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APPENDIX 1.6
Extract from Minutes of the Cabinet Meeting held on 20 November 2007

Item 6 – Outcome of Formal Consultations on Proposals to Close Peers School to enable it to become an Academy

141/07 OUTCOME OF FORMAL CONSULTATIONS ON PROPOSALS TO CLOSE PEERS SCHOOL TO ENABLE IT TO BECOME AN ACADEMY
(Agenda Item 6)

The Cabinet approved the issue of statutory notices for the closure of Peers School at its meeting in September 2007. This report (CA6) detailed the outcome and procedure of formal consultation regarding the closure of the school. The Cabinet considered whether to proceed with the closure with under the guidelines established in the Education & Inspections Act 2006. 

The Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee considered the report at its meeting on 30 October 2007 and agreed to advise the Cabinet that it wished the County Council to express a preference for a stakeholder governing body to be put in place should agreement be given for an Academy to be established.

Councillor Turner, speaking as the Shadow Cabinet Member for Schools Improvement, expressed concern at the lack of response to the formal consultations, and felt there had been little analysis of the consultation responses in general. The Government requires clear evidence of public support in the case for an Academy, but Councillor Turner could not identify this in the report. He felt that the County Council was being pressured by the Government into creating an Academy.

Councillor Chapman responded that the only way to raise the investment, desperately needed by Peers School now, was to recommend the creation of an Academy. 

Councillor Waine commented on the quality of the report, and responded that the proposed Academy represented good value and real choice for Oxford City residents and the pupils of Peers School. He reiterated the lack of formal objections or alternatives to the project, and acknowledged the work of the Head of Peers School, Ms. Lorna Caldicott.

 
The Cabinet noted that the Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee had considered this item and so, under Rule 16(j)(i) of the Scrutiny Procedure Rules in the Council’s Constitution, the decision on this item will not be subject to Call-In.
RESOLVED:
to:

Approve the proposal to close Peers School on 31 August 2008, conditional on the making of an agreement under Section 482(1) of the 1996 Act for the establishment of an Academy, where the proposal in question provided for all of the pupils currently at the school which was the subject of the proposals to transfer to the Academy and set a date by which the condition would be met.
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