ANNEX 3

St Clements, Headington Road and London Road Study: Concerns raised at consultation and comments on these issues.

Issue raised


Comment

Difficulty of buses and cyclists sharing the same area of the carriageway


This will need to be considered further as part of the design process. The County Council is currently carrying out a study on bus/ cycle interaction as part of the Cowley Road work, and the output from this will help to inform this work.

 

Concern about loss of cycle facilities


It is considered that the environment for cyclists would be improved in those areas where it is proposed to reduce the speed limit. Design of the bus facilities would have to be carefully developed to ensure cyclists are not disadvantaged. Cycle routes to/from the main employment and residential areas in Headington are also being developed.



Potential knock-on effects resulting from re-routing of traffic
The recommended approach 1 does not seek to reduce current levels of traffic on the corridor. 



Potential impact on pavement width
The pavement along London Road is very wide in sections, and any narrowing would still allow a minimum of 2 metres width. Pavements could be wider in sections where there is high pedestrian movement, such as in the Headington shopping area.



Potential effect of measures on businesses on the corridor 
It is considered that the measures proposed for the Headington shopping area and St Clements could benefit local businesses. It is anticipated that consultation on the detail for the scheme would include local business representatives.



Better transport access to the John Radcliffe hospital is required- e.g. better public transport and road access


Access to the John Radcliffe hospital was considered as part of the Headington and Marston Area Transport Study in 2001. It was concluded that a number of measures were required in fitting with Local Transport Plan and land use policy, which were subsequently endorsed as part of the Headington and Marston area Transport Strategy in November 2002. Measures included better bus facilities and services, improvements to Park and Ride, pedestrian and cycle links, on and off-site parking controls, and development of the travel plan at the hospital site. Improvements to road links were not recommended as being part of the outlined strategy.  Measures on the study corridor are designed to improve bus access to all of the Headington area, including the hospital site. 

Better enforcement of parking/ traffic restrictions required


Minimising the problems of enforcement through design is recognised as important, and this will need to be considered as measures are developed.



Concerns regarding the number of buses and where they stop, and other operational issues, including ticketing arrangements
Most of the bus/ coach services on the study corridor are operated on a commercial basis, with operators able to make changes to these services by registering these with the traffic commissioner. The County Council does not control the number of buses on a particular route, although it is working with operators in reviewing ticketing arrangements, including off-bus ticketing and other means to speed up bus boarding. The re-location and design of bus stops will help in ensuring that buses operate more effectively. 

 

School transport issues


The County Council has a team that works with state funded schools on transport issues. Although there is less interaction with private schools, it is anticipated that they will be involved in the consultation process as study measures are developed. 



Concerns regarding restricting access to certain areas


It is not proposed to progress Approach 2, which would have included restricting access to through traffic in the centre of Headington.

Timing of implementation of study measures in relation to other schemes - e.g. Green Road Roundabout


This would be reviewed in the context of the Local Transport Plan, 2006 -11 programme.
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