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ANNEX 2
HOME TO SCHOOL TRANSPORT POLICY AND THE IMPLICATIONS OF RECENT LEGISLATION
A. Home to School Transport Policy

Free Transport for Oxfordshire Residents

1. The following groups of Oxfordshire residents receive free travel:

(a) Children attending the nearest available school or designated school, if the distance from home to school is over the “statutory walking distance”. This means:

·  more than 3 miles if aged 8 or over and of statutory school age; and
·  more than 2 miles if less than age 8 and of statutory school age.

(b) Children attending their nearest available school even if it is less than the statutory walking distance, if it would not be safe for a child accompanied by an adult to walk from home to school.

(c) Children attending the nearest maintained faith school if they are of that faith and the distance from home to school is:
· more than 2 miles but less than 6 miles if aged under 8, and
· more than 3 miles but less than 10 miles if aged 8 or over.
(d) Children with Special Educational Needs who do not fulfil the criteria described above but for whom transport has been agreed by the SEN officer.2
(e) Children who are 8 and under 11 years old who are eligible for free school meals or whose parents are in receipt of the maximum of Working Tax Credit and who attend the nearest school if it is over 2 miles from their home.

(f) Children aged 11 to 16 who are eligible for free school meals or whose parents are in receipt of the maximum level of Working Tax Credit and attend any of three suitable secondary schools nearest to their home, as long as these schools are more than 2 and less than 6 miles from their home.3
(g) Children who are eligible for free school meals or whose parents are in receipt of the maximum level of Working Tax Credit and who want their child to be educated in accordance with their religion and attend the nearest suitable school that is over 2 miles but no more than 15 miles from their home.3
Special Arrangements

2. If a child moves home but continues to attend the previous secondary school, the Council will consider requests to provide transport to the original school but is usually only granted if the child is in Year 11 at the time of moving and transport can be arranged other than by taxi.

3. Exceptional assistance with home to school transport may be provided on medical grounds.

4. On the reopening of St Philip and St John on a new site in North Oxford, Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) agreed to the provision of a bus to transport some children to the school to alleviate traffic congestion in the area. This was necessitated because of the planning requirements of Oxford City Council. 
5. Those children living in the Caversham area of Reading that is within the designated area for Chiltern Edge School are eligible for free transport.

Concessionary Travel Scheme

6. Concessionary seats are spare seats that are sometimes available on home to school transport taking children who receive free transport. Current charges for 2007/08 are £78 per two terms for less than 3 miles and £123 per two terms for more than 3 miles. Parents who are in receipt of certain benefits do not have to pay the charge.

Subsidised Travel to and from The Blessed George Napier School

7. Subsidised transport is provided for Catholic pupils attending The Blessed George Napier School, Banbury, if they live more than 10 miles from the school and are resident in certain parishes in the Bicester and Chipping Norton areas. They are charged at concessionary rates.

Transport for Students aged over 16

8. Subject to availability, all post16 students may travel on home to school transport contracts operated on behalf of OCC using the concessionary fare scheme (para 6.above). Current charges for 2007/08 are £78 per two terms (designated school) or £123 per two terms.
9. A season ticket may be provided on public service transport if the student attends their designated or nearer sixth form school and lives 3 miles or more from that school.

Subsidised travel to Henley College

10. All those of 6th Form age who are resident in Oxfordshire and living in the designated areas of Chiltern Edge, Gillotts, Icknield and Langtree are eligible for subsidised travel to Henley College. This is because there is no post 16 education at these four schools and Henley College is the designated 6th form college.

B. Recent Legislation

11. The Education and Inspections Act introduced the free transport categories listed as 1(e) –(g) above, which will result in increased costs. Because the legislation is new the pattern and extent of this free travel has yet to be established. There is no way of knowing how many pupils may live in families who are in receipt of the relevant benefits and who live the approved distance from another school and who wish to choose that school and who would be allocated places. The speculation as to cost is further complicated by not knowing, in any particular instance, whether there may be public transport or a place on other transport (e.g. SEN transport) available and whether pupils’ homes may be grouped, so allowing more than one child to share a taxi.

12. An initial grant of £54k (increasing annually) has been made available by the DCSF but, in common with other rural authorities, no firm estimates about its adequacy have been made.  It is expected that usage will increase as each new cohort becomes entitled and as the new rights are more widely appreciated. The grant has been added to the home to school budget and will be monitored annually.

13. The same Act also introduced the duty to produce a sustainable transport strategy supported by an annual grant of £52k. It is envisaged that this money would be the first source of funding for the various initiatives set out in the proposed sustainable school transport strategy.

14. 2008 will also see the introduction of 14–19 Diplomas located in designated schools to which pupils from other schools will travel. The transport implications of this development are being quantified.
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