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ANNEX 4

Secretary of State’s Proposed Changes to the South East Plan.

Bicester 

Policy CO1says that in Central Oxfordshire “The main locations for development will be Bicester, Didcot and Wantage and Grove to improve their self containment and within and immediately adjacent to the built up area of Oxford. Elsewhere limited development will be permitted to support the social and economic well being of local communities.” “.

The supporting text says “ Greater emphasis will be given to increasing social and economic self – containment at Bicester …” and “… Bicester should seek to maximise the benefits accruing from its location, for example, on the evolving Oxford to Cambridge Arc and railway network ..”.

 Proposed Policy CO2 says that “Additional employment land for employment will be provide where justified at Bicester and Didcot, for the expansion and relocation of existing local firms to foster knowledge – based industry.” 

The supporting text says:

 “Land should not be released for employment to the north of Oxford that could adversely affect the future economic buoyancy of Bicester and Witney or undermine opportunities to integrate the South Oxford urban extension into the wider southern urban area.” and 

“At Bicester every opportunity should be taken to promote the town, inter alia, as a new location for higher value and knowledge – based business, separately or in association with the Oxford to Cambridge initiative.”
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