ANNEX 2

Extract from: 

The Ridgeway National Trail – Winter Traffic Regulation Orders Consultation. 

Jacobs Babtie June 2005.

Summary of those supporting the scheme




General comments indicating support and highlighting condition of surface.
31

Requests for 12 month ban
29

Requests for a speed limit
9

Stated the importance of consistency with Wiltshire & W Berks, which will improve policing.


50

Existing prohibition in place in W Berkshire 

& Wiltshire has made a notable difference to condition of surface.
3

Other more specific comments included:

i) Wrong for one group of users to damage the trail to such an extent     that it makes it unusable by other users.

ii) Unlikely to return to the Ridgeway due to poor condition of surface.


Summary of Objections




On principle (roads should be maintained, not closed)
6

Against inclusion of motorcycles in prohibition
14

Individual comments regarding motorcycles 

· Other counties including Hampshire, Staffordshire, Gloucestershire, Northamptonshire, Buckinghamshire, Powys & Derbyshire exclude motorcyclists from similar TROs

· Permitted vehicles (agricultural & access) and 4x4’s cause the damage, not M/C.

· Horses cause more damage than motorcycles 
7

8

7

Prohibition is the wrong approach. Routine/appropriate maintenance will retain routes overall character


2



Other more specific comments included:

i) October is statistically a dry month. Prohibition should commence end of October. (Editor of Byway & Bridleway)

ii) Order is unlikely to be effective without physical barriers.

iii) Drainage should be improved where natural drainage is inadequate, which will reduce the rutting.

iv) Condition of surface not improved following temporary order last winter.

v) Proposals discriminate in favour of some user groups at the expense of others.

vi) A 1 tonne weight limit could be imposed which would still permit use by motor cyclists.

vii) Short term temporary TROs only should be used if necessary to help damaged sections recover

viii) Would like a permit system for all non pedestrian usage

ix) There should be greater efforts made in liaison with clubs etc to persuade vehicle users to keep off during wet weather.


Objections were received from members of the public and local motoring organisations including Oxford Motor Club, British Motorcycle Sport South Midlands Centre, TRF Trail Riders Fellowship. 

Comments were also received from the Motor Sports Association but these were presented as concerns as opposed to objections and included:

· Would seem a pragmatic approach but had concerns.

· What evidence is there that recreational vehicles as opposed to tractors cause the damage?

· If the existing ruts are repaired, the prohibition will not be of benefit.

· Enforcement will be difficult without physical restrictions.

· The effects of the prohibition should be monitored.
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