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South East Plan: District Housing Split at Didcot
Purpose of Report

1. The purpose of this report is to enable this Council, with the Vale of White Horse District Council and Oxfordshire County Council, to advise the South East England Regional Assembly and the Examination in Public into the South East Plan on the split of the 3000 dwellings proposed at Didcot in the South East Plan between South Oxfordshire and the Vale of the White Horse Districts 

Strategic Objectives

2. The South East Plan and the proposals for further development at Didcot contribute to the Council’s Strategic Objectives 2, 4, 6 & 7: 

No. 2 - To serve and listen to the people of South Oxfordshire as their community leader. 
No. 4 - To meet people’s housing needs. 
No. 6 - To maintain and improve the economy. 
No. 7 - To maintain and enhance the environment. 
Background

3. The draft South East Plan was published in March and proposes some 10,200 dwellings in South Oxfordshire 2006 to 2016.  One of the sub regions in the South East Plan is Central Oxfordshire and within this area, Bicester, Didcot and Wantage and Grove are the main locations for development.  The Plan proposes 3000 further dwellings at Didcot in the period 2016 to 2026 divided equally between South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse Districts.  A footnote to the relevant policy in the Plan (H1) states: 

‘Figures for South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse are indicative pending completion of further work on the location of future development of Didcot.  Further advice is to be provided by Oxfordshire County Council as part of the formal consultation on the South East Plan.’

Technical work

4. The two districts with the County Council have carried out the technical work needed to underpin the decision on the district split.  This has taken some time as a flood risk assessment had to be done as well as work on the transport implications. 

5. A technical report has been prepared by the three councils on the technical work done and consultation undertaken and this is Appendix 1 (attached) to this report. 

Financial Implications

6. There are no financial implications in advising on the split of housing between the districts.

Legal Implications

7. There are no legal implications in advising on the split of housing between the districts.  

Conclusion

8. The Leaders and Cabinet Members of the three councils are meeting on Friday 15 December to consider whether a joint recommendation can be agreed.  The outcome of this meeting will be reported orally at the Cabinet meeting and a recommendation on the district split will be put forward. 

Background Papers

· South East Plan 

· Draft Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for Didcot: HR Wallingford 

· Didcot Preliminary Assessment of Housing Option Halcrow Group Limited 

· Didcot Assessment of Housing Options (Options 1 and 2) Halcrow Group Limited 

· Landscape Assessment Machin Bates Associates 

· Letters from consultees 

CABINET DECISION 20 DECEMBER 2006

(PUBLISHED 21 DECEMBER 2006)

NB: A request to call-in the item below must be received by the Head of Legal and Democratic Services by close of play Friday 5 January 2007. 

South East Plan: district housing split at Didcot

RESOLVED:

(1)
to inform Seera and the Examination in Public into the South East Plan that, of the provision for 3000 dwellings at Didcot in the draft South East Plan 2016 to 2026, South Oxfordshire would support 1500 being included within the housing provisions for South Oxfordshire District.

(2)
if it is accepted that Central Oxfordshire and Didcot should accommodate the 1500 additional dwellings this Council has proposed under the New Growth Points initiative, then a further 750 dwellings could be included within the housing provisions for South Oxfordshire District.

(3)
to request Oxfordshire County Council to strongly advise the EIP Panel that there is unequivocal evidence from the transport studies that unless there is sufficient investment in the road infrastructure in and around Didcot none of this additional housing is possible.
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