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ANNEX A

Children’s Centres in Oxfordshire

Summary of the Consultation Findings on Initial Proposals

For Children’s Centres Development in Oxfordshire

Introduction

On 18 October, Oxfordshire County Council approved for consultation initial proposals for the development of Children’s Centres in Oxfordshire over the next five years.  The proposals presented were consistent with central government’s agenda for all key agencies working with children and families as set out in ‘Every Child Matters’ and ‘Change for Children’.

How did we consult?

Consultation on the initial proposals took the form of:

· eleven public meetings

· a series of focus groups for parents

· self-completion questionnaire (on-line and paper) for parents, carers, relevant professionals, and stakeholder organisations

In total, 320 completed questionnaires were received from parents and carers of children under 5; and 34 questionnaires were received from professionals and stakeholder organisations.  In addition, 210 attended the public meetings or participated in the focus groups.

Headline Results

This report provides information on the headline findings only.  Please refer to the full consultation report for analysis of the full consultation findings.

· Overall there was a strong level of support from professionals and stakeholder organisations for the aims and principles set out in the consultation document.

· e.g. What is your level of support for the vision statement?
95% gave strong support for this.

· What are your views on the mapping and needs analysis – geographical area?

One third of respondents gave strong support and two thirds tended to support this analysis.

· What are your views on the mapping and needs analysis – location?

The majority of respondents either strongly supported or tended to support this analysis. With regard to the proposed geographical areas to be covered by the children’s centres, there were 49 expressions of agreement, 4 of disagreement and 27 didn’t know.

· Where do you think children’s centres are best placed in your local community?

Whilst a few specific centre locations were mentioned by all respondents, a majority thought that Children’s Centres are best-placed in existing family centres, schools and or nursery schools

· Which (aspects of developing and running a children’s centre) would you want to be involved with?

Approximately one third of parents/carers  would like to be involved in promoting/helping in and/or developing Children’s Centres, with the majority of organizations who responded wanting to be involved in the development of services

Key issues and how we are addressing them

Issue 1: What is the potential impact on private and voluntary providers including childminders?

Our response: There will be few new childcare places created.  However, most will build on existing services or simply ‘signpost’ to existing provision.

Issue 2: What about access to children’s centre services and the need for outreach? This includes the need to engage with minority groups; addressing transport needs, particularly in rural areas, and ensuring support for children with special needs.

Our response: this is addressed in guidance given to centres for developing services. It will also be a consideration in terms of re-organisation of support service as part of the County Council realignment of services for a Children, Young People and Families Directorate.

Issue 3: What is the sustainability of funding for children’s centre provision? 

Our Response: Although under new legislation Children’s Centres will become statutory services, the level of future funding is unknown. A full risk analysis will be put forward to the County Council. Centres will be required to develop individual sustainability plans and build on existing services to minimize the potential of any withdrawal of funding in the future. 
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