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Division(s): Chipping Norton

ITEM CA9

DETAILED PROJECT APPRAISAL
APPRAISAL NO. ED 637

NAME OF SCHEME: 
Chipping Norton School

New Art Accommodation and Improvements to Design & Technology

START YEAR: 
2006/07

BASIS OF ESTIMATE:
Mouchel Parkman cost estimate based on agreed scheme

1. INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

This project will address the need to improve the specialist Art and Design & Technology accommodation at Chipping Norton School to address suitability problems and provide sufficient specialist accommodation for projected pupil numbers. 

The existing Art and Design & Technology accommodation is poorly organised with undersized rooms, inefficient use of space and poor layout. This is recognised in the Education Asset Management Plan Suitability Assessment and was also identified by Ofsted when the school was inspected in October 2002

This project will provide a new 4 class Art block. When completed this will release 3 Art spaces in the existing building, which, along with the adjacent technology rooms, will be remodelled to create:

· 5 Workshops (including a multi-purpose workshop/art space)

· 1 Electronics room

· 1 Textiles room

· 1 Food Technology room

· Associated storage and preparation areas.

On completion of the new/remodelled accommodation 2 spaces in an adjoining building, currently used for Art and Food Technology, will be converted to provide space for ICT and Business Studies thus providing additional general teaching space within the school and addressing a shortfall in the provision of ICT.

The cost of the project is being met from the County Council Capital Programme and S.106 contributions from developers of land within the town. The school are also contributing Devolved Formula Capital to upgrade and replace specialist Design & Technology equipment.

2. JUSTIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT OF NEED

The current pupil place capacity of Chipping Norton School is 1180.  The number on roll in February 2006 is 1148. Residential development within Chipping Norton is forecast to push the number on roll above the current capacity. There is also increasing pressure on the sixth form accommodation.

A number of the existing Art and Design & Technology teaching rooms are below the recommended size. The size, shape and organisation of these spaces make delivery of the curriculum difficult. Some areas act as circulation routes thus reducing the available space and creating potential health & Safety hazards.

In October 2001 Ofsted specifically identified the Design & Technology accommodation at Chipping Norton School as an area for improvement to; “enable the full requirements of the National Curriculum and the examination syllabuses to be taught without constraint.”

The Ofsted report stated;

Para 73.

“The current accommodation for design and technology is unsuitable for the needs of the curriculum. Despite good teaching and careful course planning, the constraints of the buildings and equipment limit what is possible for students to do. In particular it prevents them from being able to use ICT as required within the National Curriculum for their work involving designing, manufacturing, modelling, finishing, controlling and research. The range of specialist rooms is limited and space for design work is cramped. Specialist resources for design work cannot be stored easily, neither can students’ work…There are no ICT facilities at all in the textiles area. There is no dedicated area for sixth form work.”


Para 74.

“In the resistant materials teaching area, the rooms are cramped when a full class is working on practical assignments. The work benches are small and have to be used both for practical and design work. There is no dedicated clean area for graphics work. As a consequence, students have to do their graphics work in a dusty and noisy environment. Again, there are no ICT facilities for graphics.”

The report also commented on the shortcomings of the art accommodation:

Para 169.

“There is no specialist studio provision for post-16 students, so free time is spent in a fairly unpleasant area at the back of the big studio when other groups of students are working.

 Two of the present studios are very small for large groups of students to move around except when working on a small scale. The large hanger-like studio has bad acoustics, notable when addressing the whole group, and very poor quality furnishings.”

A number of assessed repair and maintenance items will be addressed as part of this project. The removal of the aged prefabricated classroom unit will eliminate approximately £30,000 of assessed need work. 

3. OTHER OPTIONS

The only other option would be to leave the existing accommodation unchanged and not to address the identified accommodation problems.

4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS (See attached Resource Appraisal)

(i) Capital

The estimated cost of the scheme inclusive of Mouchel Parkman professional fees is 1,870,083.

The resources identified to undertake the project are as follows:


£


Capital Programme
1,554,583


Developer Funding
275,500

Devolved Formula Capital
  40,000

Total
1,870,083

The capital programme element is being met from supported borrowing provided as part of the School's Capital Formulaic Allocation.

(ii) Revenue

Day to day revenue costs will be met through the schools delegated budget. 

5. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

The design of the project will take into account the nature of the site and surrounding buildings. Full planning permission will be obtained and the construction will be in accordance with OCC requirements.

KEITH BARTLEY 
SUE SCANE 


Director for Children, Young People & Families 
Head of Finance & Procurement

NEIL MONAGHAN

Head of Property

Contact Officer: 
Kevin Griffin, Service Manager, Property & Assets, Strategy & Performance, Children, Young People and Families Directorate

 Tel: (01865) 816457
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