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Friday, 6th July 2007 



Dear  ,

Provision of caravan sites for Gypsies & Travellers in Oxfordshire

The South East England Regional Assembly (SEERA) has asked for advice on the provision of caravan pitches that should be made for Gypsies and Travellers in each district up to 2016. This will inform a partial review of the South East Plan.  Oxfordshire County Council and the five district councils are working together as a partnership to prepare a response.  We want your views on which factors should guide where new provision may go.

SEERA is asking the partnership to propose two options for the distribution of new pitches needed in each district for 2006 – 2016.  Both options will involve the same number of new pitches for Oxfordshire overall. This consultation focuses on factors which should guide the preparation of Option B.

Option A – a distribution which takes into account needs where they arise as identified through a Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessment (GTAA).

The Association of Councils of the Thames Valley Region (ACTVaR), which includes all the Oxfordshire councils, commissioned consultants to carry out a GTAA. The full assessment can be viewed on the ACTVaR website at www.actvar.gov.uk. The results, which are for the period 2006 to 2011, showed:

	Summary of Gypsy and Traveller  Accommodation Needs Assessment for Oxfordshire 2006 to 2011

	
	Cherwell
	Oxford
	South Oxford-shire
	Vale of White Horse
	West Oxford-shire
	Total for

Oxford-shire

	Number of pitches (1) on authorised sites 
	48
	0
	37
	33
	77
	195

	Number of pitches on unauthorised developments and encampments
	2
	2
	13
	0
	2
	19

	Indicative need for additional permanent pitches 2006 to 2011
	11
	5
	28
	2
	12
	58


Source: ACTVaR GTAA by Tribal Consulting Ltd, September 2006

(1)   A pitch is occupied by a family or household and can contain one or more caravans. The GTAA assumed an average of 1.6 caravans per pitch. At the time of the Assessment in 2006 there were 14 authorised sites in Oxfordshire averaging about 14 pitches per site (the smallest 5 pitches and the largest 32). 

The assessment considered all aspects of need including accommodation, education, health and housing-related support requirements.  The councils in Oxfordshire and SEERA are checking the robustness of the assessment, taking into account recent Government guidance. We aim to provide SEERA with an estimate of how many pitches are needed up until 2016, and where, taking into account our review of the GTAA, as Option A.

Option B – a distribution which seeks to protect and enhance the natural environment, including its biodiversity and landscape character whilst making best use of previously developed land and existing or planned infrastructure provision; and facilitates access to employment opportunities and local services to support social inclusion. 

This option allows us to take into account wider factors and consider whether there is another way of allocating new pitches between districts, other than a distribution based on the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessment. We want your views on the factors that we should take into account.  We have put together an initial list on the attached response form together with some more general questions. Please return the response form to us by Friday 3rd August 2007. 

Next steps

· We will take your views into account when we prepare advice for SEERA by October 15th 2007 on what the provision of pitches for Gypsies and Travellers in Oxfordshire should be. 

· SEERA will then prepare a draft alteration to the South East Plan covering the needs of Gypsies & Travellers. This will be subject to public consultation and an independent Examination, after which changes may be made by Government before adoption. 

· Each district council will then be expected by the Government to plan for the resulting provision in their new development plans (Local Development Framework).

Thank you for taking the time to comment. If you have any questions please get in touch with one of the contacts listed below.

Yours sincerely,

pp   [image: image1.jpg]Ges. &W




Councillor Roger Belson,

Chairman of the Oxfordshire Gypsy and Traveller Steering Group

Council contacts name and telephone numbers

Ian Walker, Oxfordshire County Council, Tel: 01865 815588, 

Email: ian.walker@oxfordshire.gov.uk
David Peckford, Cherwell District Council, Tel: 01295 221841,  

Email: David.Peckford@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Mathew Bates, Oxford City Council, Tel: 01865 252277 

Email: mbates@oxford.gov.uk
Lucy Murfett, South Oxfordshire District Council, Tel: 01491 823722, 

Email: Lucy.murfett@southoxon.gov.uk
Peter Williams, Vale of White Horse District Council, Tel: 01235 520202 ext 502
Email: peter.williams@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Janice Bamsey, West Oxfordshire District Council, Tel: 01993 861654

Email:  Janice.Bamsey@WESTOXON.GOV.UK
Oxfordshire Gypsies & Travellers Stakeholder Consultation

RESPONSE FORM

Question 1 – The Councils could aim to extend existing Gypsy and Traveller sites, or to provide new sites, or both.  How do you consider sites should be provided?




……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Question 2 – New sites could be located in a number of ways, eg within towns and cities; on the edge of towns and cities; in or next to villages, or in the Countryside. Where do you consider sites should be provided? 


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Question 3 – Please tick the three factors from the following list which you consider

most important for deciding the location of new Gypsy and Traveller sites:

    Please tick three boxes

	Access to public transport
	

	Employment opportunities
	

	Proximity to major settlements and their services
	

	Access to the main road network
	

	Protecting Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
	

	Making best use of previously developed land
	

	Protecting the Green Belt
	


Question 5 - Are there any other factors that you think should be taken into account in determining the size and distribution of new sites for Gypsies & Travellers in Oxfordshire? 

If YES, please list what they are and why they are important:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Question 6 - Do you have any other comments to make on how we should be providing for the Gypsy and Traveller community in future? 

If YES, please explain here and continue on a blank sheet if necessary:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

YOUR DETAILS

Name of Organisation: …………………………………………………………………………...

Contact person: …………………………………………………………………………………...

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………..………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………..………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………..………………………………..

Telephone: …………………………………………………………………………………….......

Email: ………………………………………………..……………………………………………..
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM BY FRIDAY 3RD AUGUST 2007 TO: 

Ian Walker

Oxfordshire County Council

Speedwell House

Speedwell Street

Oxford OX1 1NE
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