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	Division(s): Didcot Ladygrove


ITEM CA11

CABINET – 20 FEBRUARY 2007

CONSULTATION ON A NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL IN DIDCOT
Report by Director for Children Young People & Families

Introduction

1. At its meeting on 18 July 2006 the Cabinet was notified of the need for Consultation for a Primary School in Ladygrove, Didcot.  Appropriate consultation on this scheme has taken place.  The County Council has a policy that the smallest school the County would wish to open would be six classrooms plus foundation stage and early years.  This means that there would eventually be classes up to 30 pupils for each year group and this pattern has been followed in this proposal for Didcot. The school will be opened in phases so that the school would primarily service its local area and provide places for children generated from the new housing developments as they grow.  The current aim is to open the school in Didcot by September 2009.

Didcot
2. A maximum of up to 700 additional houses are proposed to be provided as an extension to the east of the Ladygrove Estate.  Planning permission for the site has been agreed in principle subject to signing of agreements under section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) but it is expected that the school will be substantially funded from developer contributions.  The school will provide facilities for early years (foundation stage and nursery), and allow for extended services, offering access to children before and after school.  These additional facilities will be included in the brief.  Although there is some evidence of falling rolls in parts of Didcot, the nearest schools South Moreton, Ladygrove Park and All Saints (Voluntary Aided) are forecast to remain full and All Saints has four temporary classrooms.  Greenmere School has an increasing number of surplus places but the school is currently being rebuilt and the number of places will be reduced.  It is likely that a further review of catchment areas in the rest of Didcot will take place as part of the Primary School Review process.  

Consultation

3. A consultation paper was circulated to parents of all children of the four schools named above and the governors. All of the schools in Didcot received copies and were asked to inform parents.  Local District and County Members, the M.P. and the Town Council were provided with the paper.  All early years providers in the town were notified and there was a press release.  Consultation ran until 15 December and the following replies were received:

(a) Didcot Town Council 

Supported the provision of a new school. Concern was expressed with regard to:-

· the possibility that the number of pupils generated might be underestimated. The wanted to avoid temporary classrooms as this had been the case at All Saints and Ladygrove Park (there is a historically high generation rate in Ladygrove).

· pupils needing to be accommodated elsewhere before the  school is built.

(b) Bramley’s Day Nursery

Support the provision of day care and wrap-around care and want assurance that the wider impact of further facilities has been considered.

(c) Archdiocese of Birmingham asked whether as a new Primary School it was necessary to hold a “competition”.  

(d) Two parents expressed support for the scheme but were concerned at impact of new developments on the road, class size and the Ladygrove estate in general terms; and also supported a second secondary school in Ladygrove.

Responses to the consultation have been made available in the Members’ Resource Centre.

Comments

4. Compared with previous developments this is much smaller.  In the long term this minimum size of school may be larger than the long term needs.  With all developments there will be a peak in demand.  There is usually an issue about opening the school before housing is made available. In practical terms it is not possible to access a school site, have the entire external infrastructure in place and the school built before a single house is complete. In financial terms in respect of funding becoming available, this would be very difficult to achieve.  Further work is required when the S106 agreement is finally signed to look at the impact of this and how arrangements can be made on a temporary basis at other schools.  It is not considered that the provision of additional day care will impact in the long term elsewhere.  When all new housing is built the facilities will serve this community.  Provided Statutory Notices are published before May then the new school will not require a competition.

Legislative Background

5. The new school organisation regulations are likely to come into place in May 2007.  It is currently anticipated that for all statutory proposals that are published after this time, proposing a new primary school will fall into the same process as for developing new secondary schools, in that the local authority will be responsible for running a competition for other groups to build and run a new primary school.  The expectation is that such a school would be a Foundation School.  Notices published before May fall into the current procedure and can be promoted as community schools as suggested here.  After the implementation of the new regulations all proposals whether published under the new or old arrangements will not be considered by the Schools Organisation Committee, which will be abolished, and replaced by new arrangements.  The timing of the publications notices is therefore important if the School is to be a community school. However, another important point is that if new schools fall into requirement for a competition then this is likely to add 4 – 6 months to the process of approval and opening of the school. 

RECOMMENDATION

6. The Cabinet is RECOMMENDED to agree the publication of statutory notices for a new community school in Didcot with the final decision to be made by the Cabinet Member for Schools Improvement or through the appropriate school organisation arrangements in place at the time.

KEITH BARTLEY

Director for Children Young People & Families
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