and density of other areas of settlement in the area. This will be difficult to contain visually and to mitigate.

The fieldwork was carried out in summer, when trees and shrub planting are in full leaf.  Further field survey work was done after leaf fall.  Areas of screening were found to be, in many cases, less effective, exposing larger open parts of the site to public view.

Overall, the study concluded that the proposed Weston Otmoor eco-town would have an unacceptable landscape and visual impact on the site and surrounding area.  It recommended that further work would be needed once more detailed proposals for Weston Otmoor are known.  Insufficient details have to date been provided of some of the key infrastructure elements of the eco-town (such as the new junction 9, railway station and waste for energy plant) to fully consider the impact of these and the eco-town overall.
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