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ANNEX 1

Oxfordshire –Road Safety Performance
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(a)
Long term performance – killed and seriously injured (ksi)

The long term trends show that Oxfordshire has performed generally better than average, although the picture is a little mixed – in the early 1990s reductions in ksi’s in Oxfordshire were particularly strong, followed by a number of years where numbers were steady or slightly up. However, in recent years, the local and national trends are very similar.

The good local performance in the early 1990’s probably reflects a number of factors including the opening of the M40 extension, active road safety engineering programmes (including the extensive use of traffic calming) and the introduction of speed cameras.

Note that one consequence of the shape of the local trends is that Oxfordshire will have to work particularly hard to match average national figures in respect of the 1994/98 baseline, even though our long term trends are slightly better than average:

 – this is illustrated in the summary data shown below:





     change between


    change between




1994/98 & 1998/02

1994/98 &  2002




 
Oxon

GB

Oxon

GB

% change in ksi

-1%

-13%

-7%

-17%
(b)
Other measures of comparative performance 

Per capita casualty rates:

The table below shows the number of road injuries per 100,000 population (note: to allow comparison with other areas, have been calculated using casualty data for 2002 but population data for 2001 as used by DfT in Road Accidents Great Britain)

Road User Category




Rate per 100,000 population








Oxfordshire
Great Britain

Pedestrian – killed / seriously injured
9.8
14.6

Pedestrian – slightly injured
27.1
50.0

Pedal cyclists – killed / seriously injured
5.2
4.2

Pedal cyclists – slightly injured
39.2
25.2

Powered two wheel – killed / seriously injured
15.7
12.9

Powered two wheel – slightly injured
36.7
35.9

Car occupants – killed / seriously injured
43.0
32.3

Car occupants – slightly injured
315.0
307.8

Other road users – killed / seriously injured
5.4
3.9

Other road users – slightly injured
29.6
34.4

All road users – killed / seriously injured
79.1
62.0

All road users – slightly injured
447.9
453.3

Care is needed in interpreting the above information; although Oxfordshire’s rates for all road user classes other than pedestrians lie in the lower quartiles, the generally higher per capita rates for killed / seriously injured casualties reflect that Oxfordshire is a rural county. As shown in the table below, there is a clear association between casualty rates and the proportion of rural roads in a local authority area, reflecting the fact that collisions on higher speed roads tend to result in more serious injuries. 18% of Oxfordshire’s road network comprises rural A and B roads, a proportion exceeded by only three other authorities in England.







Rural A and B roads as % of all road network
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 Other local factors can also be significant; for example, the above average rates for pedal cyclists are accounted for by much higher than average levels of cycling and when taken together the actual risks for cyclists (per kilometre travelled) in Oxfordshire are in fact considerably lower than average.

Casualty rates per vehicle kilometre travelled:
Casualties per 100 million vehicle km* :
Oxfordshire:
61

Great Britain
79

*excluding motorways; vehicle km excludes pedal cyclists

Although on this measure Oxfordshire is appreciably better than average, this  is also potentially misleading, as casualties per vehicle km are generally higher in built up areas, so more rural authorities such as Oxfordshire could be expected to have lower than average rates.

(c) Recent trends
Data for the first 9 months of 2003 compared with the same period in 2002 show:

Ksi – reduced by 6%

Slight injuries – reduced by 11%

This appears to be very much in line with the trends seen this year in the whole of the Thames Valley Police area.

Because road deaths are much lower in number than Killed and Seriously Injured (ksi) as a whole, they are statistically more prone to variation with less obvious trends. The average for 1997-2001 was 57.  In 2002 there was a drop to 37.  In 2003, there have been   46 to date – a significant increase on last year, but in line with the average for earlier years.

(d)
Comments

Taking all the above information into account, it appears likely that Oxfordshire’s safety performance is around (or slightly better than) average.

However, it is important to stress that the overall trends reflect a very large number of interacting factors (vehicle design, driver behaviour, road environment, demographic characteristics, health service capabilities etc).  The forthcoming Best value Review provides an opportunity to analyse these trends in more detail, to establish what are the main causatory factors, and to consider what actions by the county Council will be most effective in bringing further reductions in casualties. We envisage that we would involve a broad range of stakeholders, including fire, police and health services as well as safety and motoring organisations.. 
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				Oxon		GB		Oxon		GB

		1981/85		1069		80130		100		100

		1986		1049		74561		98		93

		1987		1030		70698		96		88

		1988		908		68831		85		86

		1989		856		67577		80		84

		1990		778		63458		73		79

		1991		722		58443		68		73

		1992		635		52835		59		66

		1993		547		50836		51		63

		1994		525		49393		49		62

		1995		528		49147		49		61

		1996		548		47945		51		60

		1997		546		46312		51		58

		1998		558		44461		52		55

		1999		538		42788		50		53

		2000		539		41556		50		52

		2001		511		40467		48		51

		2002		496		39279		46		49
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