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Division(s): Banbury, Grimsbury & Castle

ITEM CA7

DETAILED PROJECT APPRAISAL
APPRAISAL NO. ED 597/2

NAME OF SCHEME: 
New Dashwood Primary School, Cattlemarket Site, Banbury 

START YEAR:
2006/2007

BASIS OF ESTIMATE: 
Mouchel Parkman estimate based on agreed sketch scheme.

1. INTRODUCTION 

Reports were submitted to the former Executive on 14 October 2003 and to the Cabinet on 6 September 2005 outlining the background and strategy to provide for additional growth in South Banbury and the potential to relocate Dashwood School and expand Harriers Ground School. The Executive and Cabinet authorised the acquisition of the land for the proposed school at the Cattlemarket site. 

The Cabinet on 6 September 2005 agreed in principle to proceed with the Cattlemarket new school proposal, subject to:

· Statutory notice procedures

· Reference, if necessary, to the School Organisation Committee 

· The obtaining of necessary rights and consents 

· Confirmation of the project on the basis of the detailed project appraisal to be submitted to a future meeting 

The statutory notice was issued on 22 September 2005 with respect to the expansion of Dashwood School by relocation to the former Cattlemarket site and expansion of Harriers Ground School and the 6 week period for comments and objections has expired and no comments have been received.  The County Council has now determined the notice itself without reference to the School Organisation Committee. All necessary rights and consents regarding obtaining the land have been secured.

2. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

This detailed project appraisal relates to the design and construction of a 7-classroom primary school plus early years and extended classroom provision together with siteworks and external services all in accordance with the Primary School Brief and in line with DfES guidelines.

The scheme has the full support of staff and the School’s governing body.

3. JUSTIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT OF NEED

It is anticipated that in excess of 1000 new dwellings will be provided on brownfield sites in the centre and south eastern parts of Banbury.  The Cattlemarket site itself was only proposing between 300 and 350 houses and did not justify the allocation of a whole site to a new school by the developers.  The rest of the housing was being developed within brownfield sites within Banbury.  Most other proposed dwellings are situated within the catchment areas of 3 existing primary schools in Banbury, namely St Leonard’s, St Mary’s and Dashwood.  All 3 schools have little spare capacity.  

A detailed Option Appraisal has been undertaken which considered the different ways in which the additional pupils could be accommodated.  The Option Appraisal confirmed there was very little room for expansion in any of the 3 primary schools mentioned above.  The Option Appraisal established that the most cost effective solution would be to provide a new 7-class school at the Cattlemarket site with expansion improvement at Harriers Ground School if necessary.  Further work has identified that it is likely that only 7 new classrooms need to be provided.  The report to the Cabinet in September 2005 outlined the proposal to take the opportunity to relocate Dashwood School to the Cattlemarket site.  This would mean that only 3 new classrooms were being provided for growth on the Cattlemarket site and therefore as part of the new proposal Harriers Ground School would be extended by 4 additional classrooms thus providing the 7 new classrooms required for Basic Need.  The funding for this would come from the capital receipt generated from the sale of the Dashwood site.  This would also require some change in the catchment area of the schools but would have the advantage of disposing of substandard school buildings at Dashwood School. 

The extensions and improvements at Harriers Ground School will be the subject of a further Project Appraisal with completion of the works to coincide with completion of the New Dashwood Primary School for September 2007 opening. 

There will be some revenue savings due to the school using newly refurbished buildings and there will be a reduction in repairs and maintenance liabilities. 

4. OTHER OPTIONS

The other options considered as part of he Option Appraisal included further expansion of local schools but this was not feasible either because of the size of the site of the existing schools and the lack of core infrastructure.  0.728 hectares of land has been given to the County Council already for this site and a non returnable deposit paid to the District Council for some of the additional land.  Housing at the Cattlemarket is now being built & occupied and it is likely that pupils would require school places before an alternative could be developed.  

5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS (See attached resource appraisal)

(i) Capital

The estimated cost of the project inclusive of fees is £3,547,000. 

This cost will be met from developer contributions secured under S.106 planning agreements (£1,507,000), a contribution from the school’s Devolved Formula Capital Grant (£73,000) and government loan sanction provided as part of Oxfordshire’s Supported Capital Expenditure Allocation (£1,967,000).

The scheme is identified in the Capital Programme Forward Plan.

(ii) Revenue 

The school will meet day-to-day repair and maintenance costs and structural repairs as part of the Council’s Fair Funding arrangements.

6. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

The building work will be carried out in accordance with the planning permission issued by the County Council. The design, materials and landscaping will be as specified in the planning consent. 

KEITH BARTLEY
SUE SCANE

Director for Children, Young People & Families
Head of Finance & Procurement, Resources

NEIL MONAGHAN

Head of Property, Resources

Contact Officer: 
John Phipps, Service Manager, Property & Assets, Children, Young People & Families Tel: 01865 816455

April 2006
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