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Annex 4
SCRUTINY REVIEW ON CYCLING TO WORK – ‘ON YOUR BIKE’ 

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Committee RECOMMEND the Cabinet to:

R1) publish a short policy statement to clarify the council’s strategy for cycling. Suggestion 3, 6 and 8 could be incorporated
R2) set new targets that aim to achieve modest increases in rates of cycle commuting and ensure these can be monitored with robust data. Where the County Council works with employers to develop travel plans then these should include targets that aim to achieve increases in rates of cycle commuting and processes to ensure that these can be robustly monitored
R3) enter into discussions with the Oxfordshire Health and Well-Being Partnership, Oxfordshire Sports Partnership and Oxfordshire Economic Partnership to create a long-term vision for the future of cycling, which can be delivered incrementally over the next twenty years. Welcomed in principle but suggest this is incorporated into R1and/ or R7 
R4) continue with its plans to enable staff to participate in the tax exemption bike-to-work scheme as part of its overall package of employee benefits, and endorses its decision to use local bike shops as the providers.

R5) retain the current approach but undertake an overhaul of its communication strategy, in consultation with local stakeholders, to deliver improvements in terms of a cycling single point of contact, including e-mail, telephone and responsibility arrangements.  

R6) use National Bike Week more effectively as a focus for improving the council’s marketing and promotion of cycling to work. Welcomed in principle but suggest  this is incorporated into R1and/ or R7
R7) set a long term promotional strategy that looks to develop a range of messages over time that target different segments of the near market for cycling. Suggestion 3, 6 and 8 could be incorporated
R8) pledge its commitment to the development of a regional or national online cycle journey planner and ask the Director of Environment & Economy to identify an existing officer to represent this authority at forums to progress such a facility. Welcomed in principle but suggest this is incorporated into R1 and/or R7
R9) continue to support the bike doctor service to councillors and staff at the County Council’s major office bases on a rotational basis.

R10) raise awareness through better publicity and promotion of the mechanism for reporting faults, obstructions and other cycle path and highway maintenance issues.  Include added messages to the general increase in publicity to cover R18
R11) improve the enforcement of parking restrictions at areas known to block existing cycle routes.

R12) congratulate itself for agreeing to fund a feasibility study into establishing a bike rental scheme and urges it to discuss any proposals with other relevant stakeholders such as rail companies, the hospitals and the Oxford universities.

R13) purchase a small number of pool bikes to complement the pool cars and ensure they can be booked by staff using the same system. Accepted and has already been implemented with pool bikes at central offices
R14) support a county council bicycle users group to create an informal internal discussion forum for cycling issues amongst staff by giving it a web-page and an email distribution list.

R15) continue to support schools to identify volunteers who can deliver cycle training and to create a targets to ensure sufficient such training is available to their pupils.

R16) lead by example and ensure covered cycle parking is available at all county council offices where appropriate (e.g. front of County Hall may not be) and in new office development.
R17) ensure provision of Sheffield-style cycle parking is a standard requirement for all new developments and that actual installation of agreed parking places is enforced.

R18) place stickers on cycle parking racks across the county (like those on lamp posts) to advise users of best security practices and informing them of how to report faults and problems on their routes via the online system and telephone contact. Not accepted as it is contrary to our declutter policy – suggest the message is added to the general increase in publicity under R10
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