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APPENDIX 2
Draft Home to School/College Transport Policy 2007/08

1.
Introduction
1.1 Oxfordshire County Council is keen to encourage young people to walk or cycle to school or college or to make use of public transport, but it also provides free transport and some assisted transport as set out in the policy below.

1.2 The home to school transport policy only applies to young people who live in the county of Oxfordshire. Those who are not resident in Oxfordshire should contact their own home local education authority for details of any policy that their home authority may have regarding home to school/college transport.

1.3
Young people who currently receive free transport under the existing home to school/college transport policy will continue to do so up until the end of the school year in which they reach the age of 16.

1.4
Any distances will be measured by the nearest available walking route from home to school/college using the Council’s Geographic Information System. This is a highly accurate computer based version of the ordnance survey information. 

1.5 To be classed as “available” a route has to be:

· Open to the public.

· Safe, if accompanied by an adult .(This is assessed using the guidance from the National Association of Road Safety Officers)

1.6
All young people must apply for transport whether free or assisted.

2.
Free Transport for those of statutory school age
2.1 When free transport is provided it will be by the most cost effective means and therefore will usually be by the provision of a free bus pass.

2.2
Free transport will be provided to the following groups:

· Young people attending the designated (catchment) school for their address if the distance from home to school is over the “statutory walking distance” of 3 miles if 8 or over or 2 miles if less than 8 and of statutory school age. This applies whether or not the school was listed on the admissions application form.

· Young people attending their nearest available school or educational placement if the distance from home to school is over the “statutory walking distance” of 3 miles if aged 8 or over or 2 miles if less than aged 8 and of statutory school age. This applies whether or not the school was listed on the admissions application form.

· Young people attending their nearest available school even if it is less than the statutory walking distance, if it would not be safe for a child accompanied by an adult to walk from home to school. This applies whether or not the school was listed on the admissions application form.

· Young people entitled to free transport who then move house during Year 11 and continue to attend their original school subject to the following limits:

· Transport can be provided other than by taxi

· The distance travelled is no more than 15 miles

· Young people with a Statement of Special Educational Needs if that Statement states that they require free transport.

3.
Transport to Faith Schools for those of Statutory School age

3.1
Option 1

From September 2007 free travel will not be provided on faith grounds. However, those young people currently in receipt of free travel will continue to receive free travel while they are of statutory school age and attend their current school.

For new travellers, while transport continues to run to faith schools, spare places will be made available under the concessionary scheme.

3.2
Option 2

Transport will be made available by this Council, if no suitable public transport exists, if the young people concerned are attending the nearest available maintained faith school and they are of that faith, and if the distance from home to school is:

· More than 2 miles but less than 6 miles for children less than 8 years of age and of statutory school age

· More than 3 miles but less than 10 miles from school for children aged 8 or over and of statutory school age

Where such transport is made available the charges, and exemptions to charging, that will apply are those set out for concessionary travel. In addition transport will be made available in the same way as to those Catholic children who attend The Blessed George Napier School and live in the following parishes: 

Chipping Norton Area
Bicester Area

Rollright
Cottisford

Chastleton
Hethe

Cornwell
Fringford

Over Norton
Stratton Audley

Salford
Godington

Chipping Norton
Middleton Stoney

Kingham
Bucknell

Churchill
Caversfield

Sarsden
Bicester

Chadlington
Launton

Spelsbury
Chesterton

Heythrop
Wendlebury

Enstone
Merton


Adderbury


Blackthorn


Arncott

4.
Concessionary travel scheme (including post16 travel)

4.1
Spare seats on the vehicles the Council provides to take those who receive free transport to and from school are made available to young people not entitled to free travel on the following basis:

· The Council cannot guarantee that a young person will keep the seat for longer than two terms 

· Fare prices are reviewed annually

· The parent/carer, or in the case of Years12 and 13 the young person, must complete an application form for concessionary travel

· Parents/carers are required to pay for two terms travel in advance

· The price charged covers a return journey for every school day of the relevant period

· There will be no rebates for those deciding to travel for less than the maximum number of possible journeys per term, for example there is no rebate if a young people decides to use his/her bus pass for morning travel and returns by some other private means in the afternoon

· If a seat is available a bus pass will only be issued on receipt of a completed application form, and correct payment

· No guarantee can be given that the bus will continue to run throughout a young person’s time at a school, or that the place on the bus will not be withdrawn at some future date if the place is required for a young person who is entitled to free travel

· Parents/carers who are in receipt of one of the following benefits will not have to pay the charges for concessionary transport:

· Free school meals

· Maximum Working Tax Credit

· The concessionary fare will only be payable for up to two children travelling from the same family. There will be no charge for any other young people from the same family travelling at that time.

4.2 When there are more requests to pay for seats on a particular route than there are seats available they will be allocated in the following order of priority:

· Those with a Statement of Special Educational Needs naming the school

· Looked After Children

· Those in Years 12 and 13, if there is no public service transport available

· Those in receipt of free school meals or whose parent/parents are in receipt of maximum working tax credit 

· “Hard to place” young people, including pupils excluded from school or undergoing planned transfers

· Those who travelled on the route the previous term 

· Those whose siblings already receive free seats on the route

· Those whose siblings already receive concessionary places on the route

· Young people according to age with priority given to the youngest.

4.3 There will be two charge levels based on the criteria shown in the table below. 

Table1. Charging

Statutory School Age and Below

Under  3 miles
Lower charge

Over 3 miles
Higher charge

Post 16

Under 3 miles
Lower charge

Designated area and over 3 miles from the school/college
Lower charge

Non designated area 
Higher charge

4.4 In the case of 11-16 schools the designated area for transport purposes for young people in Years 12 and 13 will be as set out in Table 2.

Table 2. Years 12/13 Designated Areas for Transport Purposes

11-16 School (designated area)
Years 12/13 Designated School /College for transport purposes

Icknield, Chiltern Edge, Gillotts, and Langtree
Henley College

Carterton School
Burford, Henry Box, and Wood Green

Cooper
Bicester Community College

Warriner School
Banbury

All other schools
No change

4.5
If there are insufficient seats on a particular route for all those requesting a concessionary seat this Council will not retain an additional vehicle or vehicles. However, a waiting list will be kept for each route. All waiting lists will be kept for one academic year. 
5.
Travel for those not of statutory school age who are between 16 and 18 years old (Years 12 and 13)

Those in Years 12 and 13 at school or college are expected to travel on public service or college transport where it is available. The terms that will apply are set out in the concessionary scheme (see 4 above).

6.
Transport on Medical Grounds

Exceptional assistance with home to school transport may be provided on medical grounds subject to receiving the following:

· A letter confirming the medical reasons for the transport from a GP or consultant

· A completed application form 

The Transport Team will respond to such written requests within 5 days

Applications will be dealt with on an individual basis and normally any agreed assistance will be reviewed after one term.
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