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Dear Keith
The Future of Peers Leisure Centre

The Leader of the City Council has passed on to me your letter of 10” instant. | have also
had sight of the letter sent by your officers to our interim Head of Leisure at the very end
of last year. Please consider this as the City Council's response to both letters.

| am both surprised and pleased to read that the County Council's attitude to their sports
faciliies at Peers School is changing. Throughout the discussion with your authority and
the sponsors of the Academy, it has been stated that the Academy would demolish all
existing sporls facilities and replace them without a swimming pool or squash courls. We
have also been advised that community access would not be possible after 31" August
2008, as buitding work would be taking place on'site and safety would be compromised by
access to the Leisure Centre. This often-stated position is confirmed by the Design
Statement before your Cabinet on Tuesday, with the Sports Dome on the site of the
present Leisure Centre and replacing it at the second stage of construction.

The City Council's deliberations on its future involvement in the County-Council-owned
leisure facilties at Peers have been informed throughout by the information we have had
about the Academy's plans. As the Academy does not intend to provide a swimrming pool
or squash courts on this site, the Gity Council has investigated a withdrawal from the
informal unsigned Joint Use Agreement (JUA) ahead of the establishment of the Academy
on 1% September 2008 It is not a decision we have reached lightly and it has been
informed by listening to botn the school and users. Having originally suggested a date of
1% January 2008, the Execulive Board subsequently decided on a withdrawal from 31
March 2008, a date which meets the school’s curricular needs for the swimming pool. In
addition, the City Council has offered to facilitate the school's provision of community
access to the dry faciliies between 1% April and the establishment of the Academy.

Throughout these discussions, | have made it clear in public that | would be willing to
discuss with the sponsors of the Academy possible new future arrangements if their plans
changed and they guaranteed that there would be, through either retention or
replacement, a swimming pool and squash courts included in the sports faciliies of the
Academy. If that guarantee is on the table following your Cabinet meeting on 15" January
2008, | am happy to meet at any time and any place to discuss what may be possible in
future





[image: image2.jpg]Up to now, it has been insisted that no school is able to provide a swimming pool on its
own for the general public. This is generally true for state schools but an Academy with
private-sector backers might be expected to provide facilies similar to those in the
private sector. Several private schools in Oxford do run swimming pools and allow
community access. | hope that your letter implies that you are now planning for the
Academy to provide the whole range of faciliies that can put the private sector to shame.

Finally, if that guarantee for the long-term future of a swimming pool and squash courls is
now being made, and if discussions are to oceur, they will need to include consideration
of the creation of a new formalised Joint Use Agreement, as it is clear from any viewpoint
that the programme sanctioned by the County Council to take effect as from this
September has finally and completely terminated the current, informal, arrangements.

Peers Leisure Centre is a much-cherished community facility, which the County Council
should be proud to own presently. | will be delighted if it is the case that there has been a
change of heart by its future owners, the Academy, and the long-term future of the Centre
can be secured.

Yours sincerely

DO

Counciflor David Rundle
Deputy Leader
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