Division(s): Isis

CABINET -16 MARCH 2010
PROPOSAL TO EXPAND LARKRISE PRIMARY SCHOOL, OXFORD

Report by Director for Children, Young People & Families

Introduction

1. Larkrise Primary School has a published admission number of 45 children.
Due to rising numbers across Oxford City, 60 pupils were admitted to the
school in Foundation year for September 2008 and 2009. The school now has
more than 45 children per year from the Foundation Year to Year 3 inclusive.
Primary Care Trust records and the annual census of local children in early
years settings show that the demand for primary school places in Oxford is
rising, and schools in this area will not have enough places to meet
anticipated demand in future years.

2. The locality reviews conducted in 2008 to inform the Primary Capital
Programme recommended that options should be explored to accommodate
rising numbers of statutory age range pupils in the Cowley/Iffley locality. The
priority score for Larkrise Primary School, as calculated according to the
approach set out in OCC’s Primary Capital Programme Strategy for Change,
(approved by the DCSF in March 2009) is 7 out of a possible maximum of 12
points, which places the school in the highest scoring seven in the county,
behind Wood Farm Primary School and Bayards Hill Primary School. On 26"
November 2009 the Primary Capital Board accepted a report including the
extension of Larkrise Primary School in a list of the initial capital projects for
the Primary Capital Programme (Annex 1 — full list of Primary Capital
programme recommendations).

The Proposal

3. The proposal is to increase the admission number from 45 to 60 children, on a
permanent basis from September 2010. This will eventually increase the
school’s total roll from its current 349 children in Years F-6 (September 2009
pupil census) to a maximum of 420.

4. To accommodate this growth in pupil numbers, a double temporary classroom
unit will be available on site for September 2010, while a feasibility study
identifies the school’s long term permanent accommodation needs. This is in
line with the authority’s statutory duty to ensure sufficient school places are
available to meet local needs and will take into account the issues raised as
part of the informal consultation process.

Representations

5. During the informal consultation phase (27 November 2009 — 22 January
2010) a meeting was held at the school for parents and governors to discuss
the plans with the headteacher and a County Council School Organisation
officer. Two further meetings were held with the headteacher and sub-groups
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of governors to discuss the implications of growth, and to start identifying the
school’s long-term accommodation needs.

6. A consultation document (Annex 2) was sent to parents of children at Larkrise
Primary School, as well as to local councillors, other primary schools and
early years providers in the Isis area; it was also available on the OCC
website. 18 written responses were received.

o 15 responses (83%) expressed support for the expansion. Of these, 5
responses (28% of the total) expressed support without reservations,
while 10 (55% of the total) expressed support but also raised concerns.

o Reasons for supporting the expansion submitted by parents of children
at Larkrise Primary School included:

(@)

(@)

“Larkrise is an excellent school and it would be very beneficial to
the local community if it were to expand. | have every confidence
that the leadership and staff of the school would manage the
increased numbers successfully, maintaining the friendly, safe and
supportive environment within the school.”

‘We think it is a wonderful school, and we are delighted that it is
deservedly growing in popularity.”

“Local residents want a good school nearby for their children. Intake
of 60 allows 2 classes per year group instead of mixed year
classes.”

‘I am very happy with the quality, spirit and approach of Larkrise
School.”

“It is great to expand the school so all youngsters can benefit from
the amazing teaching and ethos of Larkrise.”

. 13 written responses (72%) expressed concerns about the proposed
expansion. These included:

O
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Concern about whether sufficient and appropriate permanent
accommodation can be guaranteed for the school, without undue
delay. (7 responses)

Concern about traffic and parking: the school has insufficient
parking space for the current number of staff, resulting in staff
parking on the road outside. Local residents have complained about
congestion at the start and end of the school day. An additional
concern was that the proposed Magdalen Road Area controlled
parking zone, which the school lies just outside, will divert parking
onto the roads around the school, exacerbating traffic problems. (5
responses)

Concern that expanding the school might harm the atmosphere and
ethos of the school. (5 responses)

3 responses identified concerns about the school's current
accommodation and facilities: “It is an excellent school with
fantastic staff and a lovely location which is let down badly by the
poor design, age and size of the buildings available” (parent of a
child at Larkrise School). Particular criticisms have been raised by
parents and governors about the size of the hall, the suitability of
the ICT room, and the lack of changing facilities.

Additional concerns were raised about: whether the design of any
new buildings would be sensitive to the character and ethos of the
school; the disruption from building works to staff and pupils at the
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school; and the possible loss of playground due to any building
extensions.
. These concerns were also raised in the meetings with parents,
governors, and the school’s headteacher.

As objections in relation to the proposal have been received, the decision on
whether to publish a formal statutory proposal is referred to the Cabinet rather
than the Cabinet Member for Schools Improvement.

Making a Decision

As this is a proposal to increase the size of the school by more than 25%, it is
subject to statutory procedures, as established by The Education and
Inspections Act 2006 (EIA 2006) and The School Organisation (Prescribed
Alterations to Maintained Schools)(England) Regulations 2007 (as amended
by The School Organisation and Governance (Amendments)(England)
Regulations 2007 which came into force on 21 January 2008).

A decision is now required as to whether to publish formal proposals for this
expansion. If approved, a statutory notice would be published, followed by a
formal consultation period of four weeks. The decision-making power in terms
of determining the notice will lie with the Cabinet, and a report will be put to
the Cabinet Member for Schools Improvement if no representations are
received, or to Cabinet if representations are received, for a final decision in
due course.

The Cabinet must be satisfied that the statutory consultation has been carried
out prior to the publication of the notice.

Financial and Staff Implications

The decision to proceed with the Statutory process to expand the school is
normally done prior to detailed project and funding appraisal. Particularly
where there is a demonstrable need as with this school. Capital funding
forward plans include funds to assist with demographic issues on schools
places. A further paper for decision paper will follow the statutory process as
normal where further works are required and subject to the Capital policies
and processes laid down. The costs of the statutory process recommended in
this paper are planned for and met within the normal CYP&F budget
provision. There are no significant financial implications or risks at this stage.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Cabinet is RECOMMENDED to approve the publication of a statutory
notice for the expansion of Larkrise Primary School, Oxford.

MEERA SPILLETT
Interim Director for Children, Young People & Families
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