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ANNEX 2
Oxfordshire County Council

Sustainable School Travel Strategy 2008-2011
1
Summary and Outline

The Sustainable School Travel Strategy for Oxfordshire contains the following:

In Part A, Background:

· A vision and aim for the Strategy, supported by a series of five defined sets of outcomes and targets covering mode of travel to school, child casualties, home to school transport costs and carbon emissions

· How the Strategy contributes towards the Council’s values, policies and plans

· Data and information on current journey patterns to Oxfordshire’s schools

In Part B, Core Strategy:

· Policies on home to school transport which demonstrate how the Council assesses the travel needs of pupils 

· A summary of School Travel Plans and how they work 

· An explanation of the mapping and route assessment work the Council undertakes to audit infrastructure to support sustainable school travel

· An outline of the Council’s Travel Plan update process, ‘Better Ways to School’ programme and bus/coach transport policies and provision, including proposals for how infrastructure to support travel needs of pupils will be developed during the life of this Strategy . 

· Information on the work the Council is working with Independent Schools

· A full comprehensive picture of the many policies and interventions the Council already undertakes to promote different modes of sustainable travel to schools, together with an outline of its road safety education programme for schools and recommendations on what action schools can take.

In Part C, Further Development and Action Plan

· A list of clearly defined objectives

· For each, a clear action plan with timescales that show what further work, including full cost benefit analyses needs to be undertaken to deliver these outcomes.

2
Introduction

Vision, Aims and Rationale

2.1 Our Vision is:

“To maximise the number of children who travel to school

in a safe, healthy and environmentally sustainable way”

2.2 The Strategy sets out our approach to achieving this, for the period 2008-11.  To focus on progress we have set a specific target to reduce the number of single pupil occupancy car trips, from 24% of all journeys in 2007 down to 21% by 2011.  Achieving this target will support our policies to reduce our contribution to climate change, to reduce traffic congestion and to encourage healthy lifestyles. More details on this and other targets in the Strategy are contained in section 2.11

2.3 Despite the progress already made there is continuing  need to encourage wider commitment and further education to bring about safer and more sustainable travel to school:

2.4 Actions arising from this Sustainable School Travel Strategy will also contribute to:
· The Oxfordshire Local Area Agreement 2008-2011, in particular the target for National Indicator 198, to reduce the number of single pupil occupancy car trips for journeys to school by three percentage points, to 21% by 2011, reflecting target number 1 in this document.  Measures outlined in this document will also contribute towards National Indicator 56, reducing levels of child obesity.

· Local Transport Plan (LTP) objectives to reduce congestion, pollution and road casualties and improve air quality.

· Children & Young People’s Plan (CYPP) objectives for more children and young people to achieve a healthier lifestyle, independence and mobility and in particular tackling the rise in childhood obesity in part by promoting walking and cycling.

Background & Current Position – Primary and Secondary Schools

2.5 Nationally, 41% of primary and 22% of secondary trips to school are made by car -1 in 3 children on average.  20 years ago it was 1 in 10. 
School Population and Travel in Oxfordshire

2.6 Oxfordshire’s schools population of 98,000 includes approximately 88,400 children between the ages of 5 and 16 attending schools as follows*:

	Type of School
	No of Schools
	No of Pupils

	Primary
	244
	39800

	Secondary
	35
	32700

	Special
	13
	800

	Independent
	48
	15100

	Total
	340
	88400



Independent figure is approximate and refers to the number of schools known to be eligible for School Travel Plans.
2.7 In Oxfordshire in 2007, journeys to school (excluding Special schools) were made as follows:

	
	walk
	cycle
	Coach/bus
	car
	car share
	other

	
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%

	Primary
	22800
	57.3
	2700
	6.8
	1200
	2.9
	11400
	28.7
	1500
	3.9
	200
	0.5

	Secondary
	13500
	41.1
	3500
	10.7
	10600
	32.5
	3900
	11.8
	800
	2.6
	400
	1.4

	Independent
	1100
	7.6
	800
	5.4
	4400
	29.6
	5600
	37.5
	2600
	17.5
	400
	2.5

	Total
	37400
	42.7
	7000
	8.0
	16300
	18.6
	20900
	23.9
	5000
	5.7
	1000
	1.1


2.8 Because of changes in survey in 2007 methodology it is not possible to draw robust trend conclusions from the data.  Some general observations can be made, for example cycling to school in Oxfordshire (around 9%) is significantly higher than the national average (less than 2%) and cycling to primary school in particular appears to have increased in recent years.

2.9 The change in methodology also means there is a need to use 2007/08 as the base year against which targets for 2011 will be measured, rather than the 2005/06 base data used In the Local Transport Plan and Children & Young People’s Plan.

Proposed Targets and Intended Outcomes
2.10 This Strategy seeks to achieve the following Outcomes and Targets:

Outcome 1 - Reductions in Car Travel and Increases in Walking, Cycling and Coach/bus trips to School

Target 1 – By March 2011, compared to the 2007/08 Baseline, to:

· reduce the average number of single pupil occupancy journeys made daily to school by car by 2,500 from 23.9% of all trips down to 21%]

· increase the average number of daily walking trips to school by 750 [from 42.7% to 43.6%]

· increase the average number of daily cycling trips to school by 1,250 [from 8% to 9.4%]

· increase the average number of daily journeys to school by coach/bus by 500 [from 18.6% to 19.2%]

Outcome 2 - Reduction in Child Road Casualties 

Target 2 – For 2008-10 calendar years, compared with 2007, to reduce the average recorded number of Children Killed or Seriously Injured in Oxfordshire from 24 down to 20.
Outcome 3 – Reduced cost per trip of home to school transport.  
Target 3 – ‘Home to School’ Transport Expenditure:

· to be maintained at 2007/08 levels in real terms, allowing for efficiency savings

· cost per pupil to be reduced by 5% from the January 2008 average of £4.49 to £4.43 by January 2011
Outcome 4 – To reduce the Journey to School element of Oxfordshire’s Carbon Footprint, including services contracted by the County Council

Target 4 – An annual target of kg/CO2 saved on School Journeys, to be agreed:
2.11 Progress against these outcomes and targets will be monitored and reported on an annual basis and changes made where there is confidence that revised targets can be delivered 

2.12 In developing plans and actions further, and quantifying the expected outcomes, it may be that more ambitious targets can be achieved, or new ones added, e.g. more work needs to be done on a potential carbon reduction target. The Action Plan to achieve this is in Part C. The County Council is also undertaking evaluative work, related to other forms of travel planning, including workplace, leisure and personalised travel. The outcomes are expected to inform actions that contribute to other Council objectives, including improvements for school transport as some journeys are linked.

3 Local Policy Context

3.1 Objectives
3.1.1 This Strategy meets two of Oxfordshire County Council’s Objectives:

Real Choice - giving a greater choice for sustainable school journeys by providing high quality alternatives to car use including:

· Walking and Cycling: safe and attractive walking conditions, including route improvements and pupil training;

· Bus/Coach Transport: high quality services that meet communities’ needs– for example supported free school transport, provision of local school/community minibuses and pupil access to public bus services.

Value for Money – Focusing school transport provision on where the best value can be achieved.  Subject to other priorities and where an agreed and cost-effective solution can be delivered, in-year savings generated from service changes, efficiency improvements and better procurement will be considered for reinvestment in encouraging coach/bus travel to school.  
3.1.2 The Strategy also relates strongly to the Council’s longer term Areas of Focus, in particular:

· Climate Change. School transport can be organised to reduce emissions.
· Thriving Communities.  Services, infrastructure and other supporting measures don’t just benefit schools, but also the communities they serve.

OCC Children & Young People’s Plan and Every Child Matters

3.1.3 The CYPP recognises that children’s health and obesity is an increasingly serious issue, and that increasing the number of children who walk or cycle to school, promotes healthier and active lifestyles.  The Plan includes targets for increasing trips by these modes and to increase the number of accredited ‘Healthy Schools’ 

3.1.4 This Strategy, and the promotion of safe and sustainable travel to education supports the aims of Every Child Matters, in the following ways:
· Be healthy - by increasing the levels of walking and cycling to school. 

· Stay safe – by integrating road safety education & training with the Travel Plan process

· Economic well-being - Each school, through adopting a School Travel Plan can contribute to a reduction in the levels of congestion and pollution

· Positive Contribution – pupils and their families accept responsibilities as global citizens demonstrated through contributing to the well being of the planet 

Oxfordshire County Council School Transport Policy

3.1.5 
The following groups of Oxfordshire residents receive free travel:

(a) 
Children attending the nearest available school or designated school, if the distance from home to school is over the “statutory walking distance”. This means:

· more than 3 miles if aged 8 or over and of statutory school age
· more than 2 miles if less than age 8 and of statutory school age.

(b) 
Children attending their nearest available school even if it is less than the statutory walking distance, if it would not be safe for a child accompanied by an adult to walk from home to school.

(c) 
Children attending the nearest maintained faith school if they are of that faith and the distance from home to school is:
· more than 2 miles but less than 6 miles if aged under 8
· more than 3 miles but less than 10 miles if aged 8 or over.
(d) 
Children with Special Educational Needs who do not fulfil the criteria described above but for whom transport has been agreed by the SEN officer.2
(e) 
Children who are 8 and under 11 years old who are eligible for free school meals or whose parents are in receipt of the maximum of Working Tax Credit and who attend the nearest school if it is over 2 miles from their home.

(f) 
Children aged 11 to 16 who are eligible for free school meals or whose parents are in receipt of the maximum level of Working Tax Credit and attend any of three suitable secondary schools nearest to their home, as long as these schools are more than 2 and less than 6 miles from their home.3
(g) 
Children who are eligible for free school meals or whose parents are in receipt of the maximum level of Working Tax Credit and who want their child to be educated in accordance with their religion and attend the nearest suitable school that is over 2 miles but no more than 15 miles from their home.3
3.1.6 
Concessionary seats (spare seats that are sometimes available on home to school transport taking children who receive free transport) may also be available on some journeys, for a charge.  Parents who are in receipt of the certain benefits do not have to pay the charge.
Post 16 / Further Educational Institution Travel 
3.1.7 
Subject to availability, all post 16 students in schools or the 3 further education colleges may travel on home to school transport contracts operated on behalf of the Council using the concessionary fare scheme. 
Local Transport Plan 2006-11

3.1.8 


The LTP identifies the importance of school travel in meeting its core shared objectives, in particular tackling congestion by enabling people to make better informed travel choices.   However, school journeys can also make a difference to the core LTP objectives of reducing road casualties (by providing effective road safety education and training), improving accessibility and better Air Quality (by reducing the impact of the school run in Air Quality Management Areas).

The LTP includes two targets specifically focused on the Journey to School, and one on child casualties:

· 
Core Target (12) – Car Use for Journeys to School.  To reduce the number of single child trips to school made by car from 22% in 2005 to 18% in 2011.  This equates to a reduction in trip numbers of 3000 by March 2009, and 4000 by March 2011.

Progress against target: by December 2007, car use was recorded as 23.9% the target has been reset because of changes in methodology using 2007 as the base, with the aim for a reduction to 21% by 2011.

·     Local Indicator (6) – For every School in Oxfordshire to have an up to date, approved Travel Plan by March 2009
Progress against target: by December 2007, Travel Plans had been introduced at 233 of the 340 schools in Oxfordshire.

·      Core Target (6) – Reduction in the number of Children Killed or Seriously Injured, with the Council targeting a reduction of 60% from the average 1994-98 annual figure of 54, down to 20 by 2010.  

Progress against target: although in 2006, the Council had exceeded its target with 19 children recorded as being killed or seriously injured, this figure increased to 24 in 2007.  As part of this strategy, a revised target of 20 as an average for 2008-2010 has been set, in line with the LTP target.
OCC Road Safety Strategy 2007-2010 and Child Casualties

3.1.9 
The Council aims to encourage sustainable travel to school and reduce child casualties, although there is a potential tension between these two aims as cycling and walking are more vulnerable modes.  However, the picture is complex - for example, national statistics show that in the last year, cycle traffic in Great Britain increased by 4% but casualties decreased by 6%, and over the last decade the number of children killed or seriously injured on bicycles has fallen by over 50%.  This strategy can achieve both safe and sustainable journeys through education and training for pupils to make those trips safely.  

3.2.1
The County Council’s Annual Casualty Report now includes a Road Safety Strategy highlighting responsibilities of the County Council and other local agencies, to meet or exceed the LTP casualty reduction targets.  A core theme of this Strategy is ‘Safer for Children’, which recognises the growing concern that sedentary lifestyles among children appreciably increases health risks.  
3.2.2

Oxfordshire has already exceeded national casualty reduction targets for Children Killed and Seriously Injured (Child KSI), and is well on the way to meeting its own ‘stretch’ target of a 60% reduction on the 1994-1998 average of 54 - in 2007, 24 children were killed or seriously injured.  The Council is committed to reducing this figure further and has set a revised target of an average of 20 Child KSIs by over the 2008-10 period.  To help achieve this, the Road Safety Strategy commits to:
· continue activities to develop skills and safe behaviour of child road users;
· provide School Crossing Patrols at existing sites and to assess potential new sites;

· monitor and ensure high safety standards in the transport of children to and from school and on school trips.
3.2.3
In addition, the Council’s Child Road Safety Strategy and Audit guidelines currently being developed will include an annual audit of child casualty statistics to help target child road safety education and training, and procedures to identify safety issues on routes to schools and for taking action to address these.  Measures already being looked include (for example) Vehicle Activated Signs which operate during school hours only.
OCC Best Value Review of Funded Transport
3.2.4 
This comprehensive Review reported to  Cabinet in March 2007 on the delivery and interactions of three service areas – Schools Transport, managed by Children, Young People & Families; Subsidised Public Transport, managed by Environment & Economy and the Special Transport Service managed by Social & Community Services. Its recommendations relating to Schools Transport included:

· trialling schools transport  based and managed at schools, rather than through externally sourced bus contracts

· greater use of public service buses for schools by issuing bus passes to pupils, rather than providing contracted transport for pupils living on bus routes

· keeping under review opportunities for the Social & Community Services in-house fleet to operate smaller school bus & taxi contracts

3.2.5 
The Review also recommended not to withdraw concessionary places for unentitled pupils or provision of “Faith” transport.

Part B – Core Strategy 
4 Travel needs assessment 

4.1 Introduction

4.1.1 OCC will assess school travel needs using the School Travel Plan (STP) as it includes both a quantitative measure of school travel patterns and a qualitative picture of factors affecting travel at each school, including preferred means of travel.  The School Travel Plan is an annually updated, customer-derived review of current arrangements and suggestions for change.

4.2 School Travel Plans

4.2.1 An STP is a document produced and adopted by a school.  Plans aim to increase levels of walking, cycling and coach/bus travel as appropriate, in order to bring about improved health and greater independence, whilst educating pupils about road safety skills.  They identify the potential (and contain targets) for replacing car travel to school with other modes of travel.  Plans contain a series of actions to achieve the targets: carried out by the school and other parties. 
4.2.2 The Council target is for every school in the County to have an up-to-date, approved Travel Plan by March 2009, including Independent and Special Schools.  By March 2008, 283 schools (including virtually all Council maintained schools) had an approved Plan.

4.2.3 School Travel Plans will also identify 

· barriers to safe and sustainable travel, for example crossing roads or lack of cycle storage.
· potential areas where investment or supporting measures (e.g. cycle and pedestrian training) can help deliver outcomes.
· other associated school travel issues e.g. car parking on pavements 
4.2.4 Further education institutions will be encouraged to develop Travel Plans to offer post 16 students the chance to make sustainable travel decisions.  
4.2.5 New processes have been developed to update all school travel plans on timescale commensurate with the size and needs of the school so plans for larger schools with more complex travel needs are updated more frequently.
4.2.6 Personal School Travel Advisors work with schools to develop and update their Travel Plans. One-off capital grants are allocated to help maintained schools to introduce measures to encourage changes in travel patterns.
5 Audit of infrastructure to support sustainable school travel

5.1 Current Position

5.1.1 The County Council already supports sustainable school travel by funding measures to encourage walking and cycling trips via its Better Ways To School (BWTS) programme, assessing the need for road safety measures near to schools and providing training for cycling and walking.
5.1.2 Infrastructure is provided including crossings footway extensions, signs and school crossing patrols.

5.2 Future Plans

5.2.1 The Council is developing maps to show the infrastructure and services already in place at each school to help understand problems and determine future requirements.

5.2.2 Each school map can include:

· usual mode of pupil travel  

· recommended walking and cycling routes to school 

· bus and other public transport routes and stops, including school transport services, school catchment area, free travel entitlement areas and local public transport provision.
· locations of measures to support the journey to school, including ‘walking bus’ routes and stops, School Crossing Patrols, crossing facilities etc

· information on other support for sustainable school transport, e.g. pedestrian and cycle training, park and stride/walk schemes.
5.3 Recommended walk/cycle routes to school 

5.3.1 Schools are best placed to identify the safest and most appropriate routes for their pupils to get to school and pupils can be encouraged to produce safe route maps as part of classroom activity.  The Council can undertake a safety assessment if appropriate. 

5.4 Improving Access to Schools

Providing infrastructure and Supporting Measures to tackle barriers to sustainable travel

5.4.1 In 2007/08, over 100 schools benefited from a BWTS scheme.  More schools will be included in 2008/09 and priority will continue to be given to schools with the greatest potential to improve pupil travel.

5.4.2 Better Ways To School schemes and measures typically include:

· parking spaces for scooters and bikes

· lining and signing

· dropping kerbs

· uncontrolled crossings

Options for Schools Transport and School / community bus-based travel

5.4.3 Home to School (Coach) Transport provides free or subsidised spaces on school bus services to pupils entitled to use them.  In line with its commitments to low tax and value for money, the County Council has reduced costs/daily pupil journey. 
5.4.4 The extended duties arising from the Education & Inspections Act 2006 to provide increased free school transportation on the grounds of income level or faith is likely to lead to more demand for longer school journeys. 
5.4.5 There is therefore a strong role for coach/bus travel and an opportunity to consider a range of solutions tailored to trip patterns and community needs.  These include:
· trialing schools–based transport, rather than using bus contracts.  In 2008/09 the Council is planning to pilot leasing minibuses for a small number of schools, to provide home to school transport and would also be available for use during the day for other purposes This solution is likely to work best for rural primary schools where bus and taxi services are expensive, but a full evaluation of the pilot exercise would be undertaken to see what works.

· greater use of bus passes on public service buses where possible.  By joining its subsidised public transport operation with schools and social & community transport services in one ‘Integrated Transport Unit’, the Council is now better able to identify where services can be aligned to meet both school and general public travel needs.  

· reviewing opportunities for the Council’s own fleet to operate smaller school bus & taxi contracts, with pilots to be undertaken to see what works.
· monitoring progress on the National Yellow Bus Scheme to see if it offers any opportunities for Oxfordshire.
5.4.6 The overall intention will be to identify the right solution for each school or community that helps to meet objectives to reduce car use or cost/pupil journey.

Special Schools

5.5.1 A Case Study which details the Council’s approach, the benefits to Special Schools and includes ideas for actions is available on the Council’s Travel Plans website.  There are a number of Special Schools in Oxfordshire that have already developed Travel Plans and whose action plans are adapted to suit the specific needs of their pupils.  As well as being considered for the BWTS Programme, all maintained Special Schools also qualify for a Government Capital Grant which can be put towards onsite improvements that will promote better understanding of sustainable and healthy travel.  The Council will also continue to provide home to school transport to Special Schools where the needs of the child require it.

Independent Schools

5.6.1
Oxfordshire has 42 independent schools, of which approximately 6 are already drafting Travel Plans.  The remaining schools are currently being engaged in the Travel 
Planning process, with a view to all of them having Travel Plans agreed during 2008/09.  In order to effectively engage with this potentially more challenging group of schools, a high quality, interactive CD resource has been produced and sent to all schools, explaining the benefits of School Travel Plans and how the Council can help. 
5.6.2
Requirements and patterns of travel to these schools, (for example the extended catchment 
areas compared with state schools) means that car use on the school journey is 
comparatively high, and cycling and walking are low.  Different solutions will therefore need to be investigated / employed.  Anticipated benefits are common to all schools 
but may also strengthen links with the community and nearby maintained schools.
6 Promotion of sustainable travel

6.1 Existing Policies and Practice on Sustainable Travel

The measures and support identified below are encouraged to be used in combination, not in isolation.  In investing resources to encourage more walking and cycling trips to school, the Council will look for schools and parents to support this, for example through the provision of / participation in training, and working together to manage congestion at the ‘school gate’.

Encouraging Walking to School

6.1.1 Oxfordshire’s 2007 survey recorded that 37,400 pupils aged 5-16 walk to school.

6.1.2 Pedestrian training.  The Council, through its Footsteps programme, is delivering this training to children aged 2 to 7 via over 400 volunteers working with over 450 institutions. Over 5,000 pupils have already benefited from this training.

6.1.3 Walking buses.  The Council has encouraged schools to develop these. Schools and parents are in favour. The Council has developed a Walking Bus Manual to aid schools, which sets out requirements for insurance and offers practical advice.  Several Oxfordshire schools run walking buses, and schools will continue to be supported through provision of resources, incentives, guidance on risk assessments, road safety information and training.

6.1.4 Walk to School Week. Walk to School Weeks in May and October will continue to be promoted and the number of schools participating increases annually. The incentive for schools will be the provision of resources, pupil and school prizes and recognition in local press.  




‘Walk once a Week’ is a popular, easy to set up scheme which encourages regular walking.  Many schools are reporting a noticeable reduction in congestion.
6.1.5 Park & Walk Schemes / Car Sharing.  Walking or cycling to school is not always possible. The impact of car use can be reduced by car sharing, parking away from the school gate and walking for the remainder of the journey.  Park & Walk schemes can be set up by the school with a local business to permit parking for a limited time at the start / end of the day, away from school gates. 

6.1.6 School Crossing Patrols.  The Council currently funds over 60 School Crossing Patrols to ensure the safety of children walking to school. If the school Travel Plan identifies a Patrol as a solution to a crossing problem, the Council will assess the need for this provision. 
6.1.7 Scootering.  This has grown as a mode of travel to school, and the Council is able to support through provision of special scooter parking.

Encouraging Cycling to School

6.2.1 Oxfordshire’s 2007 survey recorded that approximately 7000 pupils aged 5 -16 cycle to school, but surveys have consistently shown many more pupils want to cycle to school than actually do so at present.

6.2.2 Cycle Training.  The Council offers free cycle training schemes and a cycling proficiency test for pupils over the age of nine in all primary schools through a network of over 700 trained volunteers, including trained Police Community Support Officers or Street Wardens.  Further external funding is being sought to increase cycle training. In 2007, around 3,750 pupils received training at over 180 primary schools (80%). The target for 2008/09 is for 600 additional pupils.
6.2.3 Cycle Parking.  Over 50 schools received new facilities during 2007/08, involving spaces for more than 2,500 pupils. 

6.2.4 Cycle Trains.  Similar in principle to walking buses in the way they operate, these can help encourage safe cycling to school 

6.2.5 Build-a-Bike.  A programme of workshops giving pupils the necessary skills to fix and maintain their bikes; broken bikes are often a cited as a barrier to cycling.  
Measures to Benefit the School & Wider Community

6.3.1 Traffic and Speed Management.  Increasingly, issues raised in School Travel Plans concern behaviour of general traffic, particularly speeding and safety near school communities.  These can be a barrier to encouraging sustainable local trips to school.   Measures that can be taken include:

· Improved signage e.g. advisory 20mph limit signs and other reminders. 

· Traffic calming & management if the benefits and outcomes are justified.  

Road Safety Education in Schools

6.4.1 To encourage less car trips to school, children need independent travel skills.  The Council provides a series of safety education programmes through theatre workshops and other resources, mainly focusing on secondary school pupils looking at the choices and the consequences of taking different actions:

	Year/

age
	Activity
	Covering
	No of schools (pupils) participating

	3-6 

(7-11)
	Be Safe Be Seen (as part of Footsteps & Cycle training)
	Conspicuousness

	As per training

	5-6 

(9-11)
	Junior Road Safety Officer
	General safety/travel issues around the school
	To be re- launched 2008

	6

(10-11)
	Junior Citizen
	Safety Awareness including Road Safety
	5,200

	7 

(11-12)
	Theatre-in-Education “Chicken” [production and workshop]
	Cycle Helmet Wearing

Crossing the Road
	20

(3,000-3,500)

	9 

(13-14)
	Theatre-in-Education “Perfect” [production & workshop]
	Seat Belt Wearing 
	20

(3,000-3,500)

	10/11 

(14-16)
	Theatre-in-Education – “Drive Time” [production & workshop]
	Pre-Driver Passenger Rights, Drug-Driving
	20

(3,000-3,500)

	11/12

(15-17)
	Choices & Consequences: DVD presentation & workshop
	Drink –Driving / General Driver Responsibility
	20

(3,000-3,500)

	12/13 

(16-18)
	Safe Drive Stay Alive
	Consequences of Accidents
	11

(2,200)


The School Travel and Road Safety Scheme
6.5.1 The Council has previously run a primary schools ‘Safety Links’ scheme that encourages the ‘Junior Road Safety Officer’ concept. Two or more older pupils act as a point of contact for safety in schools and, introduce older primary school pupils to road safety and influencing others in the school community.
6.5.2  This scheme is to be re-launched in time for the start of the new academic year in September 2008, and re-titled “School Travel and Road Safety” (STARS), as it will have a broader focus covering all aspects of school travel, for example covering new issues including working with communities to discourage / prevent parking on ‘zig-zag’ lines outside schools.
School Travel Plan Newsletter / Website / Press Releases
6.6.1 Further promotion of Travel Plans, Road Safety and sustainable travel is done via the ‘Home2School’ Newsletter, also available via the Council’s Website, www.oxfordshire.gov.uk /travel2school .

6.6.2 Press releases are produced for events including Walk to School Week, and publicising schools who have achieved grants for their Travel Plans.

Other Related Programmes

6.7.1 Healthy Schools.  Schools that are awarded national Healthy School status demonstrate good practice in a number of areas and since January 2007, all schools must either have or be working towards a Travel Plan.
6.7.2 Eco Schools. The Council promotes the Eco-Schools programme that encourages schools to engage in sustainable activities in line with the DCSF Sustainable Schools Strategy. 60% of schools in Oxfordshire are registered on the programme, with around 40% working towards one of three award levels.  This involves working on any three of nine work areas, one of which is transport.  Extra resources are proposed to be put into Eco-Schools and for all schools to be registered, with 80% working on an award.

Action by Schools to Promote Safe & Sustainable Methods of Travel
6.8.1 Schools, working with the Council, can establish and take part in the following initiatives to ensure safer and more sustainable travel by pupils:

	Establish and Implement a School Travel Plan:

· Set up School Travel Plan working groups

· Annual travel surveys

· School travel articles in school newsletter

· School Travel Plan Update

· STP introduced at new pupil induction meetings

· Have school travel notice board – showing map of where children live and survey results


	Increase the Number of Pupils Walking Safely to School:

· Participate in ‘Footsteps’ 

· Participate in Walk to School Week, or Walk on Wednesdays or Walk Once a Week (WOW events)

· Establish a Walking Bus / Start a Park & Walk Scheme

· Provide a Pedestrian Shelter

· Open additional access points to School Grounds

· Classroom activities looking at walking routes

· Run a walkers breakfast club

	Increase the Number of Pupils Cycling Safely to School:

· Provide Cycle Training 

· Provide secure cycle storage 

· Take part in the Bike Helmet Initiative

· Classroom activities looking at cycling routes

· Run a cycle club
	Improve Children’s Knowledge of Road Safety & Sustainability:

· Road Safety and Sustainable Transport Education in PSHE – for example by inviting performances of the Theatre in Education Programme

· Work towards National Eco-Schools and Healthy Schools Awards

· Take part in the new JRSO scheme


Part C
 - Further Development and Action Plan

	No.
	Objective
	Actions Required    to Deliver
	Target Date
	Responsibility

	1
	Publish Final Sustainable School Travel Strategy
	Final Version for approval by Cabinet

Strategy published 
	July 2008

August 2008
	Group Manager, Road Safety & Travel Plans

	2
	All Oxfordshire Schools to have an approved, up-to-date Travel Plan
	All Schools
	April 2009
	Leader, Travel Plans Team

	3
	Quantify savings from re-tendering of contracted bus services
	Outcome figure and targets to be produced from each tender round
	From May 2008 as per schedule
	Group Manager, ITU

	4
	Establish business case for Schools-based bus transport
	Pilots to be undertaken in 2008/09
	March 2009
	Group Manager, ITU and Leader Travel Plans 

	5
	Consider opportunities for changes to existing policies / criteria for bus-based schools transport
	Review distance based eligibility criteria for free school transport
	March 2009
	CYPF and E&E

	6
	
	Investigate potential for and cost of increasing school pupil patronage on public bus services
	March 2009
	Group Manager, ITU and Leader, Travel Plans 

	7
	
	Review / update policy on concessionary fares for Schools Transport
	March 2009
	CYPF and E&E

	8
	Review of Strategy mode shift and other targets, including potential new targets
	Carbon reduction / emissions target to be agreed
	March 2009
	E&E

	9
	
	Mode shift estimates to be reviewed
	March 2009
	CYPF and E&E


Appendix
Education & Inspections Act 2006
This came into effect in April 2007, to be phased in over three years.  It covers the provision of schools transport and aims to support choice and flexibility of education provision, with particular emphasis on:

· Tackling social exclusion in access to education (and educational attainment), by reducing the impact of transport as a barrier to parents from low-income groups wishing to exercise their choice of school through increasing entitlements to free school transport for these groups.

· The contribution school journeys make to address other issues, in particular: Health and obesity; Climate change; Congestion and Accidents.

For the first time there is an overarching duty on local authorities in respect of home to school journeys.  The list of duties requires local authorities to:

· assess the travel and transport needs of children and young people;

· audit infrastructure to support travel needs of pupils;

· produce a Strategy to develop sustainable travel to and from School;
· promote sustainable travel and transport to and from School;
· build on the Travelling to School initiative and Local Transport Plans; and
· address the health, sustainability and environmental agendas.
In addition, other educational reforms included in the Act have potential implications for the provision of home to school transport:

· the statutory entitlement to Diplomas for 14-19 year olds;
· extended schools;
· extended rights to free transport for children living in low income households; and
· rights to free transport for children to attend schools on the basis of Faith.
� Statutory requirement except OCC added “designated school”


� Statutory requirement


� New Statutory requirement





CA_JUL1508R26.doc

